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Children’s Sermon

Object: How many here have ever taken a bath?

Message: Did you stay clean? You had to take another one? Why? How many times were you baptized? What does Baptism wash away? When God takes away your sins, they stay gone.

In Spirit & Truth

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (John 4:5-26, NIV) So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about the sixth hour. When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.” “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and herds?” Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.” He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.” “I have no husband,” she replied. Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.” “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshipped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.” Jesus declared, “Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshippers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshippers must worship in spirit and in truth.” The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.” Then Jesus declared, “I who speak to you am he.”
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. When I was in high school in Madison, I was out with a friend and a couple girls (“That’s what you do” story)

B. It was pointless, but that’s the same reason some of you come to church

1. Because it’s the thing to do

2. Because we should
3. Because it’s important for the kids to be here

C. Jesus encountered a similar situation in today’s text

II. When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?”

A. The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?”

1. In order to understand what’s happening here, we need to understand Jew/Samaritan relations

2. Jews looked down on Samaritans, seeing them as inferior half-breeds

3. It’d be like a Ku Klux Klan member asking a mulatto for a drink

4. But Jesus is not what she expects

a. He’s no ordinary Jew

b. He treats her with kindness and compassion

c. He treats her better than He does His own mother, Mary

d. Such is the grace of God: He blesses whom He chooses

B. Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink,

1. you would have asked him

a. Jesus recognizes that she’s “going through the motions,” but not understanding

b. He also subtly points out that she is the one truly in need here

2. and he would have given you living water.”

a. Jesus is speaking of the Holy Spirit (Who’s usually, when mentioned, connected w/ water, e.g. Baptism)

b. Jesus sends the Holy Spirit, Who gives faith, and faith gives eternal life

III. “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep.

A. Where can you get this living water?

1. She’s still going through the motions

2. She doesn’t recognize Jesus for whom He is

3. She’s still looking at expectations instead of reality

B. Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well

1. He is, of course

2. He’s the creator of Jacob & water!

IV. Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again,

A. but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst.

1. In other words, if you have faith, you lack nothing

2. That’s all you need, nothing more, for eternal life

B. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”

1. That’s what faith gives you

2. Faith & nothing more & nothing less

C. The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.”

1. But she just doesn’t get it!

2. Because only the Spirit can show us the mysteries of God

3. But she’s trying to see them with her own preconceived notions

4. Thus she’s looking in the wrong place

V. He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.”

A. “I have no husband,” she replied.

1. Jesus knew this when he said it

2. He was about to, very pointedly, show her what He means

3. He does so by applying the Law

B. Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.”

1. Scripture doesn’t record the sound of her jaw dropping

a. She was stunned

b. This stranger could not have known this about her

c. She was starting to realize that this is no ordinary Jew

2. Jesus makes it very clear that He knows of her immorality

a. By living with a man outside of marriage, she is mocking God’s gift of marriage

b. But as you’ll see, Jesus doesn’t point out her sin to put her down

c. He does so to bring her to repentance

d. Because if you cling to your sin, it can’t be released from you

e. And Jesus wants to release her (forgive her) from her sin

VI. “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet.

A. Our fathers worshipped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”

1. She realizes that she’s in the presence of a representative of God

2. Not wanting to admit her sin, she tries to change the subject

3. She brings up a common argument between the Jews & Samaritans to sidetrack Him

4. But God is not so easily fooled

B. Jesus declared, “Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.

1. You Samaritans worship what you do not know;

a. The Samaritans only accepted the books of Moses, the Pentateuch

b. Thus, they knew little of the information God had revealed to His people through the Old Testament

2. we worship what we do know,

a. The faithful know God

b. The only way to know Him is through His Word

c. We can learn nothing of God through the words, “I think”

3. for salvation is from the Jews.

a. Not that the Jews themselves provided salvation

b. Except that Jesus is of the Jewish people

c. And salvation is found in nobody else

4. Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshippers the Father seeks.

a. God says repeatedly, “I desire mercy, not sacrifice”

b. We’re not saved by “Going through the motions”

c. We’re saved by faith in Christ

i. Trust that He is our only Savior

ii. Trust that we can give up our sin and will be glad we did

5. God is spirit, and his worshippers must worship in spirit and in truth.”

a. Jesus responds to her question, but he brings her back around to her personal need

b. Two keys to God-pleasing worship

i. Spirit: Sincerity, not “going through the motions”

1. If you are clinging to sin like this adulteress

1. Whether it be adultery

2. Or any other “bad habit” you “can’t let go of”

3. Ask yourself: am I doing something sinful that God would have me change?

4. Then ask: Why am I running away and not changing?

5. And what does it say about me that this sin is more important to me than God’s desire for my life?

2. You cannot truly worship God in spirit

3. Because your God is still your sin

4. And you’re pushing your faith aside in favor of your sin

ii. Truthfulness

1. If you cling to false teachings about God (false doctrine)

2. You’re not worshipping God in truth

3. You’re still like a Samaritan who worships what he doesn’t know

VII. The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming.

A. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.”

1. The Samaritans thought the Messiah would be mainly a teacher

2. Many people still think that of Jesus

3. But He is so much more than that

B. Then Jesus declared, “I who speak to you am he.”

1. He has great news for her & us

2. I who speak to you am the One you’ve been waiting for

3. I who speak to you am the One who frees you from Your sin

4. I who speak to you am the One who can transform your life & pull you out of the sinful life you’re living now

5. I who speak to you am the One Who paid for you on the cross

6. I who speak to you am the One Who forgives you

7. I who speak to you have given you new and eternal life

8. I who speak to you have set you free, because that’s what I do. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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