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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: What are you afraid of?

Message: God loves us, and we have nothing to fear. He has even saved us from hell. †

No Fear

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. You know the way to the place where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?” Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.” Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. (John 14:1-12, NIV)

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Anyone who’s ever gone shopping with a child has seen this scenario:

1. The adult starts walking away while the child is still looking at something

2. Then the adult has to stop and call the child’s name, often more than once, to get the child’s attention

B. One of the best cures for this behavior is to simply hide around a corner and wait for the child to realize he’s alone

1. The first and only reaction is generally panic

2. But the fear of being left alone is generally enough to raise the child’s awareness, at least for the rest of the day

C. But possibly the most common fear is the fear of losing someone important to you

D. And that’s what the disciples were facing

1. It was the night Jesus was to be betrayed

2. And He was preparing His disciples for His absence

3. Yet His Words apply as much today to us as they did that night

II. Don’t let your heart be disturbed. Believe in God and believe in me.

A. If you know Who God is, you have nothing to fear

1. Whatever fearful thing you may face, fear God above all things

2. Whatever hateful thing you may face, love God above all things

3. When you can’t trust someone or a situation, trust in God about all things

B. Jesus shows here that fear comes from lack of faith

1. What are you so afraid that God can’t—or won’t—handle?

2. When you are stressed and fearful, why don’t you believe in Jesus, that He can and will care for you?

III. “In My Father’s house are many living places. If it were not so, I would not have told you, for I go to prepare a place for you.

A. You see, no matter what troubles face you in this world, you have nothing to fear

1. Because there will come a day when your troubles will be gone

2. So all you have to do is endure whatever troubles you face for now

3. And keep focusing on your home in your Father’s house

4. And know that Jesus cares for you all along and has His angels watching over you as well

B. And you can trust Jesus’ promise

1. This is no “maybe”

2. This is no “If God so wills it”—because He does

3. Jesus has a place prepared for you in His kingdom

4. And He has promised that you will reign with Him

5. No matter where you live or have lived

6. When Jesus returns, you will be truly home

IV. “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and bring you to Myself so that the place where I am you also may be.

A. Jesus wouldn’t prepare a place for you if He didn’t plan on you being there

B. So since He’s going through all the effort of preparing a place for you in His Kingdom of Glory,

C. You can be sure He’ll make sure to keep and preserve you until you arrive there

1. He wants you with Him

2. He faced the wrath of God on your behalf just to save you
V. “And you know the way where I am going. Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going, and how can we know the way?”

A. Thomas, speaking for the rest of the disciples, just didn’t get it

B. It wasn’t until after the resurrection that he understood

C. But you have the advantage of hindsight

1. You know where Jesus was going—to the cross, to hell, and to heaven…in victory

2. But even with hindsight, do you get it even now?

a) Do you get it that you really don’t have to worry?

b) Do you get it that the kingdom of God is the #1 top priority?

c) Do you get it that only those things relating to God’s kingdom are of ultimate importance?

d) Do you get it that, when the world places other priorities before you as higher priorities than God’s kingdom, the world is lying to you?

VI. Jesus said to them, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father but by Me.”

A. You have heard people say, “All religions are basically the same—they just call God by a different name.”

B. But Jesus stands against that statement here

1. Yes, it’s true that most religions are basically the same

a) Because every religion in the history of the world, including atheism, has taught that you must be good to be saved

b) They teach that your eternal destiny, whether it be some kind of heavenly place or just being fondly remembered, depends to some degree on your own works

2. But Christianity is “the other religion”

a) We alone, by God’s Word, teach that you are saved not by your own works, but by the merits of Christ

b) And that is why Jesus is truly “the only way”

c) Sadly, many Christian churches even teach that those without faith can receive the gift of eternal life by their works

d) But you can’t earn a gift, or it’s no longer a gift

e) And if you can be saved without faith in Christ, then Jesus is a way, a lie, and irrelevant to life

f) But you know that’s not true

g) Jesus is the only way to God because He is God

VII. “If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also. From now on, you have known Him and have seen Him.”

A. Something else that separates Jesus from His imitators is His divinity

B. In Jesus Christ, God became flesh

C. You need fear nothing because you literally have God with you

1. He came to be fully human, to share in your joys and your burdens, your struggles and your temptations

2. And He promised to be with you always

3. So even though you can’t see Him because He is not revealed to us in the flesh right now,

4. He is still with you and revealed to you

a) He is present in His Word

b) He is even present in the flesh through the Lord’s Supper

c) And He is literally in you through your Baptism

d) God and all that He is has somehow “squeezed” Himself into your heart

VIII. Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it will be sufficient for us.”

A. Philip is just like you

B. “If only Jesus were here to answer our questions!”

C. He is here speaking to you—are you listening?

D. You watch your words and actions on this property moreso than when you’re away from here

E. He’s with you all the time—do you believe that?

F. If so, why don’t your actions show it?

IX. Jesus said to him, “Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how do you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own initiative, but the Father remaining in Me does His works.”

A. You are, because of your Baptism, a citizen of the kingdom of God

B. You are already, not just when Jesus comes back

C. So why do you so often act like a citizen of hell or of this world?

X. “Believe in Me that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me; otherwise believe through the works themselves.

A. In spite of your sinful lives, God has given you His Word, both in the flesh of Jesus Christ and in the Word you hear from Holy Scriptures

B. And through God working through His Word, He has given you faith

1. Faith that recognizes your failures and sin

2. Faith that clings to God’s mercy in Christ

3. Faith that clings to the promise of the resurrection

XI. Truly, truly, I say to you, the one who believes in Me, the works that I do, he also will do, and greater works than these he will do, since I’m going to the Father.

A. The greatest miracle of all is eternal life and salvation

B. And Jesus has given us His Word to you to share with others

C. He has forgiven your sin so you have nothing to fear

D. And you can share His Word so that they need not fear either

E. Because God has given forgiveness, life, and salvation to you forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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