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In with the New

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (John 1:14, PDT) And the Message became flesh and pitched His tent among us and we saw His glory, as the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I.
Introduction

A.
With ending, there is beginning as something new replaces it

B.
Tonight, we celebrate the end of a millennium

C.
As well, we celebrate the beginning of a new life in Christ

II.
Word became flesh

A.
Our message is not just about Christ

B.
We don’t just tell people about Christ

C.
We take Christ to the people

1.
The Savior from God is in the message

2.
He works through the Spirit-inspired message to work faith in the hearts of people

3.
These words are no ordinary words

a.
Well, human language

b.
Within them are the words of eternal life

D.
Word became flesh

1.
God became one of us

2.
Be our substitute—take our place

III.
Dwelt among us

A.
Set up tent

1.
Tabernacle: presence of God

2.
Lived with us on earth

3.
Still present through His Word & Sacraments

4.
Why we stress Jesus’ Real Presence in the Lord’s Supper

5.
He’s here with us—still!

IV.
Only begotten of God

A.
Son of God

B.
Begetting is what Fathers do

C.
Christ is the One who came from the Father from eternity to save us

D.
He’s always been the Son, but He took it further & was born

E.
Revealed God to sinners

V.
Full of grace & truth

A.
Good news

1.
Superman came for Truth, Justice, & the American Way

2.
Jesus came for truth & grace, not justice

a.
Good news

b.
Justice wouldn’t be what we’d want as sinners

c.
We need grace: undeserved love: God’s riches at Christ’s expense

d.
Fresh start, rejoicing in our new life in Christ. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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