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Children’s Sermon

Object: Is Jesus here? How do you know?

Message: Is it good or bad that He’s here? Why is it good? How do you know?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (John 17:1-11, NIV) After Jesus said this, he looked towards heaven and prayed: “Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began. “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name--the name you gave me--so that they may be one as we are one.
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

Most of you have heard of mathematician and physicist Sir Isaac Newton. Consider his invention of the telescope, his study of gravitation, his famous Principia. Yet when he was asked as an old man, What do you consider your greatest discovery? Newton humbly replied, I have made two important discoveries in life: the one, I know I am a very great sinner; the other, I know Jesus is even a greater Savior.

A. Today’s text is called “Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer”

1. What does this mean?

a. A priest is someone who serves as a go-between, a mediator, between man and God

b. And the High Priest performs the sacrifice necessary to remove man’s sin to bring us to God

c. Jesus is the ultimate High Priest

d. He performed the ultimate sacrifice of Himself on the cross to restore us to God once & for all

II. After Jesus said this, he looked towards heaven and prayed:

A. Jesus had just predicted His own crucifixion

B. His disciples were concerned, but Jesus had comforted them

C. Now, He turns His attention to the Father with the disciples, both the 12 and all of His followers throughout time, on His heart

III. “Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.

A. Now keep in mind that, according to His Divine nature, Jesus already had the glory of the Father

1. He is God from eternity

2. But According to His human nature, being both God & man

3. He set aside that glory to live among us

4. What is that glory?

a. Honor, Respect, Renown

b. He wants all people to recognize Him for Who He is: the Son of God; God Himself

c. Because it is through knowing Him that we are saved

B. “For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him.

1. “Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.

a. Knowing God in this context is more than just “head knowledge”

i. Not “I believe that there’s a god.”

ii. Not “I believe that Jesus is God.”

iii. Not even “I believe that Jesus was God, Who died on a cross.”

iv. And not something you can accomplish yourself

1. We’re sinners

2. Our human nature is inherently evil: rebellious against God

3. By ourselves, we can do nothing good

4. Not even believe that Jesus is our salvation

b. Knowing God is faith: trust in Jesus’ salvation

i. Knowing God means knowing that Jesus died for you
ii. Knowing God means trusting that His death paid for your sins

iii. Knowing God means believing that Jesus rose from the dead so that we will do the exact same thing on the last day

iv. Knowing God means courage in the face of all obstacles and all enemies, that God will triumph for and through us and already has
v. And knowing God, Faith, is a gift from the same God, given to us through the Word and Sacraments

C. “I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do.

1. It was Thursday, and Jesus’ preaching and teaching was drawing to a close

a. He had spread the Word about God

b. He had taught and showed them God’s love

i. By preaching about God’s complete forgiveness

ii. By healing and helping wherever He went

iii. Even by raising the dead on several occasions

2. “And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.

a. If glory means “respect”, how could God have glory before the creation?

b. Such is the nature of God: He knows Himself, the Trinity, and what greater glory could you have than to be respected by God?

c. Now, Jesus claims that glory so all may know Him and be saved

D. “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world.

1. “They were yours; you gave them to me and they have kept your word.

a. We were God’s from the beginning

b. He made us, and He had ownership rights to us

c. When we sinned, by right, He could have destroyed us

d. Or He could have sent us to the ultimate destruction: eternal hell

e. But instead, He gave us to His Son

f. And Jesus, the Word-made-flesh gave us God’s Word, Himself

g. What an amazing God: we belong to Him, and He gives Himself to us!

2. “Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you.

a. What is that?

b. All things

c. But especially salvation

d. Especially God’s name, by which we are saved

3. “For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted received them.

a. This is how we’re saved

b. Not by making some sort of decision: that would be a work, and we can’t be saved by works

c. No, we’re saved through (passively) receiving the Word, which is given us by the Holy Spirit

4. “They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me.

a. And this is what faith is

b. Certainty

i. In ancient Greek theater, there was a plot device called “Deus Ex Machina”: God from the Machine

ii. In some plays, the hero would get himself into trouble that he couldn’t get out of

iii. Then a crane would lower down a “god” character who would save the hero

iv. That concept is still used today in stories: something comes out of nowhere to save the hero of the story instead of him getting himself out of the trouble

v. It’s considered by literary scholars to be lousy writing: a cop-out when the author can’t figure out a solution

c. But our God doesn’t “come out of nowhere”

i. He was with us from the beginning

ii. His coming to us and saving us was foretold for over fourteen hundred years by the prophets

iii. And this Jesus is no actor hanging from a crane

iv. He is God, hanging on a cross

1. Saving us, not by scooping us up and carrying us away

2. But by trading places with us, suffering for our rebellion

E. “I pray for them.

1. “I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours.

a. It’s not that Jesus isn’t concerned about non-Christians

b. He prays for them a few verses later

c. Jesus prays for the disciples (us Christians)

d. That we may be kept in the faith so we can share the message with others

e. Because God wants all men to be saved

f. And He has called us to deliver the saving Word

2. “All I have is yours, and all you have is mine.

a. Not only the power and all creation

b. But the Name of God

c. And the Name of God is how we’re saved

d. He put His name on us in our Baptism

e. When you have God’s name, you’re part of his family

f. You have the keys to the house, or in God’s case, the entire kingdom!

i. Because Jesus is our priest

ii. And through Him, we are all priests

1. We don’t need to go through angels or saints in our prayers

2. We can go directly to God, on our own behalf, as well as others’

3. Because God, for Jesus’ sake, has given all that to us!

3. “And glory has come to me through them.

a. How can we glorify God?

b. How can we ad to God’s honor?

c. By keeping His Word:

i. Spreading His love

ii. Sharing the message of Salvation in Jesus Christ

4. “I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you.

a. When Jesus was preparing for His death on our behalf

b. He didn’t say, “Okay, I did My part, now it’s your turn.”

c. He didn’t say, “I did My job; now you’re on your own.”

5. “Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name--

a. “the name you gave me--

i. How does God’s name protect us?

ii. Jesus, the only One by Whose name we must be saved,

iii. He took your place on the cross

iv. He paid for your sins

v. So when God looks at you, all He sees is the perfection of His Only Begotten Son

vi. Because Jesus traded your sin for His perfection

vii. So we have Jesus’ name, and God cares for us the same way as He cares for the Son, Whom He’s been with from eternity

b. “so that they may be one as we are one.

i. And here we find the power of the Body of Christ

ii. God brings us together to give us support

iii. He unifies us

1. Not because we’re Germans

2. Not because we’re from around here

3. But because we’re unified in God’s Word

4. We’re unified in God’s Name

5. He has unified us in His forgiveness for eternal life

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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