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Hands that are Pierced

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Luke 23:32-46) Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. When they came to the place called the Skull, there they crucified him, along with the criminals--one on his right, the other on his left. Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One.” The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.” There was a written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself and us!” But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour, for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed his last.
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Today, we remember the death of Jesus Christ

B. He is the most famous man to have ever lived

C. But Who is He?

II. But there was also an inscription above Him: "This is The King of the Jews."

A. That is exactly Who Jesus is and why He came

B. Jesus is the King of Israel

1. Israel is the disobedient son of God

2. The one who walked out on the Father to pursue a life of sin

3. The one who fawns over false gods,

a. gods made of wood and metal,

b. gods made of flesh

c. gods made of green paper and imprinted plastic

d. gods made of wire, steel, and rubber

C. And what kind of King does this nation get?

1. A simple tradesman, a carpenter’s son

2. A beaten, bruised, dying king

D. Is that what we deserve?

E. Not even close, but He’s exactly what we need

III. And it was now about the sixth hour, and darkness happened over the whole land until the ninth hour.

A. What great evil could cause the whole earth go dark in the middle of the afternoon?

1. Solar eclipses only last a few minutes, not three hours

2. Clearly, God was expressing His distress at something

B. The darkness showed God’s wrath against sin

1. God is holy and pure

2. He has given us all we have and daily provides for our every need

3. And as a perfect God, He cannot tolerate sin, even the smallest one

a. Sin must be punished

b. And nothing short of hell is a suitable punishment for treason against God

4. So God unleashed all of His wrath against His Son

a. But instead of punishing His rebellious, idolatrous, immoral son who so deeply deserved it

b. He punished His only begotten Son, His beloved, in Whom He was well pleased

i. The King of the Jews was to be held responsible for His rebellious son’s sin

ii. The evil son who deserved to die is forgiven and welcomed by the Father

iii. While the perfect Son is killed

C. It was not Jesus’ sin that put Him on the cross

1. As the thief said, “This man has done nothing wrong.”

2. That is absolute truth

3. Jesus never did anything wrong His whole life

4. Even when obedience meant dying for your sin, Jesus went willingly to His own murder

5. For you, the Light of the World was plunged into the darkness of death and God’s wrath

IV. The sun failed, but the curtain in the middle of the temple was divided.

A. As Jesus hung on the cross, He endured the ultimate separation

1. For the first time in history, a living man endured hell

2. That is, He was removed from God’s love

B. Why? So the disobedient sons could be restored

1. The curtain in the temple that kept God hidden from the people was torn apart

2. The separation was gone

3. Do you want to see God? There He is: bleeding and dying on a tree

4. But that blood is poured out for the forgiveness of all of your sin

5. That dying king paid the price for your disobedience

V. And Jesus, crying out with a great voice, said, "Father, into Your hands I place My spirit," and having said this, He expired.

A. Normally, when a man is crucified, he dies of asphyxiation

1. No longer able to pull himself up to breathe, he fades away

2. The process can take days

B. But the King of the Jews is no ordinary man

1. He gave His life up freely

2. He gave it up strongly

3. In complete control over His life, He breathed out His Spirit

a. Thousands of years earlier, He had breathed His Spirit into nostrils of clay to give life to man

b. And now, He has once again breathed, this time out of human nostrils to give life to man

4. God’s Son has died that you, God’s son, may live forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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