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God’s Bakery

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (John 6:41-51, NIV) I tell you the truth, he who believes has everlasting life. I am the bread of life. Your forefathers ate the manna in the desert, yet they died. But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which a man may eat and not die. I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live for ever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.”
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Ever bite into a donut & get a surprise?

A. Bought some filled chocolate donuts once, thinking they were creme filled

B. To my surprise, they were lemon-filled

C. Now what I was expecting in a chocolate donut

II. Isn’t this Joseph’s son?

A. Imagine the people hearing, “I came down from heaven” from a man they watched grow up

1. “I changed his diapers! Who does He think He is?”

B. We all have our own images of who Jesus is like

1. As Lutherans, we like the “Jesus & the children” pictures

2. Not as happy about the Jesus who told parables so that some wouldn’t understand

3. Like the God who saved the Israelites from Egypt

4. Uncomfortable with the God who told Israel to kill every last Canaanite, even women & children

III. No one can come to Me unless brought

A. Our nature is to make God in our image instead of accepting Him as He is

1. “No, that doesn’t sound like God.”

2. I’ve seen Bible references that I didn’t recognize & said, “That doesn’t sound right.”

a. Often taken out of context

b. Regardless, it proves that we can’t make assumptions about God beyond what His Word says

B. He works around that nature

1. Gives us the Word to know who He is

2. Sends the Holy Spirit through Word & Sacrament

3. Gives us faith that’s stronger than our human reason

4. Through faith, we are able to cling to this God Who doesn’t fit into our mold

5. Through faith and the Word, God reforms our image of Him

IV. I’ll raise him up

A. Faith is not an end; it’s a means

1. Faith gives us blessings here on earth

a. Comfort in the face of death

b. Courage in the face of insurmountable odds

c. Guidance in uncertainty

2. Faith gives us eternal life

a. Not talking about spending eternity hovering around on clouds, playing harps

b. Flesh & blood life: I will See Him with my own eyes

c. We believe in the resurrection of the body

i. As Jesus says, “On the last day.”

ii. Not 1000 years after the last day

iii. A day ends with sunset

iv. The last day will have no sunset

v. God will shine forever, and we will see His glory with our own eyes

V. By learning of God & believing, we have eternal life

A. Faith isn’t faith without something or someone as its object

B. Our faith is given to us through the Means of Grace

1. Given to Bryce today through Holy Baptism

a. God washed away His sins so He too may live forever

b. As He grows, through hearing God’s Word, His faith continues

2. By knowing God, we learn about His Love

a. We learn about Him, of course, through the Word

i. Learn that even babies aren’t innocent

ii. They need a Savior like everyone else

iii. God provided that Savior for all of us

iv. Sent this man called “Joseph’s Son” who is really the Son of God

v. This Son, Jesus, came to give Himself as a sacrifice on our behalf

vi. By dying on the cross in our place, we receive the benefit that He earned

b. Our faith to cling to the promise

i. The Holy Spirit uses those means of grace, the Word & Sacraments

ii. Strengthens our faith in the promise of salvation

iii. So that, because of God’s gift, we all can live forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Who here eats vegetables? Do you like them? Why do your parents give them to you?

Message: Vegetables keep your body healthy. We have another part of us called our soul. How do we keep our soul healthy?

Lesson Summary

this series tells us the servant of God humbly trusts Him and does not allow earthly concerns to turn him aside. The Psalmist tells of God's goodness, Who saves all who trust Him. The Old Testament Lesson presents a discouraged Elijah running for his life from Jezebel, yet God still provides for him. The Apostle teaches us in the Epistle not to let earthly petty concerns interfere with our lives in God's family, but rather imitate our Savior in sincere humility. The Gospel teaches us that those who seek earthly concerns will not find the Savior's peace; those who seek life in Christ will be truly blessed.

Preservice Lesson

Holy Spirit: Gives us faith through the Means of Grace

Page 
 PAGE 
1


