Rev. Dale Critchley: Christmas Eve 2000


Christmas Eve

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Luke 2:16-20, NIV) So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Time has come to slow down

1. Gifts should be bought by now

2. Trees are trimmed

3. Presents are wrapped (some already unwrapped?)

B. So as we slow down, we find shepherds hurrying

II. The Shepherds hurried & found them.

A. They’d just experienced the most incredible thing in their lives

1. Angel appearing to them (Imagine a fierce, mighty warrior of God appearing at your workplace)

2. Followed by an entire army of God’s angels singing

B. They wanted to see what the angels were so excited about

1. Came into town, searching for this baby

a. Bethlehem was pretty small

b. Packed with people

c. Took some work to find them

2. Hurried until they found them

a. Image is almost comical

b. Bunch of dirty, ragged shepherds fighting through the crowds to find this baby

c. Where are the stables in this town? I’m looking for a baby who happens to be God!

C. Finally found them

1. No mistaking the place

2. What do you say to the parents of God?

3. Seems they didn’t stick around too long: had to tell someone, or, in their case, everyone

III. When they’d seen, they told everyone what they’d seen & heard.

A. Couldn’t contain it

1. Rushed around town telling people

a. Angels! The Messiah! Baby God! Feeding trough!

b. Must’ve been hard to explain

c. Still is

B. We have the same good news message this day as the shepherds

1. They heard a message straight from God that a Savior was born

a. That was great news to them

b. Shepherds aren’t what you’d think of as role-models

i. Dishonest, dirty…sinners

c. Sheep were for sacrifice at the Temple in Jerusalem

d. They knew they needed someone to save them from their sins

i. They weren’t the types God would allow into paradise

ii. They knew that their lambs’ blood could only go so far

iii. Temporary solution

e. Thus they were overjoyed at the announcement that the Savior was born

2. We’ve heard the same exact message from God

a. Savior has come to us

i. No sin is too great for this little baby

ii. He’ll grow up to be the same Jesus who died a criminal’s death on a cross because of our sins

b. Direct from God

i. The Word of God is living & active

ii. God works faith through hearing it

c. Yet we aren’t running around town proclaiming salvation

i. It’s rare that Jesus is even mentioned at most Christmas parties

ii. Rare to mention Him anywhere

IV. All who heard were amazed.

A. This was great news

1. The source was questionable

2. Not standard shepherd behavior

3. Whatever the real story was, they knew something  was going on

B. It’s still great news

1. Nowadays, the message of salvation through Christ alone isn’t popular, either

2. Christians aren’t considered trustworthy

3. but we still have the news to share

V. Shepherds praised God for what they’d heard & seen.

A. So can we

1. Our Savior has come

a. Became one of us

b. Though He was perfect, He took our sin on Himself

c. Died in our place on the cross

d. Therefore, our sins are forgiven

i. All sins for all time

ii. Even the sin of not sharing the message

e. Salvation is to all people in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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