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Children’s Sermon

Object: If you could live in a perfect place, what would it be like?

Message: God’s kingdom of glory is like… How do you get there? (Faith)

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Luke 17:20-30, NIV) Once, having been asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus replied, “The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because the kingdom of God is within you.” Then he said to his disciples, “The time is coming when you will long to see one of the days of the Son of Man, but you will not see it. Men will tell you, ‘There he is!’ or ‘Here he is!’ Do not go running off after them. For the Son of Man in his day will be like the lightning, which flashes and lights up the sky from one end to the other. But first he must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation. “Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the Son of Man. People were eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the flood came and destroyed them all. “It was the same in the days of Lot. People were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and building. But the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all. “It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. This event occurs shortly after Jesus cured ten lepers

B. Something modern medicine still can’t do

C. Pharisees equated this with raising the dead

D. So the Pharisees saw this as a sign of the coming of the kingdom

II. The kingdom of God isn’t coming w/ observations

A. Not here or there

1. The Pharisees were talking about a political kingdom

a. Freedom from Rome to a utopia on earth

b. This idea is still alive & well today

i. Liberation Theology in Latin America: “God is for us, so we can’t lose this war”

ii. Millenialism like you’ll read about in the Left Behind books (Fiction, BTW, no more real than Harry Potter or Shrek)

1. Belief that Jesus will establish an earthly kingdom

2. But He said, “My kingdom is not of this world.”

2. There will be a point where the kingdom is clearly visible

a. Not exactly what the Pharisees had in mind

b. Not what Jesus was talking about

3. When we pray, “Thy Kingdom come,” we need to keep in mind 3 different kingdoms

a. Power

i. God’s creation & civil government

ii. It’s already here; not talking about that

b. Glory

i. Heaven, Resurrection, New Creation

ii. Sort of what the Pharisees meant, although they had the wrong idea

iii. Large part of what “Thy kingdom come” refers to

iv. When God’s kingdom of Glory comes, all our troubles will be over

v. But first, Jesus speaks of another of God’s kingdoms

c. Grace

i. People coming to saving faith in Christ through Word & Sacrament

ii. Sinners repenting & being forgiven

iii. The every day church stuff we take for granted

B. It’s in you

1. How is the kingdom in you?

2. By the Holy Spirit working faith through Word & Sacrament

a. Every time you read the Bible

b. Every time you reflect on Scripture you’ve memorized

c. Every time you come to church & hear God’s Word read, sung, and preached

3. By God’s free gift, paid for by Jesus on the cross, you are part of God’s kingdom

C. Was it in the Pharisees? (He did say “in you” to them)

1. Are the Pharisees worse than you?

a. By human standards, they were probably better

b. They were sinners just like you

c. They thought they were doing right by cornering Jesus

2. But all our efforts are useless

a. We’re all lousy stinkin’ good-for-nothing poor miserable sinners

b. We, like the Pharisees, deserve nothing but hell

c. But that’s what the kingdom of grace is all about

i. Grace is undeserved love

ii. God loves us in spite of our sin

iii. He saved us by sending His Son, Jesus, to pay our death sentence on a cross

iv. He died to forgive the sins of Pharisees, sinners, and even you

III. Days will come when you’d like to see one of the days of the Son of Man, but you won’t

A. They’ll say “Here!” or “There”

1. Lots of that going around

a. New Age: you are a god

b. Mormon: You can become a god

c. Even the Pentecostal: look for God in your emotions

B. Don’t follow them

1. God has not promised to be found in nature or your mind

2. He has only promised to be found in Word & Sacraments

3. Don’t listen to anyone who tells you otherwise

C. Day of the Son of Man

1. Kingdom of Glory

a. That’s what we’re waiting for

b. All those false teachings will be burned up along with the rest of sin

2. Like lightning

a. Don’t know when it’ll happen

b. But when it happens, the whole world will know

c. If you’re saying, “Is this it?” The answer is, “No.”

d. There’ll be no question

D. Must suffer first

1. Our eternal joy would be meaningless without Jesus’ first coming

2. Central reason for Jesus’ first coming was to die

a. Exactly what He did

b. So we could enjoy eternity with Him

IV. It’ll be like the days of Noah & Lot

A. Life as usual

1. Do you believe that Jesus could come back today?

2. Are you so inwardly focused that you don’t believe it?

3. Luther:

These words abundantly show that people will rest so secure and will be so deeply buried beneath the cares of this life, that they will not believe the day is at hand.

V. It’ll be the same the day the Son of Man is revealed

A. Some will realize too late that their worries and plans over the temporary were all useless, and they’ll share the fate of the residents of Sodom & Noah’s contemporaries

B. We, though, will, like Noah & Lot, be saved from the destruction

1. Not because we deserve it

2. But because we’ve been paid for by Jesus’ blood & in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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