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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: What are some ways you can help people? Do you always help people?

Message: Jesus always helps us. Even though we don’t always help others like we should, He still loves us & even died for us to be the greatest help anyone could ever be. He helped us by dying in our place so we can live forever.

Priorities

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Luke 16:19-31) “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores and longing to eat what fell from the rich man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. “The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried. In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’ “But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.’ “He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father’s house, for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’ “Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’ “‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’ “He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

Dear Ann Landers: The letter from the woman married to the tightwad -- she couldn't get an extra quarter out of him -- reminded me of my wonderful aunt who was beautifully warmhearted and had a great sense of humor. Aunt "Emma" was married to a tightwad who was also a little strange. He made a good salary, but they lived frugally because he insisted on putting 20 percent of his paycheck under the mattress. (The man didn't trust banks.)  The money, he said, was going to come in handy in their old age. When "Uncle Ollie" was 60, he was stricken with cancer. Toward the end, he made Aunt Em promise, in the presence of his brothers, that she would put the money he had stashed away in his coffin so he could buy his way into heaven if he had to. They all knew he was a little odd, but this was clearly a crazy request. Aunt Em did promise, however, and assured Uncle Ollie's brothers that she was a woman of her word and would do as he asked. The following morning she took the money (about $26,000) to the bank and deposited it. She then wrote a check and put it in the casket four days later. This is a true story and our family has laughed about it ever since. 

A. Today’s text speaks not only of money,

B. But the greater sense of priorities

1. Jesus said that the greatest commandment is, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength.”

C. “And the second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself.”

D. If you could simply keep these two commandments, you could earn your way to heaven

II. So there was this rich man, and he [continually] clothed himself [with] purple and fine linen, happily living sumptuously each day.

A. It’s so easy to let mammon (money and the things money can buy) blind us

1. A previous president said of election issues, “It’s the economy, stupid!”

a) Because most people vote with their wallets—“Which candidate will give me the best tax cuts and save me the most money on my insurance?”

b) And while those issues are important—the better the economy, the more people are able to help each other financially—how often do you vote for your own benefit instead of considering the needs of others?

c) How often are economic issues more important to you than life-or-death issues like abortion and physician-assisted suicide?

2. Our blindness can and does extend into our own actions as well

a) When you decide how much you have to give, both in money and your often even more precious time, to church or whatever charities you are called to give to, is it from your “firstfruits,” or your leftovers?

b) Whenever you give and to whatever worthy cause you give, you’re giving to God

c) If Jesus came to eat at your house, would you serve Him leftovers?

d) If not, why do you do just that, at best, with your life—daily?

B. This rich man was filthy rich—the word to describe his clothes refers to material as precious as gold

1. God, by His grace, had blessed this rich man with immense material blessings

2. But the man was more concerned with the robes of fine linen than the “robe of righteousness” that God provides in Christ

C. But you don’t have to be rich for mammon to become your idol

1. How often have you said that you have nothing to give?

a) “I’m too old to serve the church any more.”

b) “I’m too busy.”

c) “I’m too poor.”

d) “I’m too obsessed with the stuff in God’s creation to pay any attention to the Creator.”

III. And there was this poor man named Lazarus who was dumped before the gate, full of [infected] sores and craving to be fed from the crumbs which were falling from the table of the rich man. But also the dogs came to lick his sores.

A. Note here that, as St. Augustine points out, Lazarus is named, but the rich man is not

1. This rich man was so important

2. Yet he’s not even given a name

B. But Lazarus, who in most societies, including our own community, would be an anonymous beggar

1. But God does not look at a person’s social stature for their worthiness of His love

2. He looks to Jesus’ sacrifice for them

3. And God looks at the faith He Himself gave them

IV. So it happened that the poor man died and was carried away by the angels into the bosom of Abraham, but the rich man died and was buried.

A. Do you ever envy the godless?

1. It seems so often that the rich and famous are not Christians

2. To “get ahead” in this world, you have to be willing to set aside your beliefs

3. And when you see how well they do, it could be tempting to follow that example and set aside your beliefs

4. or at least envy their lives

B. But whatever treasure they possess, whatever riches they enjoy

1. Without faith, they are temporary

2. And the riches you will enjoy for eternity outweigh any possible earthly riches exponentially

3. It’s like choosing between getting ten thousand dollars now or waiting for a billion-dollars that you don’t know when it’ll arrive

4. But it’s even better than that, because the riches have no limit, and you have eternity to enjoy them

C. Lazarus suffered for many years and was carried by the angels

D. The Rich man carried himself for many years, and the best he received was a respectful burial—it got worse from there

V. And in Hades, he lifted his eyes in torment, [and] sees Abraham a great deal from [him] and Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried out and said, "Father Abraham, have mercy on me and send Lazarus that he might dip the tip of his finger and might cool my tongue since I am in agony in this flame."

A. In life, the man took no notice of Lazarus, who suffered by his gate

B. But in death, he notices and tries to make Lazarus his errand-boy

C. He wouldn’t even give Lazarus crumbs from his table

D. And so he requests the equivalent of a crumb

E. What about those begging at your gate?

1. Do you have time to feed those who hunger for the gospel that God has placed

a) at your gate,

b) in your family,

c) at your workplace?

2. Or are you so busy enjoying the riches of the Gospel that you don’t even have crumbs of God’s love to share with those in need?

VI. But Abraham said, "Child, remember that you received your good in your life, and Lazarus likewise the bad, but now he is being comforted, but you are in torment. And besides all this, a great chasm is set between us and you so those who wish to come over here from you are not able, nor can we go over there from here.

A. Lazarus doesn’t receive this gift as payment for his suffering

1. Many people believe that, if they suffer a lot, this will please God and earn them eternal life

2. But God takes no pleasure in our suffering

3. He intentionally sent Jesus for the explicit purpose of suffering on our behalf!

VII. But he said, "I beg you, therefore, father, that you send him to the house of my father. For I have five brothers, that he may warn them, that they not come to this place of torment."

A. Robert Herhold said, “In a sense, it’s too bad that dying is the last thing we do, because it could teach us so much about living.”

B. The rich man didn’t learn what’s important in life—it took death, and then it was too late.

C. What will it take for you?

1. What will it take for you to set aside mammon and worldly wisdom to live only for Jesus?

2. What will you have to lose before you see that you already have the most important thing: saving faith in Jesus?

3. What has to happen before you’ll tell your friends, coworkers, and families about Jesus or invite them to church?

VIII. But Abraham says to him, "They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them."

A. This is no heartless statement—it’s knowledge of the truth

B. Magic tricks don’t turn hearts in love to Christ

C. Only the Holy Spirit through the Word of God can do that

1. It’s not a lack of knowledge

2. It’s a lack of will

3. The Holy Spirit alone is capable of transforming the human will

4. And the human will alone is able to reject the Holy Spirit and choose the world over eternity

IX. But he said, "No, Father Abraham, but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will believe.” But he said to him, "If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded if someone rises from the dead."

A. We know this to be reality

B. Jesus actually did raise a man named Lazarus from the dead, and many who witnessed it didn’t believe

C. But more importantly, Jesus Himself rose from the dead

1. And most of the world still doesn’t believe

2. But you do

3. And by that faith, God has saved you

D. Like Lazarus, it’s not whether you’re rich or poor, healthy or not

E. It’s all about what Jesus has done

1. He set aside the wealth of heaven

2. He endured suffering greater than any man has experienced, but what we all deserve

3. And He endured that suffering in your place to give you the eternal riches that He so willingly gave up

4. Because you are His priority

5. Because He loves you with all His heart, with all His soul, and with all His strength

6. And He has called you by name. You are His forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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