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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point:

Message:

What Makes a Saint?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable: “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men--robbers, evildoers, adulterers--or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” (Luke 18:9-14, NIV).

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Today is All Saints’ Day

B. So, what is a saint?

1. You might refer to someone who’s really nice a saint: “Oh, thank-you for helping me! You’re a saint!”

2. Of course, we’ve been hearing over the past few months who’s the bigger sinner

C. But what you do has nothing to do with what constitutes a saint

II. But He also spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and despised others.

A. Most of you are familiar with the “three fingers pointing back at you” principle

B. The Pharisees considered themselves better than others because of their long list of good works

C. Or at least they considered their good works better than anyone else’s

D. But Jesus shows here that self-righteousness is a sin as damnable as any other

III. "Two people went up into the temple. One was a Pharisee, and the other, a tax collector.

A. The modern equivalent might be a Salvation Army worker and a telemarketer

1. One is considered a paragon of virtue; the other, a sell-out

2. Yet both assessments are completely wrong, as was the case with Pharisees & tax-collectors

B. But Jesus shows us who is more worthy of respect, and more importantly, whom God has more respect for

C. But before we go any further, we need to get the biggest misperception out of the way

1. It’s easy to listen to this parable and say, “I thank God I’m not like that self-righteous Pharisee.”

2. But of course, as soon as you look down your nose on that horrible Pharisee, if you look a little closer, you’ll see your own face on that Pharisee

IV. "The Pharisee stood praying this to himself: "God, I thank you that I am not like the rest of the people: robbers, the unrighteous, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.

A. How many times have you pointed the finger at someone?

B. How many times have you said something to someone that you’d be embarrassed for him or her to hear?

C. If you can think of even one time, you’re no better than this Pharisee

V. "I fast twice a week. I tithe everything I get."

A. You see, your works, no matter how great, are paltry

1. Even if you live perfectly, do everything to the letter, you’d just barely pass, simply a servant who has done the minimum

2. You can’t possibly make up for your sins, however few you consider them, because the best you can do is keep up, never gain ground on your stumbles

B. But Jesus, by contrast, did live perfectly

1. He fulfilled the Law perfectly

2. And He alone was able to go beyond that

a) Having lived the perfect life

b) He went beyond God’s Law and fulfilled it on your behalf

c) Jesus alone could point to His Good Works and be self-righteous

d) But He gave His righteousness to you and took your sin on Him

e) So completely apart from your works, God sees Jesus’ righteousness in you, given to you at your Baptism

f) Because Jesus is the only source of righteousness

VI. "But the tax collector, standing a distance away, was unwilling to even lift up his eyes to heaven, but he was beating his chest, saying, "God, make propitiation for me, a sinner."

A. The tax-collector had a very different attitude—a realistic attitude

B. You won’t find anything in this parable about positive self-esteem

1. Rather, being realistic means recognizing your sinfulness, your absolute corruption and worthlessness

2. You are sinful and unclean and have sinned against God in thought, word, and deed, not only by what you’ve done, but by what you’ve left undone

3. You haven’t loved God with your whole heart

4. You haven’t loved your neighbor as yourself

5. All you can do, like the tax-collector, is beg God for mercy

C. And in the tax-collector’s word choice, you find the key to God’s mercy

1. He says, literally, “God, mercy-seat me;”

a) “God, cover my sins with the blood that has been shed”

b) “God, forgive me for the sake of the sacrifice offered in my stead.”

c) “God, look not on my sin, but on the offering You Yourself have made on my behalf.”

2. This is the prayer of faith

a) Jesus tells us that the Pharisee prayed “to himself”

b) And a self-righteous prayer is nothing more than that—praying to yourself

c) But the prayer of confession and submission recognizes God’s holiness and mercy apart from your merit (or lack of merit, as the case happens to be)

d) And that is why you pray “In Jesus’ name”

(1) Because you don’t deserve to be heard by God

(2) But by Jesus’ merit on your behalf, the Father hangs on your every word and thought

(3) Because you wear the robe of Christ’s righteousness that covers your sin, God the Holy Spirit brings the deep groanings of your soul that can’t even be expressed in words to God the Father for His immediate attention

(4) All because of the blood of Christ that has been shed for you

VII. "I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other, since everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbled himself will be exalted."

A. Exalting yourself is idolatry

1. Pointing to your good deeds with pride takes the attention off of God who has given you new life to even be able to perform those deeds

2. Self-righteousness creates a god out of the image in the mirror, which is nothing

3. And you cannot save yourself any more than a carved lump of wood or stone can

B. But Christ was humbled on your behalf

1. In fact, the depth of His humility was being lifted up—on a cross in your place

2. But there on the cross, you were lifted before God

3. And to this day, God the Son says to His Father as your advocate, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”

4. And because of Jesus’ humility, you will be literally lifted up—raised to eternal life

5. Because the blood of Christ, not good works, makes a saint

6. God-given faith, given to you through Word and Sacrament, makes you a saint

7. And through faith, you, saints of God, will reign forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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