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Children’s Sermon

Object: Have you ever been sad about something? What’s something that you’ve been sad about? Did that happen to you because God was mad at you?

Message: God doesn’t punish you for your sin. He already punished Jesus in your place.

My life as a fig tree

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. Jesus answered, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way? I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish. Or those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them--do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.” Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig-tree, planted in his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it, but did not find any. So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this fig-tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?’ “‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig round it and fertilize it. If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’” (Luke 13:1-9, NIV).

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. An idea that has become all too common in recent years is the concept of “Karma”

1. The idea is that, the better a person you are, the better things will go for you

2. As one popular song puts it, “You get what you put into it, and people get what they deserve.”

B. But Jesus in today’s text tells us that nothing could be further from the truth

1. When you suffer, it’s not because God is punishing you

2. He already punished Jesus in your place

3. You don’t get what you deserve; you get what Jesus deserves.

4. Jesus got what you deserve.

II. But there were some present at the same time who reported to Him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices.

A. Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor, did not like the Jews

1. Historians tell us of many of his atrocities toward them

2. So even though historians know little of this particular event, killing Jews in the temple so their blood mixed with the sacrifices, it’s no big surprise

B. And when these horrible things happen, often the first reaction is to assume they deserved it

1. We heard it after the 9/11 attack: America deserved it for any number of sins of society

2. It’s been said of the Jews as an excuse for the holocaust

3. You’ve probably said it of yourself: “What have I done to deserve this?”

C. The reality is that you do indeed deserve every trouble that comes your way and so much more

1. Because of your miserable treatment of God, you deserve to be miserable

2. Because you’ve neglected your neighbor, you deserve to be neglected by God

3. But when trouble comes, it’s not because you deserve it, as Jesus tells us:

III. And He answered and said to them, “Do you suppose that these Galileans were sinners [moreso] than all Galileans because they suffered this?”

A. The Jews in Jerusalem were very contemptuous toward the Galileans

1. They lived with Gentiles

2. They were sinners and unclean

B. Who are the Galileans in your life?

1. Maybe it’s people of other races—“They’re okay, but you have to be careful when they’re around, and I wouldn’t want a bunch of them moving in around here.”

2. Or is it people from New York or California, or Indiana for that matter—“You just can’t trust them—they have strange values.”

C. Jesus has something to say about that attitude

1. If you assume they’re being punished why them, the ones devoutly worshipping at the temple?

2. If God punished people who deserved it most, wouldn’t the ones who never get around to going to the temple be the ones who would be punished?

IV. “I tell you no, but unless you repent, you will all similarly be destroyed.”

A. God doesn’t punish people in this life—“He makes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the just and the unjust.”

B. But at the same time, Jesus gives a stern warning: punishment does eventually come to the impenitent

1. Very simply, if you hold onto your sin, you may or may not have a happy life

2. But the eternal terrors of hell await those who choose their sin over God’s redemption in Christ

V. “Or the eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them, do you suppose that they were [worse] debtors than all the people in Jerusalem?” “No, I say to you, but if you do not repent, you will all be destroyed.”

A. Now Jesus brings it home

B. Bad things happen to people around home, too

1. Don’t just assume people from “over there” are bad people

2. We’re all in the same boat

a) We’re all sinners

b) We all need God’s forgiveness

c) And He loves us all alike, even those who reject His love

d) The only difference is that He rejoices with us and cries for them, desperately waiting for them to come home

VI. But He began telling this parable, “A man had a fig tree and planted it in a vineyard, and he came looking for fruit in it and did not find any.”

A. The fig tree here is God’s people—Israel

1. He planted them in the world to bear fruit

2. He invested everything in them, and they didn’t bear fruit

B. You are the new fig tree—the new Israel

1. He planted you in the world to bear fruit for Him

2. How are you doing?

3. Looking at your life, are you bearing fruit for the Lord?

VII. “But he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three years I have come seeking fruit in this fig tree and not found. Cut it down! Why does it waste the ground?’”

A. Remember—this is not about earthly consequences

1. Those without God’s fruit—faith—will be cut down

2. They will be removed from His holy city and cast into hell

B. But you have fruit, the fruit of Christ

1. Jesus produced the fruit in your place

2. Your limbs bear the perfect life of Christ

3. And when God looks at you, He sees that fruit

4. And because Jesus was already cut down in your place

5. You will remain with His fruit in His garden

6. And He will not cut you down

VIII. “But he answered and said to him, ‘Lord, leave it for this year, too, while I dig around it and put in manure, And should it bear fruit then, [fine,] but if not, cut it down.’”

A. When God is ready to destroy the world, to take us out of it so we are no longer plagued with the Pontius Pilates and falling towers, Jesus answers

1. He says, “Wait a little longer.”

a) Not because He wants you to suffer

b) But because He wants those dead trees to bear fruit and remain standing

2. Jesus, our vinedresser, pleads with the Father for those who are still lost

a) He says, “They just need more time and fertilizer.”

b) “Wait a little while longer.”

3. And out of God’s deep love and desire for the souls of the lost, He waits a little longer

a) But consequently, we’re still in this sinful world

b) And while we’re here, we can expect a bit of manure

c) But Jesus will use that manure, that trouble, to produce more fruit

d) And He has given you the honor of bearing it

4. And “a little while” is almost done

a) Soon, He will return to look for fruit a final time

b) And those without the fruit of Christ—because they have rejected saving faith—will be cut down forever

c) But those with the fruit of Christ will live forever in peace and joy

d) You will eat of the fruit of the tree of life

e) And you will reap the blessings of Jesus’ righteousness forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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