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Basking in the Light

Object: 3 colored lights: red, green, blue, combined to make the secondary colors

Prayer: Lord God, Heavenly Father, You created us pure and perfect, free to walk in the light of Your love, yet we constantly reject Your guidance.  In turn, You responded not in anger, but in love by saving us through the death of Your only Son.  Then, You sent Your Spirit to help us understand what You’ve done for us.  Lord, help us to know You better and strengthen our faith that we might respond in a way that gives a reason for our hope in You.  We pray this in the name of Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling council. He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. For no-one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him.” In reply Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth, no-one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.” “How can a man be born when he is old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb to be born!” Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no-one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, `You must be born again.' The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” (John 3:1-8, NIV).

Outline
I. Intro: We walk in darkness like Nicodemus

A. We stumble without knowing God

B. He offers us illumination through His Word

C. Conceived in sin, born spiritually dead

II. The Father created the world & us (Nicodemus familiar with this birth)

A. We fell into sin

B. We are in a state of sin, unable to free ourselves

III. The Son paid for us

A. By living the perfect life we never could

B. By dying the death we deserve

C. Restoring our relationship with the Father, making us more valuable than gold

IV. The Spirit makes it real to us
A. Came to us at our Baptism.

B. Already present at the creation, resting on the surface of the waters

C. Through Baptism we are born again a new creation.

D. Makes Jesus King of our lives

1. Already King (Nicodemus was close)

2. Helps us to recognize Him (Nicodemus didn’t quite get it)

a. Removes our fear

i. Of punishment

ii. Of Satan

iii. Of earthly enemies (Like those Nicodemus feared)

iv. Of pain

b. Helps us to live in freedom

i. To approach God

ii. To serve God

E. Gives us joy & peace through that knowledge

V. The Triune God makes us pure 

A. Now

1. We are sure of our salvation and don’t have to question it

2. We rejoice in all God’s gifts: Creation, Redemption, Sanctification

B. When Jesus returns

1. He’ll remove our sinful flesh: Physically & Spiritually Born Again

2. He’ll remove the effects of sin from His creation
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