What do you want, a medal?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (See bulletin)

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Missing Children

A. Statistics:

1 in 5 violent offenders serving time in a State prison reported having victimized a child.

Two-thirds of all prisoners convicted of rape or sexual assault had committed their crime against a child. 

Between 1976 and 1994 an estimated 37,000 children were murdered. 

B. Can’t imagine what it must be like for those parents

C. Can’t imagine what it must be like for Jesus: (Young in their faith)

II. Kids are naturally curious & like to wander off

A. Keep an eye on them f/E
B. Show them where to go f/E
C. Be patient with them f/E
III. Taking care of them is our job

A. Neither a position of glory nor reward f/E
1. Few people introduce themselves as parents f/E

2. Don’t get paid for parenting f/E

B. As we were taken care of f/E
C. Need no glory or reward for it

1. Reward already received through Christ’s work

2. Will one day receive glory of Christ (Crown of Life)

IV. Conclusion: Pray as disciples: Increase our faith

A. Restore in us the joy of our salvation (Reward & Glory)

B. Strengthen us and encourage us to share that joy

C. Enable us to pick up the stumbling instead of causing them to stumble

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Trip off step

Message: Peer pressure

Don’t let anyone trip you up

Prayer: Help me to stay close to You

