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Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (John 15:1-8, NASB) “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vine dresser. “Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it, that it may bear more fruit. “You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. “Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you, unless you abide in Me. “I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me, and I in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing. “If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch, and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it shall be done for you. “By this is My Father glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A few years ago, the Associated Press released a study done by an agricultural school in Iowa. It reported that production of 100 bushels of corn from one acre of land, in addition to the many hours of the farmer's labor, required 4,000,000 pounds of water, 6,800 pounds of oxygen, 5,200 pounds of carbon, 160 pounds of nitrogen, 125 pounds of potassium, 75 pounds of yellow sulfur, and other elements too numerous to list. In addition to these things, which no man can produce, rain and sunshine at the right time are critical. It was estimated that only 5% of the produce of a farm can be attributed to the efforts of man.

II. Jesus is the vine

A. “Vine” in the Bible conveys “source”

1. Vines are source of nourishment for grapes

a. Juice from which we get wine

b. What the plant depends on for life

2. Jesus is the source of all good things

a. Earthly blessings, like music, family, & friends

b. Forgiveness of sins

i. Shedding His blood in our place on the cross

ii. Forgiving us again & again through the Word & Sacraments

1. Lord’s Supper: Both wine & Jesus’ blood

2. This is more than just a metaphor

III. If you don’t bear fruit, you’re cut off

A. Sounds like Works Righteousness: false belief in salvation by works

B. Speaking of the obedience of faith

1. Apart from Jesus, we can do nothing

a. Totally corrupt

b. Unable even to believe: need the gift of Faith

c. Only then able to believe that Jesus paid for our sins

d. Only then able to respond in thanks and service

IV. Bear fruit by remaining in Christ

A. Can’t bear fruit if you’re cut off

1. Being here is a  start

2. Being a Christian is more than 60 or even 120 minutes/week

3. Not a chore

a. Jesus is the source of all things good

b. Only makes sense to want to be as close to Him as possible

B. Can bear amazing fruit through faith

1. Faith recognizes God’s hand in our lives

2. Faith clings to that hand & allows it to remove the dead parts so we can grow

3. We wilting branches can become major producers of the fruit of the Spirit to the Vine dresser’s glory and in the Vine’s name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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