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Come to the Virgin

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Luke 1:30-35, NIV) But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob for ever; his kingdom will never end.” “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Last week, we came to the river to find that Christ has come to the river for us

B. This week, we come to the virgin Mary

1. Justin Martyr, who lived around the end of the 1st C, makes an interesting observation about Mary

Eve, who was a virgin and undefiled, having conceived the word of the serpent, brought forth disobedience and death. But the Virgin Mary received faith and joy, when the angel Gabriel announced the good tidings to her that the Spirit of the Lord would come upon her, and the power of the Highest would overshadow her: wherefore also the Holy Thing begotten of her is the Son of God.

2. When Eve conceived a child, he would grow up to be the first murderer, Cain, taking another’s life

3. But when Mary conceived a child, he would grow up to be murdered for us, giving His life freely

II. But the angel said to her,

A. “Do not be afraid, Mary,

1. Why would Mary be afraid?

a. The angel Gabriel, a notable angel, a mighty warrior of God, appears by her

b. And being a sinner, standing before a pure, holy angel, she was terrified

2. But he assured her that she need not fear

a. Not because she wasn’t a sinner, because she certainly was,

b. but because the angel came to bring Gospel, not the Law

B. you have found favor with God.

1. Notice, I said he was bringing Gospel

2. How does one find favor with God?

a. Not through good works

b. Mary wasn’t any better than any of the rest of us

3. Through Christ!

a. Here is a beautiful paradox, but typical for God’s standard operating procedure

b. Mary found favor with God because Jesus took her sins away on the cross

c. But this Child Who would give her His righteousness was not yet conceived!

d. So she was chosen to bear the Christ child because He was born for her and forgave all her sins

III. You will be with child

A. and give birth to a son,

1. The angel here is hinting to Mary that she’s part of a fulfilled prophecy

a. (Luke 1:31, NIV) You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus.

b. (Isaiah 7:14, NIV) The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.

2. She is the virgin who will be with child

B. and you are to give him the name Jesus.

1. In Isaiah, His name is “Immanuel”: God with us

2. In the New Testament, His name is similar, and more specific: Jesus: “Yahweh Saves”

a. You see, Jesus’ name was chosen by God to be a message to us

b. That this child in Mary’s womb is the same Yahweh who saved the Israelites from the Egyptians

c. And this time, He comes to save all people, including you and me

IV. He will be great

A. and will be called the Son of the Most High.

1. This little baby, completely dependent on His mother for life, is the author and creator of life

2. This Son of an unwed Jewish peasant girl is the eternal Son of God

3. This 100 years removed descendent of King David is the God Whom David trusted for his salvation

B. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob for ever;

1. Here’s where we see ourselves fitting into this picture, where it really becomes clear

2. Not only has God kept His promise to send a Savior

3. But He sends that Savior for you
a. You see, you are the “house of Jacob”

b. Israel, St. Paul tells us, is the Christian church

c. As John the Baptist said, those who have faith in Christ are the true descendants of Abraham, the true Israel

d. And this Savior will use His power to save you forever

C. his kingdom will never end.”

1. Because when God comes to save, it’s not just a temporary salvation

2. The salvation God offers is not a “make you feel better now” kind of salvation

3. It’s a “give you unending joy” kind of salvation

V. “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”

A. Mary didn’t catch the angel’s subtle hint

B. But at the same time, she doesn’t question whether it’s true

1. With God, all things are possible

2. Even a sinful virgin giving birth to the Holy Son of God

VI. The angel answered,

A. “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.

1. The word “overshadow” here is like a cloud coming and casting a shadow over the earth

2. And “cloud” in the Old Testament is usually used to refer to God being present in a cloud, like when He led Israel from Egypt to the promised land

3. The angel is talking about God’s “real presence”

a. This is not just a symbol of God’s presence

i. God is really there, just as He’s really there in the Lord’s Supper

ii. Just as He’s really there in His Word

iii. And just as He’s really with you through your Baptism

b. So He was really there in Mary’s womb

i. Because our God is not a “sit up in heaven and judge us” kind of God

ii. He’s a “down to earth to save us” kind of God

B. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.

1. There is no question, just by this last clause, exactly Who would be found in Mary’s womb

a. He is Holy, and only God is Holy

b. He is the Son of God, true God and true man from the moment of conception

c. Formed in Mary’s womb for the express purpose of dying to take away every one of your sins

d. Born to die so you can live

2. Christ has come to the virgin Mary

3. He has come for you. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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