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Children’s Sermon

Object: Door of church

Message: If I want to come into church, how do I get in? Garage door? What about heaven? Jesus. Any other way? Works? Other gods? Only Jesus. How did He unlock heaven?

Title

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Luke 13:22-30, NIV) Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem. Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?” He said to them, “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to. Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will stand outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’ “But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.’ “Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.’ “But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from. Away from me, all you evildoers!’ “There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out. People will come from east and west and north and south, and will take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God. Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, and first who will be last.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Jesus had been going about teaching

B. Many of the things He was saying struck a nerve with people

1. Talking about chopping down fig trees & throwing them into the fire

2. “Unless you repent, you too will perish.”

C. Not the kinds of things you preach when you’re trying to be popular

1. But His teachings made people think

2. Made them ask questions

II. Are there only a  few being saved?

A. What sparked a question like this?

1. Many people listened to Jesus teach

2. Many reasons for coming

3. Very few actually followed Him

B. Common enough question today

1. “How can you say that only Christians are going to heaven? What makes you think you have the corner on God?”

2. “What about all the people who never heard about Jesus? That’s not fair!”

3. “How can a loving God send anyone to hell?”

III. Enter through the narrow gate

A. Didn’t answer with a percentage

1. Doesn’t matter how many

2. Just matters how

B. Problem is, there’s a wall

1. Your sin has separated you from God

2. All sin is high treason against the Kingdom of God

3. We all sin every day

C. How do we get past that wall?

1. Go through the door

a. Sounds simple enough

b. Actually, for us, it is

i. The narrow door doesn’t keep anyone out

ii. It is a way for all to enter

iii. It (or Rather HE, since Jesus Himself is that door) is the only way

2. Yet there are those who choose not to go through the door

a. Unbelief

b. Trying to save yourself by “living a good life”

c. Like trying get to heaven in an airplane: can’t be done

3. To them, God says:

IV. I don’t know where you’re from (“Do I know you?”)

A. “We ate & drank with You”

1. “I was in church every Sunday” (Like God checks attendance records?)

2. “I was confirmed!” (While confirmation is a fine program, it is not fire insurance)

3. “I gave 10% of my earnings before taxes!”

4. Crossing the state line to go to a party doesn’t make you a resident of that state

5. Nor does attending the celebration of Christ’s death and resurrection every week here make you a citizen of the kingdom of God

B. “You taught in our streets”

1. “I’m a member of St. Paul’s in Delaware, therefore I’m saved.” (As if God checks membership roles?)

2. As a friend of mine once told me, “I believe in the historic fact, but it doesn’t really mean anything to me.”

3. Knowing of Jesus is not the same as saving faith

C. I don’t know where you’re from

1. If you want nothing to do with God, why should He want anything to do with you?

2. With God, there’s no middle ground: either you’re saved or you’re damned

D. Remove yourselves from Me, all workers of unrighteousness

1. Weeping & gnashing teeth when you see Abraham et al

a. Why? Because at that moment, faith, or lack thereof, dissolves

b. At that moment, whether it be the moment of your death or the day Jesus comes back, time’s up, and your lifeline’s cut off

c. At that moment, those without saving faith in Christ will know that they were wrong. Dead wrong.

d. For those with faith in Christ, we’ll know that Jesus is right

2. Yourselves being thrown out

a. If you reject Christ, He will reject you

b. Sounds harsh

c. Not politically correct

d. Fact: you can’t get into heaven without a ticket

e. Jesus bought your ticket on the cross with His own blood and gave it to you for free

f. If you reject the ticket, you’ll be thrown out

g. No ticket sales at the door: you couldn’t afford them if there were

V. They’ll come from all directions

A. Recline in the kingdom

1. Feast talk: recline at a table

2. For those who go through the narrow door, which is propped open by the cross, God will treat us with the same love as His Son, Jesus

3. Because of Jesus took your place on the cross, God loves you as much as He loves Jesus

B. Last first & first last

1. If you cling to personal status in this world, you’ll have no status with God

2. If you think you can be saved because your parents and grandparents were Christians, you’ll find that your family’s blood lines won’t save

3. Salvation is only found in the blood of Jesus Christ, shed for you for the forgiveness of all your sin. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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