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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Does anyone know what “wisdom” is? It’s the ability to make good decisions. Running out into the middle of a busy street isn’t very wise. What else is not wise?

Message: Jesus made a great decision. He decided to die on the cross to take away our sins. He decided He wants us to live forever with Him.

True Sight

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (John 9:35-41, NIV) Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.” Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshipped him. Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind.” Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, “What? Are we blind too?” Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. We use the word “insight” for wisdom

B. Whom do you consider wise?

1. Maybe a political leader or pundit like Rush Limbaugh

2. Or is your definition of wisdom a counselor like Dr. Phil or Dr. Laura?

3. Or an activist like Martin Luther King, Jr. or Oprah Winfrey?

4. Or maybe your example of wisdom is a member of your family like a parent

C. Many people are blessed with varying degrees of insight in different areas

D. But Jesus, in today’s text, tells us that, without true sight from God, no matter how wise anyone else thinks you are,

E. You are blinder than a man with no eyes

II. Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and finding him, he said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?"

A. When Jesus healed this blind man, He had more in mind than just restoring his eyes

1. Because whatever healing you might receive from God

2. It will do you very little good if your soul is dying

B. When Jesus helped him, he didn’t leave the man in his sin

1. How often do you help people? For many of you, you do so on a regular basis.

2. But how often are you willing to take the next step?

3. What good does it do someone if you give them the world, but they lose their soul?

4. Jesus healed not only his body, but his soul as well

C. How willing are you to go that “extra mile” (which happens to be the most important mile), to help someone’s soul?

1. For some reason, sharing the gospel is the last thing we want to get caught doing

2. Of course, you know the reason

3. Your sinful flesh rebels and keeps you from doing the most important work God ever gave a man

4. The devil shows you how much easier it is to stay away from the subject of eternity

5. And the world tells you that it’s rude to discuss religion in mixed company

6. And so you listen to God’s enemies instead of to your Savior

III. He answered Him and said, "Who is He, Lord, that I may believe in Him?"

A. How often are we blinder than this man who had just received sight?

1. When you have an opportunity to serve your neighbor, do you see Jesus in him?

2. Jesus tells us, “Whatever you do to the least of my brothers, you do it for Me.”

3. When your neighbor serves you, whether it be a store clerk or a surgeon, do you see God at work through them?

4. Do you ever stop to thank God for His service to you through these people in their vocations?

B. This man was looking God in the face but had no idea it was Him

1. Because how can they know if nobody tells them?

2. Here is a man who knew Jesus was from God and believed in the coming Messiah

3. But he had no idea that they were one and the same

4. So Jesus told him

IV. Jesus said to him, "You have both seen Him, and the one talking to you is He."

A. Not only could the man see, but he could see that this was his Lord

B. And you can see Jesus as well

1. He has come to you through His Word, revealed Himself you in detail—if you know God’s Word, you know Jesus

2. He has been living in your heart from the moment of your Baptism

3. His body and blood are given to you to eat and drink in the Lord’s Supper—how much more intimate can you get?

C. It’s so easy to overlook God’s presence

1. We take his presence with us for granted

2. We avoid opportunities to be with Him in His Word

3. He is always with you—how often are you with Him?

V. But he said, "I believe, Lord," and he worshipped Him.

A. This man, having been cured of his blindness, saw Jesus for Who He is: God Himself

B. And we, having been cured of blindness to see Jesus for Who He is, worship Him as well

1. What worship does God want?

2. Joyful, thankful worship

3. Not worship out of obligation or pressure from others

4. And worship that goes beyond one hour each week

5. Worship that extends into your whole life through service to your neighbor, body and soul

VI. And Jesus said, "For judgment I have come into this world, that those who don't see may see, and those who see may become blind."

A. Jesus came for the blind

1. He came for those so lost in their sin that they don’t even know why they’re sinning

2. He came for those who wish to do God’s will but can’t see how and constantly stumble on unforeseen obstacles

3. He came for those who can’t see God’s love in their lives

4. He came for those who can see their own sin all too well but can’t see a way out of it

B. But those who think they can see won’t go to an eye doctor

1. Jesus came for all people

2. But those who think they don’t need Him—He has no help for them

3. Because they reject every help He gives them

4. If you think you’re good enough to earn God’s favor, Jesus has nothing to give you

5. You’ve chosen to go it alone

6. And even though you think you have all the insight you need, you are worse off than any blind man

7. Because those who can’t see their sin and need for a Savior are the blindest of the blind

VII. Those of the Pharisees who were with Him heard these things and said to Him, "We're not blind also, are we?"

A. What good is blind guide?

B. How can a man tell you to watch out for stumbling blocks if he can’t see them himself?

C. And make no mistake—the church is still full of blind leaders

1. Leaders in our own community who tell people that women and homosexuals are fit to be pastors

2. Leaders in our own community who reject the Biblical account of creation and any number of other historical accounts from Scripture

3. Leaders in our own community who don’t like to use masculine pronouns for God, even though God uses masculine pronouns exclusively in Scripture

4. Leaders in our own community for whom the cross of Christ takes a back seat to human works

5. Leaders in our own community who teach that people can be saved without faith in Christ!
D. These blind leaders are not just found on the coasts of our nation—they’re right here in Delaware County, and they’re the majority of the clergy in this county

E. Don’t trust the leadership of the blind—they are wolves in shepherds’ clothing

VIII. Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you would have no sin, but now, since you say, 'We see,' your sin remains."

A. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us

1. If you claim to be able to see, but you see no need for a Savior, you are the blindest of the blind

2. If you can see your sin, and it has no significant meaning to you, it’s time to open your eyes to the reality of hell

B. But if we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness

1. The blind man was completely dependent on Jesus to save him

2. He knew he could never save himself from his plight

3. And that’s the second step

4. But God always takes the first step

a) He took that step with the words, “Behold, you will conceive in your womb, and bring forth a son, and will call his name ‘Jesus.’”

b) He took the first step with the words, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?”

c) And He took the first step with the words, “He is not here—He is risen!”

5. In fact, God takes all the steps—repentance is simply acknowledging what He has already done for us

a) He has forgiven us

b) He has given us sight that we may see His love

6. Open your eyes and see the love of God given to you freely that you may one day see your Savior face to face and forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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