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Hands that Heal

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (John 9:6, 7) Having said this, he spat on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means Sent). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Our Savior’s hands do so many things

B. Last week, you heard how His hands invite you to put your burdens in His hands and on His shoulders

C. Tonight, God invites you to look at Jesus’ hands that heal

D. The man Jesus was dealing with had been blind from birth

1. He didn’t know what it was to see

2. And many people believed that his blindness was a punishment for some sin, either his or his parents’

3. But God doesn’t punish you for your sin

4. He punished Jesus for your sin instead, so in God’s eyes, you have no sin

5. So how could he punish you for them?!?

E. And so Jesus had compassion on him and healed him

II. Having said this, He spat on the ground and made clay out of the saliva and spread the clay on the eyes.

A. Understand that doing this was extremely controversial

1. It was the Sabbath, and the Pharisees taught that you couldn’t mix spit and dirt to make clay on the Sabbath!

2. While that might seem ridiculous, look today how our world tries to impose unscriptural rules on you

a. It’s Lent, so no meat on Fridays!

i. (Colossians 2:16) Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day.

b. It’s impolite to talk about religion in mixed company

i. (Romans 1:16) I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes:…

c. And how often have you crippled yourself and obeyed destructive requirements?

3. But following rules won’t bring healing

a. Only Jesus brings healing

b. And that’s what He did

B. But even stranger is what Jesus did

1. Why did Jesus put mud on the man’s eyes?

2. Did He need the mud?

a. No, He healed others’ blindness without mud

b. He’s God—He can do anything

3. So why did He do that?

a. Because He is God

b. Because God acts through means

i. When God wants to bless you, He typically uses created things to do so

ii. He loves you through your family and fellow Christians

iii. He gave you rebirth from sin through simple water and words

iv. He forgives your sins through bread and wine

v. And He gives you eternal life through spoken and written words

c. So Jesus used His creation for His creation

i. He covered the man’s eyes to represent His blindness

III. And He said to him, go wash yourself in the pool of Siloam (Which is translated, "Sent"). Therefore He went and washed himself and came seeing.

A. Having washed in the pool (sort of a communal bath tub), he was healed

1. Nothing special about the mud or the water

2. The power is in the promise attached to it

B. You were born blind as well

1. You were conceived in sin

2. There’s no way you could see or know your Savior on your own

3. But through the washing of rebirth in Holy Baptism, you also were given sight

a. Now, through the faith given you, you can see when you’re walking away from God

b. And you can see that He has died to bring you back

c. And you can recognize Jesus for Who He is

i. The Son of God

ii. Your Savior and Redeemer: the One Who bought you out of slavery to sin into the freedom of the Gospel by allowing His hands to be wounded for your healing

4. And because He died for you

a. You once were lost, but now, you’re found

b. Were blind, but now you see in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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