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Do you believe this?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (John 11:21-27, NIV) "Lord," Martha said to Jesus, "if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask." Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again." Martha answered, "I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day." Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" "Yes, Lord," she told him, "I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world."

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Background

A. Jesus was 2 days away & heard Lazarus was sick

B. He loved Lazarus, so He waited 2 more days

C. By the time He got there, Lazarus was 4 days in the tomb

D. Martha, his sister, scolded Him for not coming sooner

II. Martha understood

A. Lazarus was a sinner, just like you & me

1. Sin is serious business

2. Sin earns death: what we all deserve

3. To earn life, we must be perfect: perfect as God

4. Death is familiar: we see it today. It’s real.

B. Jesus had healed many people

1. Different kinds of people

2. Even raised some from the dead

3. It’d been 4 days: He’d never waited that long

4. All that stuff seemed so unreal

III. Martha didn’t understand

A. Jesus brings life

1. Wherever He goes, death ends

2. He never preached a funeral sermon because every funeral He ever attended got interrupted by resurrection

3. He is here for each of us

B. He removed the sting of death by getting the sting Himself

1. Remember “Have to be as perfect as God”?

2. Jesus lived that “Perfect as God” life

3. Died a criminal’s death: should’ve been us, but He took our place

4. Because He got what we deserve, we get what He deserves: eternal life

5. We can’t live a good enough life to get to heaven, but we don’t have to. Jesus did in our place.

6. We with Norma will all one day rise up with fixed bodies: immune to pain, cancer & other diseases, sin, and immune to death

7. Given to us free because Jesus paid for them

IV. Norma understood

A. I never got the chance to meet her: I regret that

1. I never got the chance to hear her say that she trusts in Jesus for her salvation

2. I know people who have heard her say it

3. I believe them

B. You knew her

1. Her children: remember how she pushed you to have your children baptized?

a. Because she knew that baptism is a free gift that she wanted them to have

b. She wanted to know that her family, whose pictures wallpapered her refrigerator, would live forever with her

2. Her grandchildren: did you hear what I said about your baptisms?

a. Your grandma loves you & was looking out for you

b. She’s with the same Jesus who died for her

c. She’s waiting for you and wants you to know free salvation as she is experiencing fully now

V. I want you to understand

A. With Jesus, the past is erased

B. He has paid the price for your sins and separated them from you: no longer a part of you

C. No judgment, because He was judged in our place

D. He gave new life to Norma, and He gives it to you, too

E. "Jesus is the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Him will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Him will never die. Do you believe this?" Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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