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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: What is love? Love is giving something up to help someone else.

Message: How do you show people you love them? How does God show you He loves you? †

How to be Holy

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Leviticus 19:1, 2) The LORD said to Moses, "Speak to the entire assembly of Israel and say to them: ‘Be holy because I, the LORD your God, am holy.

(Leviticus 19:15-18) "‘Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or favoritism to the great, but judge your neighbor fairly. "‘Do not go about spreading slander among your people. "‘Do not do anything that endangers your neighbor’s life. I am the LORD. "‘Do not hate your brother in your heart. Rebuke your neighbor frankly so that you will not share in his guilt. "‘Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Last week, we spent some time on the two tables of the Law

B. And as they often do, both tables once again appear in our text today

C. As a review,

1. The first table refers to our relationship with God

a) Fear, love, and trust in God above all,

b) Use His name properly,

c) And Honor His Word and teachings

2. The second table refers to our relationship with our God through our relationship with our neighbor

a) Honor those in authority over you,

b) Don’t kill,

c) Don’t commit adultery,

d) Don’t steal,

e) Don’t gossip,

f) And don’t covet

D. Today’s text focuses our attention on that second table, but always in light of the first

1. Because we are only capable of true love through Christ’s love

2. Every other definition of love, including Hollywood’s definition, usually more closely resembles infatuation or lust

3. Love, as God speaks of it here through Moses, is best defined as absolute selfless sacrifice

E. Imagine…

A man and his two sons were out walking one day in the park, and they witnessed a man holding a gun to a woman. The father sent his oldest son, who happened to be a crisis manager, to see whether he could rescue the woman. The son intervened and enabled the woman to escape unscathed, but the gunman panicked and shot the son, killing him. The woman ran to the father to thank him for his tremendous sacrifice on her behalf and offer her regrets. As she approached the father, the younger son pulled out a gun and shot the woman.

1. Doesn’t make any sense, does it?

2. Yet that’s what we do every time we hurt someone for whom God’s Son, Jesus, died to save

II. And Yahweh spoke to Moses saying,

A. Here, we have God speaking to and through Moses

B. And He was and is speaking directly to us

C. We would do well to listen

1. That’s part of loving God

2. 1st Commandment here

3. You can’t claim to love God if you don’t love your neighbor

III. "Speak to the whole assembly of the sons of Israel and say to them, 'You will be holy, because I, Yahweh your God, am holy.'

A. This is not a command per se

1. Because you can never make yourself holy

2. But note that God doesn’t say anything about making yourself holy

B. You are holy because God is holy

1. And because He gave you His holiness through Christ’s sacrifice on the cross in your place

2. There, His holiness was given to you

3. So in essence, you are holy because of Christ’s love

4. And because He has given you His holiness through the blood of Christ, you are holy

IV. "'You shall do no wickedness in judgment; you shall not carry the face of the poor, and you shall not glorify the face of the mighty, but in righteousness you are to judge your neighbor.'

A. God is calling you to be fair in your dealing with others

1. Why? Because He was unfair

a) Because you have sinned against God, you deserve nothing but death and hell

b) But He gave that sentence to Jesus instead—not fair

c) And He gives eternal life to you instead—also not fair

2. Yet His decision was just

3. So He calls on you to be just as well

a) Don’t give extra attention to the rich or famous or those in power

b) Don’t be unfair to the poor because they don’t have fame, riches, or power

c) For that matter, don’t be unfair to the rich on behalf of the poor—treat all people with the same respect, irrespective of who they are

B. God gave it all for you

1. He loves all people and for Christ’s sake has forgiven all people

2. He expects no less of us

3. That’s why we pray, “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.”

4. Do you love your neighbor or not?

5. Do you love God enough to love your neighbor?

6. He loves you that much, and He loved your neighbor enough to die for your neighbor

V. "'You shall not go about as a slanderer among your people, and you are not to stand upon the blood of your neighbor.

A. Have you ever hurt another person’s reputation in order to bolster your own?

1. Whom have you spoken evil of lately?

2. Whose reputation have you failed to defend lately?

3. Whose name has been dragged around the community lately?

4. What have you done to stop the gossip?

5. Have you mentioned to anyone that the 8th Commandment is still in effect, that gossip is still a damnable sin that still destroys the lives of those Jesus came to save?

B. You see, God makes it clear here and elsewhere

1. While the U.S. Constitution allows us to say almost anything we want, as long as it’s true,

2. The Bible doesn’t give us such freedom.

3. As Christians, we are to defend our neighbors’ reputations, speak well of them, and always give them the benefit of the doubt

VI. "'Do not hate your brother in your heart. You may surely rebuke your neighbor, but do not carry sin on account of him.

A. Note here that we are not to ignore sin

B. When we know of a sin, we are to go to the offender and rebuke them—not let them continue

1. Self-sacrificing love will take that chance

2. But that means going to them as brothers, not to attack them

3. It means hearing them out and giving them the benefit of the doubt

C. Because love seeks restoration and wholeness, not destruction

1. You can’t attack someone in love

2. You can’t destroy someone in love

VII. "'You shall not take vengeance and not keep [anything] against the sons of your people, and you shall love your neighbor as yourself. I am Yahweh.

A. God is Yahweh, the great I Am who saved us from our own sin

B. He saved all people and loves all people, even though no person deserves His love

C. So He calls you to love as He does

1. To love even those who are difficult to love, because you know you can be difficult to love sometimes

2. To love those you believe unworthy of your love, because you are always unworthy of God’s love

3. And to put that love into action because God put His love into action, even when it meant sending His Son to the cross to die

a) He knew you didn’t deserve it

b) He knew you’d act ungratefully

D. But God loves you as He loves Himself

E. And He will be with you forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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