Rev. Dale Critchley: 
 DATE \@ "MMMM dd, yyyy" \* MERGEFORMAT 
January 1, 1997


Christmas Day

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Luke 2:1-7, NIV) In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone went to his own town to register. So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. At this point, we’re pretty sick of hearing stories about people heading South for the sake of counting

B. Too often, we get tired of this story, too

1. Heard it as a child over & over

2. Maybe had to memorize it for your “part” in the church Christmas play

3. Heard it so many times, it’s just another obligatory Christmas tradition like eating fruitcake

C. If you’re tired of it, I’ll contend that you never really understood it

D. If you’re not tired of it, you’re anxious to hear it again

II. Caesar decided the world should be registered.

A. It was tax time

1. Every 14 years from here on would be moving time

2. They didn’t have census workers to drop of a convenient form

3. You had to go & be counted

B. Here’s where the story begins to unfold

1. Micah had prophesied that the Savior would be born in Bethlehem

2. Mary, who was pregnant with Jesus, was living in Nazareth

3. Caesar, being a good Jew, knew he needed to get Mary down to Bethlehem somehow (Not exactly)

4. God made sure all happened the way He’d planned

III. Everyone journeyed to be registered.

A. 3-Day trip from Nazareth to Bethlehem

1. We complain about having to travel a couple hours

2. Donkeys don’t have air conditioning or FM radios

3. Not too comfortable for a woman who’s 9 months pregnant

4. Hoping & praying the baby wouldn’t be born on the road

IV. Joseph went from Nazareth to the city of David with Mary.

A. Just so happened that they were both descendents of David

B. Important, since the Messiah had to be of the lineage of David

1. Joseph had the “family name” but wasn’t the father

2. Mary would make Him a blood descendant

V. Time came for her to give birth.

A. The moment we’ve all been waiting for

1. Mary & Joseph

a. Anxious to see this child

b. What does the Son of God look like?

c. How is this going to work?

2. Us

a. Desperately needed a Savior

i. We’re too quick to get sick of God

ii. Tired of doing things His way

iii. Sin  & our own plans are much more enticing

iv. Sin brings us death

VI. Firstborn Son born, wrapped in swaddling cloths, & laid in a manger since there was no room in the inn.

A. Firstborn of God the Father was now the firstborn of Mary

1. Difference is that the Eternal Son of God has no beginning: always coming from the Father

2. Now, He has become one of us

3. God of power & might can’t even hold His own head up

B. Laid in a manger because there was no room in the inn

1. Typical

a. Once again, the God who gave up everything for us is shoved aside

i. His creation is too busy for Him

ii. Not just too busy

iii. Luke emphasizes for them
1. No room for an unwed pregnant mother

2. No room for an out-of-work carpenter

3. No room for the Son of God

iv. We can go out of our way to avoid God

1. We do it every day

2. No room for Him in our busy schedule

2. Room on a cross

a. We’re happy to see Him there

i. Rightly so

1. He doesn’t deserve to be there

2. Yet that’s why He came in the first place

3. To prepare rooms for us in His home

4. Show us the way

1. Through a little baby laid in hay

2. Who would become a strong man nailed to a cross

3. So we can be right with God

4. Not by our own works

5. But for Jesus’ sake & in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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