What do you say?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: And it came about that while He was praying alone, the disciples were with Him, and He questioned them, saying, "Who do the multitudes say that I am?" And they answered and said, "John the Baptist, and others [say] Elijah; but others, that one of the prophets of old has risen again." And He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" And Peter answered and said, "The Christ of God." But He warned them, and instructed [them] not to tell this to anyone, saying, "The Son of Man must suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the third day." And He was saying to [them] all, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. "For whoever wishes to save his life shall lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake, he is the one who will save it. "For what is a man profited if he gains the whole world, and loses or forfeits himself? (Luke 9:18-25, NASB).

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

II. Who do they say He is? Emphasizes us.

In Jesus’ day, they had all sorts of crazy ideas about just who He is. Things are no different today. People still don’t know who He is, and the strange ideas have only gotten stranger in the past 2000 years.

A. A great teacher

If you ask the average person off the street who Jesus is, they will likely say, “He was a great teacher.”  Well, okay, but what did He teach?

Some people believe that the teachings of Jesus and the rest of the Bible tell us everything about everything. If you want to know what kind of job God wants you to have, or who God wants you to marry, or what color to paint your house.  But God’s Word is more concerned about salvation, and the rest will come.  He won’t tell us where to work, but he gives us talents and tells us to use them for His glory.  He won’t tell us who to marry, but He offers criteria to look for and, once we marry, He tells us to stay married.  He won’t tell us what color to paint our houses, but He tells us how to run them.

Others believe rightly that Jesus taught us how to live, but they end there.  His teachings were secondary to what He did for us.  We can’t take up our cross and follow Him if we don’t know what the significance of the cross is.  We can’t follow the Law until the Gospel has given us a reason to, namely, because Jesus died for us and we respond in faith, but too many people try to make Jesus out as just a lawgiver.

1. Everything about everything

2. Lawgiver

B. A son of god

Others will say that He was a son of god, just as all of us are.  They consider Him wise and maybe he had some insight into God’s thoughts, but He was just like us for all practical purposes. He could perform miracles, too, so He had some kind of power, so that’s something to watch for.

But that all gets back to the Law.  Even if He is God, but you only emphasize power, then we need to be afraid. There is no comfort in a powerful god if He is only a god of law.  If that’s the case, then we all have a lightning bolt with our names on it and it’s only a matter of time before it strikes.

1. Law follower

2. Powerful

3. Lawgiver

C. A political leader

Others consider him a political leader. That’s the impression the disciples had of Him. We like to think of Him that way sometimes, too. We figure that we are “One nation under God,” and our money says, “In God we trust,” but is our nation really a Christian nation? Look at a textbook from your average high school science class. AIDS, one of the most preventable diseases ever, runs rampant. Literally millions of babies are killed every year out of inconvenience. Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world.”  Of that, there is no doubt.  Instead, Jesus stayed out of politics. Everyone tried to push Him in that direction, and the misconception of who “Messiah” would be was so great that when Peter, on behalf of the disciples, said, “You are the Christ of God,” Jesus warned them not to tell anyone. Until they understood the cross, they couldn’t understand “Messiah,” or “Christ.”

Jesus respected the government because it had been put there by God, but His work was that of grace, not more laws.  He left law-making and enforcement to those to whom that job had been given.

1. One nation under God

2. Rejected by political leaders, took no part

3. “Tell no one”

4. Pass some laws!

D. Example (Lawgiver)

III. Who do we say He is?  Emphasize Him!

A. Teacher of The Truth

1. Saved by grace

2. Works follow grace

B. The Son of God

1. That or a lunatic

2. Only Savior

a. He did all the work…and got killed for it

b. God declares us righteous

C. Example

1. Follow Him to the cross

2. Firstborn from the dead

3. Makes us righteous

IV. How do we say it?

A. Priorities

B. Words (Kindness)

C. Conduct

V. What do we say? (Watching isn’t enough)

A. Put His words in it

B. Keep it simple

C. Share the truth in love

VI. Conclusion

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

