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Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (John 14:1-12, NIV) "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. You know the way to the place where I am going." Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we know the way?" Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No-one comes to the Father except through me. If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him." Philip said, "Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us." Jesus answered: "Don't you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, `Show us the Father'? Don't you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

Luther was for a time in gloomy spirits. In vain did Kate, his beloved wife, try to cheer him. At last she put on a widow’s garment and went around the house in deepest mourning. When Luther observed this, he asked, Who is dead? God, replied Kate. Don’t talk so foolish! retorted the great Reformer. Well, my dear Doctor, answered Kate, you are so downhearted that I concluded God must be dead, and so I put on my mourning apparel. Luther understood the lesson his good wife wished to teach him, embraced her, and forgot his cares. 

II. Jesus has informed us that He has a place for us

A. It can be scary

1. Never been there before

a. When my family & I came here, we were excited, yet apprehensive

b. We’ve loved it here, as we knew we would

2. No concept of what it’s like

a. Haven’t seen postcards

b. Most of us haven’t talked to anyone who’s been there

B. All we know is this place

1. We like it here

a. People we know

b. Things we’re familiar with

c. Comfortable distance from God

2. In heaven, it’s all new

a. Spirits of people who lived long ago

b. Angels rushing around serving God (Angels aren’t spirits of dead: when we die, our work is done.)

c. No one suffers, dies, or sins

d. We are constantly confronted by God

III. We often look for other ways

A. May be someone here still trying to earn your way in

1. Can’t do it: God demands you must be as perfect as Him

2. Don’t have to: Jesus already earned your way: bought your ticket

3. If you believe that entrance is free because of Jesus, then it’s free.

4. He is the only way, though, and if you’re trying to get in on your own, that’s a different way, and it won’t work

B. We look for other ways to be saved in other situations, too

1. Get into a jam: try to get ourselves out

2. Pray to the goddess “Luck”: cross fingers, knock on wood, whatever it takes: Idolatry

3. Jesus is the only way to be saved: trust Him & He won’t let you down

C. Sometimes, we don’t look at all

1. Things of this world can get in our way

2. We forget about our true home

An old Norwegian catechism says that God our Father called us aside one day in the home palace of heaven and sent us out to this island colony called the earth. After describing what our life would be like here, our Lord ends by saying, The greatest danger is that you may fall in love with this island so that you will not care to return to the home kingdom. Love the island because it is My possession, but do not love it because it is your home. It is not your home. Your home is here in the palace with Me.

3. We didn’t exist before our conception, but we must never worship the creation over the Creator

4. The day that anything in this world becomes a higher priority than God, it’s idolatry: false god

IV. We do have a home prepared for us

A. Don’t have to be afraid

1. “There are no strangers here: only friends we haven’t met.”

2. God is always there

a. He is here: you just can’t see Him

i. He’s omnipresent

ii. He’s in His Word: brings people to faith

iii. He’s present in the Lord’s Supper: forgives our sins again

b. He’s not there to judge us: no sin in heaven

c. We won’t have to worry about sinning: it’ll be removed completely

d. God will just be there to remind us how much He loves us

e. Whenever my wife looks me in the eye & tells me she loves me, it makes me really happy

f. When God does in heaven, it’ll make me even happier

B. We do know someone who’s been there

1. Jesus came from there & went back there

2. He likes it enough to buy us a ticket

V. Conclusion: If we’re sad, it’s okay

A. We won’t have perfect Happiness until we leave this place

B. But it doesn’t need to last: we will live forever

1. Nothing to fear

2. Nothing to try to avoid

C. Rejoice: Jesus is the way, and He has opened the doors. Amen

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: My robe

Message: What color is it? Ask individually, quietly. All get the same answer. If something is true, it’s true for everyone. Such is it with Salvation in Jesus. Only one truth.
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