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Children’s Sermon

Object: How did you get into this building today? Through the wall? Through the window?

Message: So if you want to live forever with Jesus, where's the door? Jesus is the door: by faith (believing) in Him that He died for our sins, we can be together with Him forever. Is there any other way? No, Jesus is the way.

The Door

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (John 10:1-10, NIV) “I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep. The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” Jesus used this figure of speech, but they did not understand what he was telling them. Therefore Jesus said again, “I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. All who ever came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A traveler relates that one day he came to a well at the time when the shepherds watered their flocks. Many different flocks came there at the same time. The sheep of the various flocks mingled, and no attempt was made to keep them separated. The traveler thought that the shepherds would have a tedious and difficult job separating them. But when the time came, each shepherd went his way calling his sheep, and every sheep followed its shepherd.

II. I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber.

A. All who ever came before me were thieves and robbers,

1. Not speaking here of the Old Testament prophets

2. But speaking of those who taught differently than the prophets

3. And those who claim to be Christ or hold his authority

4. There are still those who would claim this authority

a. The cult leaders: Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Moonies, etc.

b. As well anyone who creates doctrine from human ideas

i. In Jesus’ day, it was the scribes & Pharisees

ii. The best example since then is the papacy: the office of the pope

iii. As well anyone who says, “God told me” without Scripture

iv. And anyone who begins any statement about God with “I think”

5. Jesus calls them thieves & robbers

a. False teachings are spiritual murder

b. In our “Whatever you believe” society, it’s thought that “false teachings” are impossible, since whatever you believe is truth to you

c. But believing people can fly will lead to my death, and if you believe me, you’ll die, too

III. “I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep.

A. Jesus is the only way into the sheep fold: the Holy Christian Church

1. You are not saved by the works that the robbers would try to force on you

2. You’re saved by faith (Trust in Christ) and faith alone

a. No one can impose on us extra laws

b. And anyone who would try to make human effort part of the equation for salvation is a robber of souls

B. but the sheep did not listen to them.

1. Because you know better than to follow their lies

2. When the cultists knock on your door with their poisoned messages, you know that they worship a different Jesus than we do

3. When the TV shows try to tell you that morality is relative to your time and situations, you can fight back with the Word of God

C. But while we’re sheep, followers of Christ, we are also sinners with the tendency to stray

1. We get suckered by the garbage the media shovels into our minds

2. We fall for their lies all too often

3. And it even happens within the church

A prominent evangelist said, When you get to heaven, you will be ashamed of your denomination. There are no Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, or United Brethren. We are all one. If there is anything in your church which keeps you from sitting down with me at the Lords Table, it is wrong. Or if there is anything in my church which keeps me from sitting down with you, it, too, is wrong. That view is unionism.

True, in heaven the church will no longer be divided. The light of glory dispels all error. But here on earth people maintain error. What must be our attitude? May we hold church fellowship with those who deny Biblical doctrine? Dare we practice pulpit or altar fellowship with those who teach falsely? Unionism says yes. Jesus said no.

4. The purpose of a denomination is not to divide; it’s to unite

5. “Synod” means “walk together”

6. We walk together in the truth of God’s Word and reject all other teachings

7. If we have a proper understanding of God's Word, then anyone who disagrees with us is, by definition, wrong

8. And if we're not right, then I'm the robber by preaching heresy to you!

IV. The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep.

A. Who enters by the Gate, which is Christ?

1. Only the one who has the pure, unadulterated Word of God

2. When a pastor preaches to you, he must preach only the Word of God, whether it makes him popular or not

a. I heard a great compliment this week

b. Someone, speaking of Pastor Wessel, said, “He preached from the Bible.”

c. There is no higher goal for a preacher to obtain than exactly that

d. Because it is the pastor’s (shepherd) job to come through Christ

B. The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice.

1. Here’s the responsibility of all the sheep: to discern which voice you’re hearing

2. And listen only to the voice of Christ, spoken through His Word

3. And flee from any teaching that is not part of God’s Word

C. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.

1. Here’s the exciting thing about knowing the Shepherd

2. No matter where God leads you in your lives, He is there

3. You can’t lead someone from a distance

4. So God has promised to be with you always

5. And He gives you the Word & Sacraments as the assurance of that promise

a. His constant presence with you through your Baptism

b. His real presence in the Lord’s Supper

c. And His voice, speaking to you through His Word

V. When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them,

A. and his sheep follow him because they know his voice.

1. Faith knows the Word of God because God’s Word is always focused on the Cross

2. You can be sure of what’s truth & what’s error by looking for the marks

3. When they train people to recognize counterfeit money, they show them the real thing

a. Real money has tiny red & blue fibers throughout it

b. If you know the real thing, you can recognize the counterfeit no matter what form it takes

c. The real Gospel has the red blood of Christ at its center

B. But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.”

1. When someone is speaking heresy to you, don't listen!

2. If you enjoy listening to preachers of other faiths on the TV or radio (Christian or not), take that into account as you listen to them & discern truth from error

3. And if you're not sure which way to go, talk to your pastor, your shepherd and ask

4. But whatever you do, don't swallow the poison that's so prevalent out there!

VI. I am the gate;

A. whoever enters through me will be saved.

1. Here's why Jesus came

2. To lead us to eternal life

3. And no matter what the world says, there's only one door to union with God

4. And Jesus is that door

5. And only through faith that He has opened the door to us can we be saved

6. There is no other way!

7. But of course, we only need one way, and He has provided that way.

B. He will come in and go out, and find pasture.

1. Knowing that Jesus has paid the price for our sin, we can rest easy

2. No matter what we encounter in our lives, Jesus is there

3. When we find ourselves lost, having gone the wrong way in life, just listen to the Shepherd's Word and you'll see that even though you wandered away, He hasn't left you

C. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy;

1. Whether they intend to or not, this is what false teachings do

2. They lead us away from the green pastures our Shepherd provides for us

D. I have come that they may have life,

1. That's exactly what Jesus provided

2. By suffering & dying our death, we have been given eternal life

3. Jesus defeated death

4. And just as He rose to live forever, He has given us the promise that we will do the same

E. and have it to the full.

1. So enjoy life!

2. We have nothing to fear, because Jesus has promised us eternal glory

3. And He is with us, calling us and leading us home to be with Him forever in Jesus' name. Amen.

VII. Conclusion

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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