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He saw & Believed

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (John 20:1-9, NIV) Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don't know where they have put him!" So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the burial cloth that had been around Jesus' head. The cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen. Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.)

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: (As John)

A. Probably heard it a million times before

B. Jesus dies, buried, rises

C. Wouldn't be a boring story if you'd been there

II. Started with the ultimate bad weekend

A. Everything was going okay until Judas (little rat) betrayed Jesus

B. Never would have expected him: maybe Andrew or Simon

C. He goes on trial

1. Mob was out for Him

2. Even released Barabbas

D. Dies a horrible death on the Cross

1. Never lost His cool: "Father, forgive them…"

2. Left me in charge of His mom

a. Least I could do for Him: He was my friend

b. Trusted me with all kinds of important stuff

c. We always felt like kids around Him: so smart (helps when You're God!)

d. He talked about dying & rising, but we didn't get it

III. Sunday morning

A. I'm sleeping @ our hideout

1. Not well: strange dreams

2. Mary, the one from Magdala, comes busting in

3. He's gone

B. Didn't know what to think

1. Steal Him?

2. Want to mock him some more?

3. Simon slip out & try to do something stupid?

C. Peter & I take off

1. As we're running, we're talking

2. "What do you think?"

3. "I think I'm going to find who did it & sick Simon on him."

4. "What if He's alive again?"

D. Peter stops dead

1. What do you mean?

2. He mentioned it

3. If He is, I don't think I can face Him (Get behind me all over again, but this time for keeps)

4. I left him to think about it; I had to know

E. I get there & stopped

1. He wasn't there

2. Didn't go in: ever fear the worst & don't want to know for sure? (or opposite?)

F. Peter shoves me out of the way

1. Linens were neatly folded

2. No sign of forced entry, except the stone rolled away

3. He really was alive

4. Peter had trouble with it: in denial

5. I knew it. Didn't understand, but somehow, I knew.

IV. Later, He explained it to us (again)

A. Died in our place

1. Can't be saved by "living a good life"

2. He got what we deserve so we'd get what He earned 4 us

B. Rose again

1. Close the deal

a. God had accepted His sacrifice

b. The debt was paid

c. "It worked!"

2. New beginning

a. He forgave Peter (& the rest of us)

b. Death came into the world because of sin

c. God's wrath

d. Jesus absorbed that wrath

e. Turned the wrath inside out

f. Death was reversed

3. We get to live forever

a. Just as He rose from the grave, so will we

b. Just as He went up into the sky, so will we

c. The ultimate bad weekend becomes the ultimate good forever

V. Conclusion: Jesus took our sins on the cross with Him

A. He left them there

B. He rose, and they were gone

C. If you look for them, you might be able to find them

D. Sins are better off lost. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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