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Remember Me

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Luke 23:39-43, NKJV) Then one of the criminals who were hanged blasphemed Him, saying, “If You are the Christ, save Yourself and us.” But the other, answering, rebuked him, saying, “Do you not even fear God, seeing you are under the same condemnation? “And we indeed justly, for we receive the due reward of our deeds; but this Man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said to Jesus, “Lord, remember me when You come into Your kingdom.” And Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Prayer of an unlikely man

1. Guilty of treason & murder

2. Facing a sentence reserved for the worst criminals

3. Knew he was dying

B. More unlikely to Whom He was praying

1. Not often you ask a dying man to save you

2. More than that, to remember him

3. Prayer spoken with deep faith

II. “If you are the Christ, save Yourself and us”

A. The first criminal decided to make fun of Jesus

1. Blaspheme: ridicule God

2. Had nothing to lose, so he made sure of it

B. Ironic statement

1. Jesus is the Christ

2. By not saving Himself, He saved us

3. His salvation was for these two criminals, too, but this one rejected the free gift

III. “We’re getting what we deserve, but this Man has done nothing wrong”

A. We all deserve that

1. Might look down on murderers, etc., but we’re just as guilty

2. If you’ve hated, you’re guilty of murder

3. In God’s eyes, all sins are damnable

4. We are no different than those guys hanging there

5. If God were fair, we’d be hanging there, too

B. Jesus really hadn’t done anything wrong

1. Never in His entire 33 years as a man

2. Never once even entertained sin

3. Certainly hadn’t committed a crime

4. He didn’t belong there

5. He was there in our place

IV. Lord, remember me when You come into Your kingdom

A. Quite the king this man was praying to

1. Dripping with blood

2. Back had hardly any skin left on it

3. Could barely breathe

B. Why would the criminal ask for Jesus to remember him

1. Everyone knew Jesus

2. Word had spread about Him

3. Apparently, this man heard enough to know that this was no ordinary man

4. We’re told that, at first, he’d been mocking Jesus, too

5. Through Jesus’ words of forgiveness, the criminal saw the Son of God

6. The Holy Spirit created faith in him through the Word of God

7. He turned to his Lord with a humble request

C. Remember me

1. If God remembers you, He helps you

2. To those God doesn’t know, He says, “Depart from Me, I never knew you”

3. So, knowing he deserves nothing, he asks for the same forgiveness Jesus gave to the soldiers

V. today you will be with Me in Paradise

A. Could’ve said, “What have you done to deserve it?”

1. We’d all be silent

2. We have nothing in ourselves to deserve salvation

3. We’re poor miserable sinners

B. Jesus makes an unconditional promise

1. He’s the on the cross dying because of your sin

2. He’s the on the cross dying because of my sin

3. He’s the on the cross dying because of the criminal’s sin

4. Paradise is given freely

a. Not dependent on being good

b. Purely dependent on the Son of God hanging on the cross paying the price for our sin

c. So the same promise is ours, and we can be sure: “you will be with Me in paradise” in Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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