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Children’s Sermon

Object: What can you tell me about Jesus? What can you tell others about Jesus?

Message: Now, I’m telling you: Jesus loves you. He forgives your sins, and since He is God, He has the power to give you life forever, and that’s exactly what He’s given you.

Trinity/Father’s Day

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (John 3:7-17) You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? I tell you the truth, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? No-one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven--the Son of Man. Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. This week, we celebrated Vacation Bible School

1. For three hours, five days in a  row, we focused on one message

2. That Jesus loves us and died for our sins so we can live forever with Him

3. And even though we essentially just repeated that message in all kinds of different ways

4. The children hearing and the adults teaching never got tired of that message

a. Instead, the children responded with questions like, “Pastor, are you sure about that?”

b. And “Then why would anyone try to earn it if Jesus already earned it for us?”

B. But many of those children, like Nicodemus, at the beginning of the week had only heard about Jesus, but didn’t truly know Him

C. And yet, by hearing the Gospel this week, the Holy Spirit gave them faith in the Good Shepherd Who was sent to us by the Father

D. And so today, we celebrate Trinity Sunday,

1. recognizing this incomprehensible God who is 3 persons in 1 God

2. and recognizing His incomprehensible love for lost, condemned creatures

II. "Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born from above.'

A. The expression, “Born again” or “Born from above” is often misunderstood

1. Many people believe that being “born again” involves some kind of mental process

2. That faith is a human decision

3. But think back—do you remember when you decided to be born and when you chose your parents?

4. Just as you don’t get to choose to be born and to whom to be born

5. So you don’t choose to be born again

6. That’s why you can’t Baptize yourself: God’s salvation is given to you, not something you take for yourself

B. But like the Trinity, some things are just difficult to understand when it comes to God

1. How can He create faith for eternal life through water and words?

2. How can He love such a sinner as me?

III. "The Spirit [/wind] breathes [where He] wills, and the sound of Him you hear, but you know not from where and to where He goes; in the same way is everyone who is born from the Spirit."

A. You see, it’s not your works that give salvation

1. Today is Fathers’ Day, and we celebrate our loving fathers

2. But any father who thinks his love is a great personal accomplishment is a fool

3. Because God, our heavenly Father, is the source of love

4. And it is only through His love that we are able to truly show love

5. So as you honor your fathers today (or are honored as a father), remember your Heavenly Father,

a. that you don’t measure up to His love

b. But that He loves you and uses you to show His love anyway

B. Salvation comes 100% from God

1. No matter what anyone tells you, be they pastors or even angels from heaven

2. There is only one way to pay for sin

a. Death

b. And Jesus already paid that price for you

3. And there is only one way to receive that benefit

a. Faith: trust in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior

b. And the Spirit, through Word and Sacrament, has done that for you and in you

IV. Nicodemus answered and said to Him, "How can these things be?"

A. This is the shock that the world expresses when faced with the Gospel

1. In Nicodemus’ case, it was wonder

2. In other cases, it’s anger

B. Regardless, it’s no surprise

1. Nicodemus, as a Pharisee, believed that salvation is a human work, and a whole lot of them

2. It’s our natural sinful tendency

a. “Look what I’ve accomplished.”

b. “I did this.”

3. But salvation is a free gift

a. In a world where “There’s no such thing as a free lunch,”

b. A free never-ending banquet is just beyond sinful man’s expectations

i. Yet it is reality

ii. Because God is not bound by our ideas of how the world works—or should work

iii. He is bound (and nailed) by His own love

V. Jesus answered and said to him, "Are you the teacher of Israel and don't understand these things?" Truly truly I say to you, what we know, we speak, and to what we have seen, we witness, and our witness you do not accept. If I speak to you the earthly and you do not believe, how if I speak to you the heavenly will you believe?

A. The Jews, including Nicodemus, had been looking for the promised Messiah

B. So now, here He is, Jesus, and he wasn’t sure

1. Jesus fit the description greater than anyone could’ve imagined or planned

2. But still, the struggle

a. He’s really different from the expected king

b. He’s really different from the leader of any other religion

C. And so often, we fail to understand these things as well

1. You have heard the Word, but you don’t witness it to others

2. You have been blessed beyond measure, but you hold onto your possessions as if they might run out, as if God might stop the blessings from coming

3. You are proud to be a member here, but you don’t take part in the ministry to the lost

4. Or you get involved, but let your pride motivate you

VI. And no one has ascended to heaven except the One who descended out of heaven: the Son of Man.

A. For us men and for our salvation Jesus came down from heaven

B. And He came precisely because of your sinful attitude

1. Not to condemn you

2. But that you, too, may ascend to heaven by looking up to Him

VII. As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so is it necessary for the Son of Man to be lifted up. Since all who believe in Him have life eternal.

A. When the Israelites complained while wandering in the wilderness, God sent snakes with burning venom

B. But He also provided life to them

1. He had Moses make a bronze serpent and lift it up on a pole

2. And all who looked to that pole were saved from the serpent’s venom

C. God provided life for you in the same way

1. Jesus took on the form of our curse: taking your sin on Him on the cross

2. He was lifted up on  a pole

3. And all who look to Him for salvation are set free from the fiery venom of hell and from the serpent who has deceived from the beginning

VIII. For in this manner God loved the world, that His only begotten Son He gave, that each one believing in Him should not be destroyed, but have life eternal.

A. You’ve heard it so many times, that you could recite it in your sleep

B. Now notice what’s missing from this

1. We have God sending His Son

2. The Spirit creates faith

3. And that faith gives eternal life

C. At no point in this do we find anything about human works

1. It’s all God’s work

2. It’s the Father sending the Son

3. It’s the Son dying for us

4. It’s the Spirit giving faith to eternal life

IX. For God did not send the Son into the world that He judge the world, but that the world be saved through Him.

A. What a relief

1. The Messiah has come

2. And he came not to hold a list of your sins in front of you

3. But to write His name on your list of sins and pay the penalty for them

B. Truly, it is the Father’s day, and the Son’s, and the Holy Spirit’s

C. For in the loving Trinity, you have eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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