Time to get started!

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria and Galilee. As he was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. They stood at a distance and called out in a loud voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!” When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were cleansed. One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. He threw himself at Jesus' feet and thanked him--and he was a Samaritan. Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? Was no-one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” Then he said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has made you well.” (Luke 17:11-19, NIV).

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Dead letter office

A postal clerk in the dead-letter office in Washington, D.C., studied the mail that came during one Christmas season. Before Christmas thousands of letters came addressed to Santa Claus asking for toys and gifts, whereas after Christmas there was only one postcard saying thank-you to Santa for the gift received.

A. Certain irony to having Thanksgiving before Christmas

1. Receive gifts & don’t thank God for them

2. Celebrate the ultimate gift after giving thanks

B. Maybe it’s good

1. Time to thank God for all the things that get overlooked

2. One holiday we celebrate which focuses on something WE do (After God has already done)

II. Why should we thank God?

A. Usual things: 5 “Fs”: Family, friends, food, fitness, & football

B. Other little things

1. A comfortable bed

2. Indoor plumbing

3. Seat belts

4. point buck

C. Other big things

1. Relatively peaceful times

2. Government: protection & order

3. The Cross

4. Faith

III. Too often, we don’t

A. When’s the last time we thanked God for all that stuff?

B. How many things in life do we forget to thank Him for?

C. How many times do we thank ourselves instead of God?

1. Harvest: excellent farming skill

2. Promotion/Raise: personal ability

3. Faith: personal decision

D. All good things come from God

IV. How do we thank God?

A. Prayer

1. Thank-you

2. For others to receive as many gifts

B. Actions

1. Give to those in need

a. Food

b. Money

c. Time

d. Faith (The Gospel)

2. Tell people you’re thankful for them

a. When’s the last time you told your spouse, children, or parents, “I’m so thankful to God for bringing you into my life, for giving you the patience to put up with me, and for being there for me when I really need you, which is just about all the time.”

V. When do we thank God?

A. Not just an annual ritual

B. At all times & in all places

C. Constantly be aware of the gifts placed before us (Imagine everything we have w/ a nice shiny bow & a card on it that says, “To: Me   From: The Lord.”)

VI. Conclusion: Luther said even all eternity will not be enough time to thank God for His blessings.

A. True even if He stopped right now

B. He doesn’t stop: dishes it out faster than we give thanks

C. He blesses us regardless of whether we respond or not

D. All the same, He likes to hear & see it

E. Give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good. His mercy endures forever.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Have each child say what they’re thankful for.

Pray to Jesus & thank Him for all that & for the cross.

