Imagine…The Truth!

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: "I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! But I have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is completed! Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division. From now on there will be five in one family divided against each other, three against two and two against three. They will be divided, father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law." (Luke 12:49-53, NIV).

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Imagine (Catalyst of P.C. Movement)

Imagine  by John Lennon

Imagine there's no heaven

It's easy if you try

No hell below us

Above us only sky

Imagine all the people

Living for today,  ah-ha

Imagine there's no countries

It isn't hard to do

Nothing to kill or die for

And no religion too

Imagine all the people

Living life in peace

You, you may say that I'm a dreamer

But I'm not the only one

I hope someday you'll join us

And the world will live as one

Imagine no possessions

I wonder if you can

Nothing to kill or die for

A brotherhood of man

Imagine all the people

Sharing all the world

You, you may say that I'm a dreamer

But I'm not the only one

I hope someday you'll join us

And the world will live as one

II. World Peace

A. Sounds Great

1. No fighting

a. Multiple Nations

b. Multiple Religions/Denominations

2. Cooperation

a. Technology

b. Feed the Hungry, etc.

c. Worship together

B. Possible?

1. Different opinions

2. Sin

III. Price of Peace

A. Allow Injustice

1. Terrorism

2. Governmental abuse of citizens (e.g. Ethiopia)

3. Unjust governmental restrictions: e.g. Freedom of religion

B. Allow murder: Abortion

C. Allow distribution of lies

1. Not allowed to refute

D. Don’t allow questioning

1. Luther’s Bible

2. Reformation

3. Yet, 4th Commandment

IV. Prince of Peace

A. Conquered evil

B. Calls the government to stand for justice

C. Calls the church to stand for mercy

D. Calls the church to stand for the truth: “No one gets to the Father but by Me.”

V. Bring it home

A. Stand for truth

B. Discuss doctrine in love

C. Study the Bible together

D. No compromise

VI. Conclusion: Someday…

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

A. Jesus will come back

B. Old order will pass away

C. Peace without compromise

Children’s Sermon

Object: Simon says…

Message:

Tap toes, etc.

Jump out the window (Simon says…)

If someone wants us to do something we know will hurt us or someone else, important to say, “Would Jesus want me to do that?”

e.g. Friend wants to steal or stay out late, etc.

Jesus loves us & wants us to follow Him, not our friends

Prayer: Thanks for Jesus & help us to do what He wants.

