Do you love me?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me more than these?" "Yes, Lord," he said, "you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Feed my lambs." Again Jesus said, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me?" He answered, "Yes, Lord, you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Take care of my sheep." The third time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, "Do you love me?" He said, "Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Feed my sheep. (John 21:15-17, NIV).

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Do you love Me? What must it have been like for Peter?

A. Today is St. Timothy’s Day, a day for pastors & church workers, but also a day for all who are charged with sharing the Gospel with God’s flock

1. Peter had once said he was willing to die for Jesus

2. Jesus had the right to ask: Peter failed: denied Him 3 times

3. Now, he had nothing to point to to say, “Here’s my proof”

B. Do you love Him?

1. Do you feed his lambs?

2. Have you shared Jesus with every member of your family?

3. Do your coworkers, the people you golf with, the people at the store know about Jesus? Have you told them?

4. Are your children absolutely sure that they’ll be saved? Do they know why?

5. Do you neglect their spiritual upbringing, saying, “That’s why we have pastors and Sunday School teachers?”

C. Do you love Him?

1. Do you tend God’s flock?

2. Do you serve the little ones by giving them your time and love?

3. Do you serve your peers by giving of yourself to help others? What have you done lately?

4. Do you serve those older than you who need your help or time?

D. Do you love Him?

1. Yes Lord, you know I love you.

2. I know my actions don’t show it, and if You didn’t know all things, you wouldn’t know I do.

II. Do you love Me? What must it have been like for Peter?

A. When it came time for Peter to keep his promise, He failed

B. Where Peter failed, Jesus won

1. Jesus died because of our weakness

2. He remained silent before His accusers just like our silence in His defense before the world

C. Asked him to shepherd His flock

1. He knows that we aren’t perfect

2. He knows that we fail

3. He knows that we’ve turned our backs on Him again & again

4. So he says, “Feed my sheep.”

5. He doesn’t care about the past. Always another chance.

D. Peter became a pillar of the church

1. Still failed at times

2. But He rejoiced in Jesus’ forgiveness

3. And he kept going, letting Jesus pick him up when he fell

E. We, too, shepherd his flock

1. We’ll fail sometimes, too

2. But He’ll forgive us as He always has

3. He’ll pick us up over and over and help us stumble along.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Learning to ride a bike

Message: How many can ride a bike with no training wheels? Keep working at it until we got it. Still fall sometimes.

Jesus wants us to tell others about Him. If we fail, he gives us another chance.

Prayer: Jesus, I love You. Help me to help others & tell them about you.

