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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Who likes to be first in line…for Ice Cream? For cookies? For getting hurt?

Message: Our sin puts us in line to be punished by God, but Jesus got in front of us in line and got punished for us so we don’t have to be.

Credit

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Luke 14:7-14) When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honor at the table, he told them this parable: “When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, for a person more distinguished than you may have been invited. If so, the host who invited both of you will come and say to you, ‘Give this man your seat.’ Then, humiliated, you will have to take the least important place. But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a better place.’ Then you will be honored in the presence of all your fellow guests. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

1. Johann Sebastian Bach is one of the most famous musicians in history

a) He is also one of the most famous Lutherans

b) And He used music to express his faith

2. But even though he was recognized as a great musician, he wasn’t interested in the credit for his skill

a) At the bottom of every one of his compositions, he wrote the words, “Soli Deo Gloria,” to God alone be the Glory

b) Because Bach understood that all he was able to accomplish was possible because God had given him that gift

c) So he used that gift from God to point people back to God, the giver of the gift and the giver of the greatest gift: eternal life in Jesus Christ

3. Because taking the credit for your abilities is not only arrogant, it’s misdirected

4. Taking credit for something you’ve accomplished is like eating a gourmet meal and crediting the spatula!

5. Let’s give credit where credit is due!

II. And He began speaking a parable to the invitees when he noticed them choosing the seats of honor, 

A. This passage is not about having good manners

B. Rather, it’s about self-importance

1. How often do you consider yourself better than someone else?

2. Your first reaction is probably a pious, “Never, I know I’m a sinner.”

3. But have you ever considered someone a “lost cause,” who would never come to faith in Christ?

4. Have you ever said, “I’m glad I’m not like them.”

5. One of the complaints I’ve heard recently is, “It’s not fair to lump abortion doctors with terrorists, regardless how many deaths are on their hands.”

6. There’s some truth to that. You’d be better off lumping yourself in with the abortionists or terrorists, because otherwise, you’re probably considering yourself better than the abortionist or terrorist.

7. But if Christ didn’t die for those others, then He didn’t die for you, either

8. You’re just as much a sinner and just as deserving of hell as anyone you can point a finger at

C. And worse, self-importance is idolatry, raising yourself above your Creator and Redeemer

1. If you’re taking the credit for your accomplishments, then you’re implicitly taking credit for your abilities, which are really a gift from God

2. Thus, you become your own God and stop relying on the true source of all good things

3. You might as well replace any cross decorations or jewelry in your home with a bunch of mirrors so you can gaze at the face of your god

III. saying to them, "When you are invited by someone to a wedding, do not sit at the seat of honor, lest someone more honorable than you be invited by him,

A. The higher pedestal you find yourself on, the farther you have to fall

B. And if you place yourself on that pedestal, your position is not only precarious—it’s artificial

C. And the only man Who deserves to be on a pedestal is Christ

1. But He showed us what greatness is

2. He set aside all the glory and honor that was due to Him

3. And He became a servant, even though serving meant death for the sins of the world, including yours

4. Christ alone is worthy of honor

5. So don’t bother honoring yourself—you fail miserably by comparison

IV. "and He who invited you both would come to you will say to you, 'Give this place to this one,' and then you would begin to go, with disgrace, to the last place.

A. Humility is nothing less than honesty and realism

B. All that you have—your abilities, your accomplishments, and your toys—are all gifts from God, nothing you can claim for yourself

C. As in Billy Joel’s song, “Only Human,” “You’re not the only one who’s made mistakes, but they’re the only things that you can truly call your own.”

D. Reality is that your sin is the only thing that you can take credit for, or blame, as the case may be

E. But the beauty is that you don’t have to take the blame for your sins before God

F. Jesus already took the blame for your sin, and God already punished Jesus in your place for your sin

V. "But when you are invited, go and sit at the last place so that when the one who invited you comes, he will say, 'Friend, go up to a higher place,' then you will have honor before all who sit with you.

A. By admitting your sin, placing yourself last, you put yourself in a position of honor

B. Because Jesus put Himself last in your place and has elevated you to the place of honor before God, solely on Jesus’ credentials

VI. "For everyone who elevates himself will be humbled, and the one humbling himself will be elevated."

A. Jesus humbled Himself on the cross and was elevated to the throne of God

B. But He humbled Himself for you to elevate you as well

VII. But He also was saying to the one who invited Him, "When you give a lunch or supper, do not invite your friends nor your brothers nor your extended family nor your wealthy neighbors lest they also invite you in turn, and you will be repaid.

A. Jesus is not saying here that you shouldn’t get together with your family

B. Rather, take a look at what you do, whom you do it for, and why you do it

1. When you help someone, do you do it because they may help you at some point?

2. Are you willing to help those who can never repay you?

3. Do you go out of your way to help those who can never repay you?

C. That’s what Jesus did for you

1. He knew you could never repay Him

2. No one can repay Jesus for the immense gift He has given us

3. Because every moment of eternity, we are more deeply indebted to Him

4. But He gave it to you freely because He knew you needed it and couldn’t attain it yourself

VIII. "But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind

A. In doing so, you glorify God and show His great love

B. Because when you were blind in sin, unable to see the way to eternal life, Jesus sent His Spirit to show you that He is the Way

C. When you were crippled and lame, unable to get to God, Jesus stretched out His nail-pierced hands and carried you to Him on His own credentials

IX. "and you will be blessed, since they have not the ability to repay, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.

A. You don’t need to worry about earning favor with men

B. You don’t even have to earn favor with God

C. Jesus already earned that favor for you

D. And because He earned God’s favor for you, you will be repaid for Jesus’ righteousness at the resurrection

E. Because you have been made an heir of the Kingdom of God in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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