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Light for the stars

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (John 9:4,5, NIV) As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. In theatrical production, there is a technical meaning to the word, “Light”

1. Light specifically refers to the bulb: that which actually produces the light

2. The whole mechanism is called a “Lamp”

3. And in order to understand how we “shine as stars,” we need to make a similar distinction

B. You see, Jesus calls Himself the “Light of the World”

C. But He also calls us the same in another text

D. And the key to understanding what He meant is to understand the difference between a light and a lamp

II. As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me.

A. Jesus’ ministry lasted about three years

1. During that time, He healed the sick, preached, raised the dead, and lots of other miracles

2. He had a very urgent quality to His mission, that time was short, and there is much to do

B. The same is true of us

1. Our time is also short

2. Tonight could be your last night on this earth

3. If that were the case, is there anything you’d want to do before you go?

a. Specifically, is there anyone in your life who doesn’t know the Gospel?

b. Do you know anyone who might not be written in the Book of Life

c. How important is it to you that they may spend eternity in hell if you don’t tell them?

d. And what could possibly be more important than checking with them?

III. Night is coming, when no one can work.

A. Jesus was specifically referring to His upcoming death

1. Which was the primary purpose in His birth

2. We would have no reason to celebrate were it not for Jesus’ death on the cross

a. It was on the cross that His work came to fulfillment

b. It was on the cross that He took the blame before God for all your sins

c. It was on the cross that He earned for you the complete, absolute forgiveness of all of your sin

d. It was on the cross that He earned for you a free ticket to eternal life

B. And soon enough, your night will come as well

1. It is nothing to be feared

2. Except by those God has brought to you to share this good news of Jesus’ sacrifice for them

3. But of course, they don’t know any better, and for them, ignorance is damnation

IV. While I am in the world, I am the light of the world

A. So, who’s doing the shining, here?

B. It’s like the difference between a lamp and a light

1. We are the lamps: the enclosures for the light

a. We can shed no light of our own

b. We are poor, miserable sinners

c. But we are also paid for by the blood of the Son of God

2. Jesus is the light of the world

a. He is the one doing the shining

b. He is the message of Salvation

c. He is the One Who forgives us for not sharing the message, and for all our other sins as well.

d. He is the One Who is that message, remaining with the hearer to grant repentance and saving faith

e. And He is the “bright morning star” Who shines through the darkness of our sin to grant us eternal life. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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