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Children’s Sermon

Object: Where does your food come from? House? Clothes? Eternal life?

Message: (Trace each back to God)

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (John 21:1-14, NKJV) After these things Jesus showed Himself again to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias, and in this way He showed Himself: Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of His disciples were together. Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We are going with you also.” They went out and immediately got into the boat, and that night they caught nothing. But when the morning had now come, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. Then Jesus said to them, “Children, have you any food?” They answered Him, “No.” And He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast, and now they were not able to draw it in because of the multitude of fish. Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” Now when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment (for he had removed it), and plunged into the sea. But the other disciples came in the little boat (for they were not far from land, but about two hundred cubits), dragging the net with fish. Then, as soon as they had come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid on it, and bread. Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish which you have just caught.” Simon Peter went up and dragged the net to land, full of large fish, one hundred and fifty-three; and although there were so many, the net was not broken. Jesus said to them, “Come and eat breakfast.” Yet none of the disciples dared ask Him, “Who are You?”--knowing that it was the Lord. Jesus then came and took the bread and gave it to them, and likewise the fish. This is now the third time Jesus showed Himself to His disciples after He was raised from the dead.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Two accounts of a miraculous catch of fish in the gospels

B. First is in Luke 5 @ the beginning of Jesus’ ministry as He calls His disciples

1. There, Peter responded in fear

2. “Go away from me, Lord, I’m a sinful man!”

C. Things are different now

1. It’s at the end of Jesus’ earthly ministry

2. He’s already died for our sins & risen from the grave

II. The disciples were together.

A. They’d seen Jesus and were waiting

1. What’s next?

2. The angel said Jesus’d meet them in Galilee

3. They didn’t know when

B. We can relate to these disciples

1. Have you ever asked, “What’s next?”

2. Don’t know what tomorrow will bring

3. Certain discomfort not being in control of tomorrow

III. They went into the boat & caught nothing all night.

A. When we try to lead our own lives, we often profit nothing

B. Need to understand that God will determine our success

C. He will give us success (by His definition—not ours)

D. Sometimes, He makes us wait for His time

IV. At morning, Jesus was on the beach, but they didn’t recognize Him.

A. Typical of Jesus

1. After we try to accomplish something ourselves & are exhausted

2. He shows up & does it for us

3. For some reason (lack of faith), we’re always surprised

B. They didn’t recognize Him at first

1. Only 100 yards off

2. He often hid His identity from them after the resurrection

3. In fact, we too can only see Him for Who He is by His action

a. Faith is a gift of God

b. Wrought by the Holy Spirit

c. Allows us to recognize Jesus as the Son of God

V. “You don’t have any fish, do you?” “No.”

A. Jesus shows them their need

1. Just to make it clear that they can’t do it on their own

2. Like calming the storm or creating woman, God shows us our needs so we recognize His hand in providing

VI. “Cast the net on the right side”

A. About now, things should be getting familiar

1. At the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, they caught a bunch of fish by trying the other side of the boat

2. Now, Jesus says the same thing

B. Keep in mind that they didn’t recognize Him yet

1. Why did they do as He said? Don’t know.

2. Jesus can be quite the motivator

3. Perhaps they remembered that first time they’d heard those words

4. Sure enough, it happened again: a boatload of fish

a. Remember last time, that Jesus compared these fish to the people they’d catch: “Fishers of men”

b. Here again, we’re reminded of His promise that His word doesn’t go out & return empty

c. Yet if we use our own words & ideas, we should expect no return at all

d. Human thoughts and ideas can’t bring spiritual blessing

e. Only the Word of God

5. Now, I invite you to throw your net on the right side

a. Find the postcard & fill it out

VII. “It’s the Lord.” Peter dove into the water.

A. John is the first to figure out what’s going on

1. He remembers clearly the last time this happened

2. No one else can gather so many fish together so fast

3. “It’s the Lord.”

B. Peter wastes no time

1. Throws on his shirt & dives into the water

2. No hesitation this time

3. No fear

4. Not even concern about bringing in the fish

5. Just the joy of being with Jesus

VIII. The rest came in the boat, dragging the net.

A. Loaded down with all those fish

1. Ever get frustrated with others in the church?

2. They’ve been caught like you in the Lord’s net through the witness of the apostles

3. Only by the work of God that we’re here

B. We only have the burden of those we love because Jesus gave them to us

1. Those people we get so frustrated with are our brothers & sisters in Christ

2. God has given them to us as a blessing

3. Works the other way: God has given you to others as a blessing

4. Are you being a blessing to them or testing their patience?

IX. Jesus already had fish & bread on the coals.

A. In spite of all the work Jesus accomplishes through us, He’s still the sole provider

1. He provides what we need

2. When we sow His Word, He produces the results

3. He goes on to provide for us throughout

X. “Bring some fish.”

A. Once we’re saved (not talking about conversion here), He gives us opportunity to contribute to the project

1. Our contributions, whether they be time, talents, treasures, or hopefully a combination thereof

2. Minimal compared to His part

3. Like my 3-year-old daughter helping me or my wife stand up

4. At the same time, He counts on us to contribute to the cause

a. Why He didn’t send angels to preach the Gospel

b. Why He doesn’t usually pour money into the church

c. He doesn’t need our help, but He wants us to learn to serve the church & our fellow man

XI. Peter dragged it to land, but it wasn’t torn.

A. Peter obviously led the cause—didn’t do it himself

B. The net wasn’t torn

1. If then net represents the church, we can be assured

a. Even though we’re divided because of false teachings

b. Even though there are Christians throughout the world in abundance

c. The true church will remain: not torn apart

i. The Gospel preached in its purity

ii. The sacraments rightly administered

d. No matter how hard Satan tries to drag us out

XII. Jesus gave them bread & fish.

A. He provides, plain & simple

1. All our daily needs

a. That wouldn’t be worth anything if He only provided for this life

2. He provides for eternity

a. He did that by providing the one thing we needed more than anything else: forgiveness of sins

b. God doesn’t just ignore sin; He’s holy & just & can’t tolerate sin

c. It has to be paid for

d. Only way to pay for sin is to die

e. Exactly what Jesus did for us: died in our place

i. Then He cast the net of the teachings of the apostles

ii. Snagged us & drew us into the kingdom of God in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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