Invest in the Future

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores and longing to eat what fell from the rich man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. “The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried. In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’ “But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.’ “He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father’s house, for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’ “Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’ “‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’ “He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’” (Luke 16:19-31, NIV).

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: True Story written to Ann Landers a # of years ago:

Aunt “Emma” was married to a tightwad who was also a little strange. He made a good salary, but they lived frugally because he insisted on putting 20 percent of his paycheck under the mattress. (The man didn’t trust banks.)  The money, he said, was going to come in handy in their old age. When “Uncle Ollie” was 60, he was stricken with cancer. Toward the end, he made Aunt Em promise, in the presence of his brothers, that she would put the money he had stashed away in his coffin so he could buy his way into heaven if he had to. They all knew he was a little odd, but this was clearly a crazy request. Aunt Em did promise, however, and assured Uncle Ollie’s brothers that she was a woman of her word and would do as he asked. The following morning she took the money (about $26,000) to the bank and deposited it. She then wrote a check and put it in the casket four days later. This is a true story and our family has laughed about it ever since.

II. What do we have?

A. Rich Man

1. Material Goods

2. Talents

B. Lazarus

1. Hunger

2. Illness

3. Faith

III. What do we invest in?

A. Rich Man: Self

1. “Creature Comforts”

2. Appearances

B. Lazarus: Jesus

1. That’s all he had

2. What little he had was multiplied to him

IV. How sure are those investments?

A. Rich Man

1. Clothed himself in fine linen

2. Lost everything

B. Lazarus

1. Was clothed with Christ

2. Gained more than the rich could ever imagine

V. What has God invested in us?

A. His Son

B. Raised from the Dead

C. He shares resurrection (Our names in the Book of Life)

D. We can share with others

1. Material goods

2. Talents

3. The Gospel

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Candy

Message: Keep it from them

Talk about sharing

Give them candy

Prayer: Thanks to God for sharing Jesus

