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Children’s Sermon

Object: Which do you like more, a Big piece of candy or a little piece?

Message: Each of us gets a big piece of God's love: all of it!

Good Grief

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Lamentations 3:22-33) Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. I say to myself, “The LORD is my portion; therefore I will wait for him.” The LORD is good to those whose hope is in him, to the one who seeks him; it is good to wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD. It is good for a man to bear the yoke while he is young. Let him sit alone in silence, for the LORD has laid it on him. Let him bury his face in the dust--there may yet be hope. Let him offer his cheek to one who would strike him, and let him be filled with disgrace. For men are not cast off by the Lord for ever. Though he brings grief, he will show compassion, so great is his unfailing love. For he does not willingly bring affliction or grief to the children of men.
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A farmer printed on his weather vane the words "God is love." Someone asked him if he meant to imply that the love of God was as fickle as the wind. The farmer answered: "No, I mean that whichever way the wind blows, God is love. If it blows cold from the North, or biting from the East, God is still love just as much as when the warm South or gentle West winds refresh our fields and flocks. God is always love."

A. Which way is the wind blowing in your life?

II. Because of Yahweh's mercy, we are not consumed, because His compassion is never done.

A. Life can get absolutely frantic sometimes, even more often than not

1. It seems like every time we turn around, a new wrench is thrown into the works

a. You get sick at the most inopportune time

b. Or worse, the doctor says, “We can’t cure it, but we can try to treat it.”

c. You’re so busy, but then some new responsibility drops into your lap

2. What is your reaction when a new stress is added to the inbox of your life?

a. Do you get upset and take it out on the people around you?

b. Does it make you moody and despairing?

B. Jeremiah, who was writing this after watching his city get levelled by an invading army, doesn’t answer that way

1. Is he upset? Of course!

2. But what is his response? “Yahweh’s compassion is never done.”

a. He knew that he wasn’t alone

b. He knew that, even though the wind of his life was blowing like he was downwind of the sewage plant

c. That God is still love

III. New [each] morning, great is Your faithfulness.

A. Literally, he says here, “Great is Your Amen”

1. No matter what tomorrow brings, God is there waiting with His love

2. No matter what today has dropped on you, God has promised you relief

3. No matter what the past has done to you, today is a new morning

a. And just as you were made a new creation in the waters of Holy Baptism

b. So are you again this morning a new creation, with your past released from you

IV. "My portion is Yahweh," says my spirit, therefore I hope in Him.

A. No matter what good things you’ve lost

B. No matter what pain you bear

C. Hope in the Lord

1. The hope Jeremiah speaks of here is not just a desire for a positive outcome

2. The word here means expectation, assurrance

3. The Lord is your portion, your piece of the pie

a. What greater portion could you have?

b. In a world where we’re constantly claiming our rights,

c. We have no right to anything, yet we have the right to claim God Himself as ours

d. And if God is yours, what troubles in your life could possibly be too much?

V. Yahweh is good to those who hope in Him, to the soul who seeks Him.

A. If you trust in God, He won’t let you down

B. But do you?

1. Do you trust God enough to seek his whill when you’re overwhelmed?

2. Do you trust God enough to give of your firstfruits instead of your leftovers?

a. Have you ever said, “If I give this up, I can give more to the Lord’s work”?

b. Have you ever said, “Well, money’s tight, but the same God who has carried us this far will carry us through, so we’re going to keep giving”?

c. If you’re giving to God first, why do you ignore Him when you’re on vacation?

C. And yet, He gave us what we needed in spite of us

1. Even though you’re completely unreliable, you can rely on God

2. Even though you’re not trustworthy, you can trust in God

3. And even though your sins are filthy rags, God has covered you in the robe of righteousness

4. He became your sin and gave you His purity

VI. [It's] good to wait silently for the deliverance of Yahweh. It is good for a man to carry a yoke in his youth.

A. How? How can it be good to carry a burden?

B. Can we truly be thankful to God for the trouble that comes into our lives?

1. What is the benefit of that trouble?

2. For one, God uses it to bring us back to Him from error or unbelief

3. Beyond that, we often can’t se the purpose of our suffering, as Job couldn’t

4. But you don’t have to know why it’s good for you for it to be

5. I don’t know how vitamins help me, but I know they’re good for me, and I don’t question that

6. The same goes for suffering

C. When you are struggling, have you considered silently waiting for God’s deliverance?

1. How often do you turn to the asurances in His Word?

2. How often do you turn to Him in prayer?

3. Your sinful flesh fights the urge, but next time you’re ready to complain, try praying instead.

4. The very fact that something so simple can be so difficult shows how important it is and how much you need it

VII. Let him dwell alone in silence because it has been laid on him. Let him give to the dust his mouth: perhaps hope exists.

A. You see, complaining doesn’t do any good—it just annoys people

1. There’s nothing wrong with sorrow over suffering

2. But Jeremiah tells us here to respond to suffering in humility

a. That means willingly accepting it when it comes our way

b. Resting in the assurance that God loves us no matter how bad it looks

c. And knowing that, while we’re not being punished, that we really, as sinners, deserve no better

VIII. Let him give to the smiter his cheek; let him be filled with reproach.

A. Another advantage of suffering is the company we’re in

1. (Luke 6:22, 23) Blessed are you when men hate you, when they exclude you and insult you and reject your name as evil, because of the Son of Man. “Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For that is how their fathers treated the prophets.

2. When you suffer for Jeuss’ sake, you are in the company of the prophets and apostles

3. Be thankful for the honor of being counted among their number

4. For that matter, Jesus suffered willingly, greater than you ever will

5. To taste the minutest portion of His suffering for the sake of glorifying Him is an immense honor

a. And when we accept suffering for Him, we do glorify Him

b. Because by our actions, we tel the world that our God is greater than our suffering

c. W show the world that our hope is not in the here & now, but in the Resurrection

d. And at the same time, we show our joy even in the here & now as we share the honor of service to our Lord

IX. Because not forever will the Lord reject. For if He afflicts, then He will be compassionate according to His abundant mercy. For He does not oppress from His heart or afflict the sons of men.

A. No matter how great your suffering or stress, you can be confident that God has not turned away from you

B. He will never leave you nor forsake you

C. Because He already forsook Jesus on the cross in your stead

D. Let the winds of change and suffering blow strong and hard!

E. On Christ, the Solid Rock we stand! All other ground is sinking sand! In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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