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Come to the Shepherds

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Luke 2:15-20, NIV) When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Sometimes, we hear the Christmas story so many times, it becomes cliché

B. It’s a nice story and all, but you’ve heard it a hundred times.

C. But as we await Christ’s coming, come to the pasture and see it through the eyes of the shepherds

1. Up to this point, it’s been a “Silent Night”

2. But all that has been interrupted by the appearance of an angel

a. Right there in the field, glowing like the sun with the glory of God and the purity of sinlessness

b. The angel was terrifying to behold—many of the angels in the Bible appear with swords

c. The angel tells these dirty old shepherds, the most unlikely of recipients, the most important news in the history of the world

d. The Messiah has been born

e. It’s been 400 years since any message has come from God, and when the Child Who is the fulfillment of the entire Hebrew Scriptures appears, God sends an angel to shepherds!

f. Then tens of thousands of angels appear, lighting up the sky, singing like no human choir could ever dream, praising God for this amazing news that was amazing even to the angels

II. And it happened as the angels had gone away from them into heaven

A. that the shepherds kept saying to each other, “Let’s go straight to Bethlehem then, and see this message that has happened

1. This was just too amazing

2. They had to go see

3. If an angel appeared to you with news that a prophecy as old as time had been fulfilled, you’d want to see it, too

4. Especially when it was “Good news of great joy for all people!”

B. which the Lord has made known to us.”

1. The shepherds were as shocked as anyone that God had chosen them to get the message

2. Why would God give the message to a bunch of scrubby old shepherds?

a. Then again, why would God give this message to a bunch of Iowa farmers, salesmen, retirees, and kids?!

b. And yet He has chosen you to hear the message and the fulfilled promise

c. To let you know that He has sent a Savior

III. And they came,

A. hurrying,

1. How often do you get to see the Son of God in a feeding trough?

2. It was the kind of story that, if it hadn’t been angels delivering the message, they would’ve laughed it off

3. But this isn’t the kind of story someone would make up

4. Because nobody’d believe it

B. and they found

1. Mary & Joseph

a. A virgin and her husband, sitting in a stable, looking into the face of God

b. A couple who had just brought a child into the world Who had created the world

c. Or, as in the song, “Mary did you know that this child that you delivered would soon deliver you?”

2. & the newborn

a. He was less than a day old, yet older than time itself

b. Holding the world in His hands, yet unable to support His own head

c. The source of all life in the universe, yet totally dependent on Mary’s milk to sustain His life

d. What an amazing child!

3. in the manger.

a. The King of kings and Lord of lords

b. The Bread of Life, who sustains us all

i. Who gives us His own body and blood in bread and wine for the forgiveness of our sins

ii. Is already on the night of His birth placed in a feeding trough to rest

IV. But having seen, they proclaimed about the utterance which was spoken to them about this child.

A. Even in a busy town like Bethlehem during a census, a newborn’s cry from a stable would’ve been news

B. So the shepherds didn’t go around telling about what they’d seen in the manger

C. Rather, they told everyone what the angels had told them

1. That this child was no ordinary child

2. That He was their Savior

3. That God still remembered His lost, condemned creatures, and He sent His Son to be condemned in our place

4. And He sent smelly, dirty shepherds to bring this good news

5. Just as He has chosen you to bring the Good News to your family, your friends, your coworkers, and your classmates

D. And why did they do it? Natural reaction to good news!

1. When a baby is born, we call everyone to tell them all the details

2. But when “Unto us a child is Born; unto us a  Son is given,” we don’t tell anyone

V. And all who heard it were amazed about the utterance by the shepherds to them.

A. What an amazing story!

B. God is in that stable over there

C. And He chose shepherds to let everyone know

1. This was what they were waiting for

2. But how many of them believed it?

VI. But Mary treasured all these things, pondering them in her heart.

A. The word “ponder” here means literally “putting together”

B. Mary had all the pieces of the puzzle

1. Her own virgin pregnancy

2. The messages of the angels to her, her husband, and to the shepherds

C. And she was trying to put the pieces together, to make sense of it all

1. But how can a little human mind grasp such massive concepts?

2. We can’t wrap our brains around God

3. Even the angels are amazed at these things

4. But you don’t need to understand

5. Just trust the message God has given you

VII. And the shepherds returned,

A. glorifying and praising God about all that they'd heard & seen, just as had been told to them.

1. You notice the words “just as”

2. You see, this wasn’t a last minute idea on God’s part

3. It was planned from the beginning

4. Even before God made you, He already knew that He’d need to give up His Son to die for you

5. And while we don’t understand that, “Behold what manner of love the Father has given unto us”

6. He has given us His Son to give forgiveness

a. Forgiveness for keeping the message to ourselves

b. Forgiveness for putting other priorities before God

c. Forgiveness for putting ourselves before the needs of our neighbors

7. That we may be called the Sons of God in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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