Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it, to decide whose it shall be

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (John 19:23,24, NIV) When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom. "Let's not tear it," they said to one another. "Let's decide by lot who will get it." This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled which said, "They divided my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing." So this is what the soldiers did.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. This Lent season, we’ll be looking at the words under the cross, what was spoken by the people present at the crucifixion

II. Our world is full of division

A. Nations & Languages

1. God did it originally to avoid another Tower of Babel

2. We do a pretty good job of keeping it that way

a. We don’t even like people from Illinois

b. An L.A. school had to cancel planned activities because of racial tension

B. Marriages

1. Divorce rate continues to climb

2. People live together first to see if it’ll work out, even though it’s completely different

C. Religions

1. World religions beyond counting

2. Even in the Christian Church, we are divided

a. We can’t agree on doctrine or practice

b. When we do unite with other denominations, it’s usually a false unity

i. Ignore differences, no matter how serious

ii. Instead, get hung up on non-essentials

iii. (Teaching on Lord’s Supper not important, but different hymnal? no way!)

D. We are separated from God

1. Happened in Eden

2. Been that way ever since

a. Turn backs on God, “I’m going to do this MY way.”

III. But just as Jesus’ robe wasn’t divided, so it is with God

A. We don’t just need part of Him

1. Just the sermons

2. Just the miracles

3. Just the perfect life

4. Just the cross

5. Just the empty tomb

B. He is with us completely

1. In our good times

2. In our bad times

3. When we want Him here

4. When we don’t

C. He makes us whole

1. Forgives our sin

2. Remakes us sin-free

3. Not just whole, but clean

IV. Ash Wednesday: we mourn our sin

A. because it put Jesus on the cross

B. But we thank Him for making us whole again

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

