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Children’s Sermon

Object: Christmas is all about someone coming for us with a great gift. Anybody know who?

Message: Santa may bring lots of great gifts, but Jesus gives us a  greater gift. What does He bring us? (Eternal life, forgiveness of sins) How did He bring us those things? Dragging them down a chimney? Putting them under a tree? It has something to do with a tree! †

Come to us

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Luke 2:1-7, NIV) In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone went to his own town to register. So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Over the past month, we have been waiting for His coming

1. We’ve sung hymns like, “Oh come, oh come Immanuel”

2. We’ve made preparations, baking cookies, wrapping gifts

3. Some spent time doing Advent devotions with yourselves or your families

4. And children have been eagerly eyeing, and maybe giving a few good shakes to, those presents under the tree

B. And now, He has finally come

1. Christmas is here

2. Christ is born!

3. We celebrate His coming with joyful hymns and welcome greetings

4. Come, He has come

II. And it happened in those days that a law went out from Caesar Augustus that the whole world should be registered.

A. This was the first census taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.

1. Dr. Luke wrote these words for a very specific reason

a. When telling a historical account, it’s important to mention the historical setting

b. And He did so to point out that this is not just a story

i. He didn’t say, “Once upon a time”

ii. Most stories from other religions are told to have occurred in the distant past, with unverifiable details

iii. But Luke makes a point throughout his entire Gospel to point out dates and places so that the story is verifiable

iv. Anyone at the time could have looked into his claims and determined their historical accuracy

v. And Luke did this to remove any doubt that, as incredible as this story is, it’s all true and verifiable

vi. And through archaeological finds, all discoveries have supported the Bible’s accounts, no a single dig finding anything to the contrary

vii. All this is important so that you know that this Christmas story is 100% accurate

1. And of course, that’s important that this is true

2. Because if it’s all a fable, then millions of people, including Luke himself, died to defend a lie

3. And if it’s all a fable, then we are all still in our sin and going to hell

4. I assure you that it is not a fable

2. But besides the historical accuracy, the events surrounding Jesus’ birth are very important

a. You see, all this had been prophesied hundreds of years earlier

b. And now, completely beyond the control of Mary and Joseph, events were causing them to be put into position for these prophesies to be fulfilled

c. Because Caesar Augustus wasn’t controlling this situation, as much as he may have thought he was

d. God saw to it that Caesar Augustus told Mary to go to Bethlehem at the right time so that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem

e. This fulfilled prophecies that, even though the Savior would be called a Nazarene (from Nazareth, some 70 miles north of Bethlehem), He would be born in Bethlehem, the birthplace of King David

f. And you can be reasonably sure that the scenario of Caesar’s advisors saying, “Caesar, there’s a pregnant virgin in Bethlehem, which means she’s pregnant with the Son of God—you better get her to Bethlehem somehow!” didn’t happen!

g. At least there’s nothing in the Roman archives about that one.

3. Of course, not only in those days do you find God at work

a. He is just as active now, bringing events together 

B. And everyone journeyed to register, each to his own city.

1. But Joseph also went up from Galilee,

a. out of the city of Nazareth,

i. As much of a hardship as it may have been for Joseph to drop everything and take an extended vacation in a foreign town with a pregnant wife

ii. It was probably almost a relief for them

iii. Since a little town like Nazareth would’ve been in an uproar over Mary being pregnant before their marriage

iv. Getting away from that ridicule and scorn would’ve been a welcome change

b. to Judah, to the city of David, because he was from the house and patronage of David.

i. Another fulfilled prophecy: He would be a descendant of David

ii. He is a king, the King of kings, in fact

iii. With such a lowly beginning

iv. Even though the whole creation is His, He is no stranger to poverty

2. in order to register with Mary,

a. who was betrothed to him,

i. Another fulfilled prophecy: a pregnant virgin

ii. She’d been betrothed to Joseph, which is a bit more binding than just an engagement

iii. And the only reason Joseph didn’t divorce her was because he found out by way of an angel that she truly was a virgin

b. being pregnant.

i. Imagine riding 70 miles on a donkey while 8 or 9 months pregnant

ii. The infinite God allowed Himself to be moved around by such meager means

iii. Simply because that’s the way He works; it’s His personality to lower Himself for you

III. But it happened while they were there that the day was fulfilled that she give birth.

A. And she brought forth her firstborn son

1. Finally, the Scripture was fulfilled

2. The firstborn was born

3. And in the Bible, the firstborn often ended up getting killed, like in the Passover

4. And Jesus was no different

a. He was firstborn of Mary and the Holy Spirit

b. The firstborn who was also God, also prophesied 600 years earlier

c. And Who would be the firstborn of the dead

i. Raised after He died to take away all your sin

ii. Raised to give you the promise of eternal life

iii. Raised to assure you that your sins have been paid for and 100% forgiven

B. and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths and laid Him in a manger,

1. The Holy, pure Son of God

2. Dirtied by a common stable, laid in a feeding trough

3. Who would allow Himself to be dirtied with your sin

4. So that He would pay the price for your sin in your place

5. Purifying you so you have eternal life, completely independent of anything you do, good or bad

C. since not for them was there space in the inn.

1. The way it’s worded in the original Greek, there may have been room in the inn, but not for them
2. Regardless, throughout His life, there was little room for Jesus anywhere

3. Yet there was found for Jesus room on a wooden cross

a. Where He was nailed, giving up His life

b. Pierced through (fulfilling a few more prophecies) not for His own guilt, but for yours

c. Paying the price for your sin

d. So you don’t have to “be good” to live forever with God

e. He was already perfect in your place

4. And while there was room for Him on the cross, there was no room for Him in death

a. On the third day of His death, He rose again

b. Because there was no room for Him in the grave

c. And because there was no room for Him in the grave

d. There is no place for you in the grave, either

e. He has a place for you with Him in the resurrection

f. And that’s why He has come: for you. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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