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Children’s Sermon

Object: What are those leaves you’re carrying around? (Palm Sunday Story)

Message: Where was Jesus going? Getting ready to go to the cross.

Check the trees

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Luke 23:27-33, NKJV) And a great multitude of the people followed Him, and women who also mourned and lamented Him. But Jesus, turning to them, said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for Me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. “For indeed the days are coming in which they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, wombs that never bore, and breasts which never nursed!’ “Then they will begin ‘to say to the mountains, “Fall on us!” and to the hills, “Cover us!”’ “For if they do these things in the green wood, what will be done in the dry?” There were also two others, criminals, led with Him to be put to death. And when they had come to the place called Calvary, there they crucified Him, and the criminals, one on the right hand and the other on the left.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. In the Gospels, women are never hostile to Jesus

B. Not to say it didn’t happen

C. They show us the emotional side of the salvation story

II. Women were mourning & lamenting Jesus.

A. This was the saddest time in the history of the universe

1. The Son of God was being led to His death

2. The nicest guy anyone ever met was being executed

3. He’d never hurt anyone

4. Always bent over backwards to help people

B. These women express their sorrow over Jesus

III. “Don’t weep for me but for yourselves & your children.”

A. Should we not weep for Jesus?

1. Our own fault He had to die

2. Our sins put Him on the cross

B. Instead, weep for you & your children

1. Look around

2. We live in a sinful world

a. We suffer & die

b. We’re constantly attacked by the devil with temptations

3. Jesus was making reference specifically to the fall of Jerusalem in A.D. 70, too

a. Horrible time for the Jews

b. Jerusalem was leveled

IV. The day will come when they say, “Blessed are the barren.”

A. Complete reversal of normal

1. Generally, we think of children as a blessing

2. When the world gets bad, they become a liability

3. During the siege of Jerusalem, no one could get in or out, and there was no food, so I’ll let you imagine where these parents turned for food

B. Our time is not like that, yet we still face hardship & suffering

V. They’ll ask the mountains & hills to fall on them.

A. There are times in our lives when we’d prefer death to our suffering

1. Especially those undergoing suffering

2. We see that now when people are begging for “Physician-assisted suicide”

B. In the midst of our trials, we look to a different hill to cover us

1. The one at the end of this text: Golgotha

2. Through the events on that hill, we’ve been rescued from such great trouble

a. Not that we don’t suffer

b. We know it’s temporary

c. What’s in store is so great, our suffering in this world will seem like nothing in comparison

d. So we call on God to keep us in faith until this torment is finished, trusting in Him

VI. “If it happens when the wood’s green, what about when it’s dry?”

A. To understand this, we need to know a little bit about Jewish linguistics

1. “They” is a Jewish idiom, referring to God

2. Green trees are innocent, and the dry tree represents the guilty (ready for burning)

3. So “If God does this to an innocent man, what will He do to the guilty?”

a. Jesus was innocent, charged for our sin

b. God punished Jesus with all His wrath for what we’ve done

c. Imagine the wrath God will have against those who’ve rejected the Christ, God’s own Son given as our substitute!

VII. At “the skull,” they crucified Him & the evildoers.

A. Here we see the trees lined up

1. On one side, a dry tree that will burn for all eternity

2. On the other side, one who was dry, but was given faith on the tree & in the One, Jesus, who was hanging on a tree

3. That one will be “green” forever because of the One in the middle

4. The “green tree” (innocent man) hanging on the center tree

a. There to suffer and shed His blood for us

b. There to take our place

c. Because He was nailed to a tree, we who were dead have been made green again

d. We’re innocent in God’s eyes because Jesus removed all our sin

e. We’re no longer “ready for the fire” and instead will live forever with the green tree Who went to the tree for us

f. There is our assurance in Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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