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Children’s Sermon

Object: Bag/bandanna

Message: See my hand? (Put into bandanna) Now you don’t! Hand them the bandanna. Is my hand in there? (Tie w/ disciples looking for Jesus)

Teach them “He is risen indeed! Alleluia!” (Repeat it at the end of the service.)

My Lord and My God!

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (John 20:19-29, NKJV) Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. The other disciples therefore said to him, “We have seen the Lord.” So he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.” And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, “Peace to you!” Then He said to Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing.” And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

Leslie B. Flynn told a story that illustrates a great truth. An orphaned boy was living with his grandmother when their house caught fire. The grandmother, trying to get upstairs to rescue the boy, perished in the flames. The boy's cries for help were finally answered by a man who climbed an iron drain pipe and came back down with the boy hanging tightly to his neck. Several weeks later, a public hearing was held to determine who would receive custody of the child.  A farmer, a teacher, and the town's wealthiest citizen all gave the reasons they felt they should be chosen to give the boy a home. But as they talked, the lad's eyes remained focused on the floor. Then a stranger walked to the front and slowly took his hand from his pockets, revealing severe scars on them. As the crowd gasped, the boy cried out in recognition. This was the man who had saved his life. His hands had been burned when he climbed the hot pipe. With a leap the boy threw his arms around the man's neck and held on for dear life. The other men silently walked away, leaving the boy and his rescuer alone. Those marred hands had settled the issue.

A. Throughout the Lenten season, we’ve been looking at the various prayers spoken during the passion (suffering) of our Lord

B. Seems only fitting that, as Lent culminates with Easter, that we wrap it up with a prayer to the risen Christ

II. Jesus appeared: Peace be with you.

A. This was a double shock for the disciples

1. 48 hours ago, they’d seen Jesus hanging dead on a cross

a. When you see a corpse, you don’t expect to see the same guy standing in a locked room with you

b. That alone can be rather unsettling

2. Before He died, they’d all abandoned Him

a. Earlier that morning, they’d heard He was alive

b. They didn’t understand

c. Given the way they’d deserted Him, the question was, “Is it good news or bad that He’s alive?”

d. Not good to get on the bad side of someone with control over life & death

B. Still, Jesus’ first word to them is “Peace”

1. Not just “feel good”—that’ll only last so long

2. Wholeness, completeness…Restoration!

3. His death restored the bond we had with the Father at creation: no more separation!

III. He showed them His hands & side.

A. Immediately after He pronounced peace, He showed them His wounds

B. Partly to show them He wasn’t a ghost

1. There are no ghosts in the sense we think of them, but the belief goes way back

2. At the same time, He proved to them that He was flesh & blood, just as before

C. No coincidence that He showed them the wounds right after saying “Peace to you”

1. Through those wounds that we have peace

2. “Peace to you, and here’s the proof that you have peace.”

3. “I’ve been pierced through for your sins, and now I’m alive to celebrate!”

IV. They rejoiced.

A. Great news!

B. Jesus is alive!

1. He’s defeated death for all of us

2. Because of His sacrifice, we’ll rise as He did and live forever with Him!

3. Not because of anything we do

4. Because of what He’s already done for us: because He has holes in His hands, feet, and side!

5. Those wounds paid the price

V. “If I don’t see & touch, I will not believe.”

A. Thomas wasn’t there, so He had a hard time coming to terms with that fact

1. Hard to believe without seeing

2. If someone told you they’d just seen JFK or Elvis, you’d be skeptical

3. This isn’t just some political leader or entertainer

a. Although many would make Jesus out to be that & nothing more

VI. See & touch.

A. Jesus appears again with Thomas there

B. Again shares peace with them, including Thomas

C. “Put your fingers & hands here, Thomas.”

1. Jesus meets people where they’re at.

2. He does the same for us

a. We can’t see Him

b. He gives us His same body & blood in the Lord’s Supper

c. Here you go: flesh & blood proof that your sins are forgiven

VII. Stop doubting & believe.

A. Thomas believed, but He was struggling

B. We all struggle

C. You don’t have to struggle

1. “Peace to you!”

2. Jesus has paid the price for your sins and bought your ticket into heaven.

3. You don’t have to do anything to rise again as Jesus did

4. Just believe: receive the Holy Spirit, who gives you faith

a. This same Spirit Jesus gave to the disciples

b. We get Him too from the mouth of God: the Word

c. He gives us faith (Trusting & believing)

VIII. “My Lord & my God!”

A. Thomas is brought to realize that He is standing in the presence of God Himself

B. He confesses that fact

C. The same is true of us

1. Each time we hear the Word of God, He’s present for us

2. Each time we receive the Lord’s Supper, He’s present for us

3. Throughout our lives because we’ve been baptized, He’s present for us

D. In the presence of our risen Savior (the One who saved us), we too may say with Thomas, “Jesus, You are my Lord and my God!”

IX. “Blessed are those who have not seen and believe.

A. That’s you & me

1. We are blessed even though we haven’t seen Him yet.

2. Because we’ve been given faith to cling to the risen Savior

3. What is the greatest blessing of all?

a. Free salvation

b. Eternal life

c. Absolute assurance that you are going to live forever

i. Not because you’ve lived a good life or anything like that

ii. Simply because Jesus’ death on the cross paid the price for us

iii. And He gives us a free ticket to heaven in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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