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Children’s Sermon

Object: What can you do? What are you good at?

Message: Those abilities come from God. How can you use them for Him? Why do we use them for Him?

All Who You Know

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Luke 16:1-13, NIV) Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was accused of wasting his possessions. So he called him in and asked him, ‘What is this I hear about you? Give an account of your management, because you cannot be manager any longer.’ “The manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking away my job. I’m not strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg-- I know what I’ll do so that, when I lose my job here, people will welcome me into their houses.’ “So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ “‘Eight hundred gallons of olive oil,’ he replied. “The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four hundred.’ “Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do you owe?’ “‘A thousand bushels of wheat,’ he replied. “He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it eight hundred.’ “The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people of the light. I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings. “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you property of your own? “No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.”
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Have e-mail?

B. If so, You know what the letters “FW” mean at the beginning of the subject of a message

1. “Forward”: a message has been forwarded to you by a friend or relative

a. Generally, such messages are stories or news articles that the sender thought might interest us

b. I get religious stories--some good, some not so good--from people every day

2. All too frequently, it’s a tale of horror

a. New computer virus that will destroy your computer at the touch of a button

b. Evil scheme to hurt or kill, like poisonous letters, HIV-infected needles in movie theater seats, threats to remove TV shows that mention God, and people waking up to find that their kidneys have been stolen

c. Many of these stories have been around since long before e-mail, but it spreads faster when you can share the story with dozens of people at the touch of a button

C. We don’t need e-mail to spread these rumors

1. I’ve seen these kinds of hoaxes--and that’s what most of them are--distributed via faxes, photocopies, and word-of-mouth

2. Unfortunately, too often, we don’t check them out before to make sure they’re true before spreading these rumors

a. People’s reputations are damaged

i. Proctor & Gamble was falsely accused of ties to the Church of Satan

ii. The staff of a  restaurant here in Iowa was accused of cheering at the World Trade Center tragedy

b. People spend their lives in fear

i. Afraid to let their children play in restaurant ball pits for fear of infected needles

ii. Afraid to flash their headlights at someone who forgot to turn theirs on after dark

D. This text isn’t about spreading rumors

1. About looking out for each other

2. About proper use of the gifts God’s given us

3. Sad fact is, we tend to be better at spreading rumors than love

4. Many of those stories specifically target Christians as gullible, and we’re too easily fooled

II. Manager was squandering the rich man’s possessions.

A. We should all be able to relate to this

1. What have you been given that you haven’t used to God’s glory?

a. You should have a Bible. Are you using your time to be in God’s Word?

b. Have you been sharing His Word with your children, godchildren, grandchildren, and those He’s put in your life?

c. When you go to work every day, do you do your absolute best every day?

2. On the contrary, we tend to squander God’s gifts

a. He gives us the Words of eternal life—we have better things to do

b. He gave many of us children

i. Have you been feeding them with that Word?

ii. Have you been giving them your love and attention?

iii. Have you been modeling the forgiveness of God?

c. He gave many of us spouses

i. Husbands, have you loved your wives as Christ loves the church? Is your life devoted to her every need?

ii. Wives, do you love, honor and obey your husbands and support them in their leadership of the home in a godly manner?

d. He gave us all parents

i. Have you honored your father and mother?

ii. Do they know you love them?

iii. If you get the opportunity, do you show them?

III. “Give an account: you’re out of here.”

A. This is exactly what we deserve for our dishonesty

B. God’s Law says to us:

1. I have given you these gifts that are beyond value--how do you treat them?

2. Where do you spend your time?

3. What’s running the show in your life? Is it God and only God?

4. For your sin, you are condemned to hell: eternal torment, separated from the love of God forever

5. That’s exactly what you deserve

IV. Make friends via mammon, so when you get in trouble, they’ll receive you.

A. Mammon: Material possessions

1. Money

2. Anything you can buy with money

B. Is Jesus telling us to be dishonest like this manager?

1. No, but He gives us gifts to use to His glory

2. Often, that means helping people out with what you have

a. Don’t be suckered by rumors

b. Don’t give people a reason to ridicule the church

c. Instead, help them out however you can

C. What’s the motivation?

1. So they’ll receive you into heavenly dwellings

2. That is, so when you get to heaven, you’ll be there together

a. Think of your friends: how many are you positive they know heaven is a free gift, paid for by Christ?

b. Do you want your friends to go to hell?

c. What are you doing to show them the way out of hell into heaven?

V. Who is faithful in little is faithful in much. Ditto for unrighteousness.

A. To understand this, we must ask, “Where does faithfulness come from?”

1. Faith, which comes from God

2. The Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith

3. Through that faith, we can be faithful

4. God has promised, not for our works, but because of our God-given faith, to increase our faith

B. Of course, unrighteous in much, too often, describes us better

VI. If you’re unfaithful with another’s, who’ll give you what’s yours?

A. All we have belongs to God

1. He has given us immense gifts

2. But the greatest He’s given us is the Gospel: the good news that

a. Even though you’ve not been a responsible manager of your gifts

b. Even though you’ve been selfish

c. Even though you’ve been lazy

d. Jesus agreed to “Be all that you can’t be” for you

e. Before you were born, even before Adam ,He agreed to pay the price for your sin

f. Because of Jesus sacrifice to us, God says to you, a dishonest manager, “Well done, good and faithful servant!”

g. You have fulfilled My will (Because all He sees is Christ’s perfection on us, given to us in our Baptism)

VII. No servant can serve two masters.

A. So, who’ll it be for you?

1. You can serve this world, with its quick fixes and ultimate end in destruction

2. Or you can serve Jesus Christ,

3. Who forgives you even when you fail to serve Him

4. Who loves you in spite of your failure

5. Who gives you eternal life in spite of your rebellion

B. As for me and my house, through the faith and constant forgiveness of God, we will serve the Lord in Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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