Rev. Dale Critchley
4/10/04

Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: What is Easter?

Message: Why did Jesus die on the cross? Why did He rise again? He rose to show that we will one day rise with Him & live forever, just like Jesus.

Easter

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’” Then they remembered his words. When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the others. It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who told this to the apostles. But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense. (Luke 24:1-11, NIV).

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Have you ever gone to a movie with someone who’s already seen the movie?

1. Someone who keeps telling you what’s going to happen next before it happens?

2. You get annoyed, and it ruins the surprise

B. Too often, Easter is like that for Christians

1. “Yeah, yeah, Jesus rose from the dead, yadda, yadda, yadda”

2. It becomes just another story

3. Because someone already told us how it ends

4. But Easter doesn’t end with the empty tomb or even the locked room full of disciples

a) In fact, it hasn’t ended yet

b) And in reality, it never ends

II. But on the first of the Sabbath, at early dawn, they came to the tomb carrying spices they'd prepared.

A. What kind, devout women they were!

1. They wanted to show their last respects to Jesus

a) But Jesus said, “If you love Me, keep My Word.”

b) And they didn’t

2. Because Keeping Jesus’ Word is not just “obey” as it’s often interpreted

3. But rather listening and believing

B. Jesus had told them repeatedly that He was going to rise again on the third day

1. If they’d really kept His Word, they wouldn’t have come with burial spices

2. They would’ve come with a “Welcome Back” banner!

3. But they only heard what they wanted to hear

4. So they ignored His statements and did what they thought best

a) They meant well

b) But by ignoring Jesus’ Words, they showed Him disrespect instead of the respect He deserved

C. How often have you meant well but been completely wrong?

1. So often, we do what we feel is the right thing

2. Instead of doing what God says

a) “I think God would want me to do this, regardless what He actually said in the Bible.”

b) “I really believe that this is the best for me, no matter what God says.”

c) You probably don’t say the second part, but by ignoring what God has to say about sin and going with our feelings, we’re no better than the women at the tomb.

III. But they found the stone rolled away from the tomb. But they went in and did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.

A. What a surprise! He was right after all!

B. But they still didn’t get it

C. Again, we so often find ourselves in the same situation

1. We get ourselves into trouble, and we don’t understand what happened

2. We lash out at loved ones to prove we’re right and don’t understand why they get upset.

3. We get involved in all kinds of immorality and get upset when relationships fail

4. We might even go so far as to blame God: “What have I done to deserve this?”

5. And then we don’t even turn to Him for help, and if we do, we don’t give Him the credit when He takes care of our problems.

6. We get so focused on our personal goals that we ignore the big picture: eternal life through the Gospel

D. He keeps telling us, but we just don’t listen

IV. And as they were being perplexed about this, behold, two men stood in dazzling clothing.

A. Who were these men? Angels. The same ones who’d rolled the stone away.

B. Why did they roll away the stone?

1. Not to let Jesus out—He was already risen and out

2. They rolled it away to say, “Look! He did what He said He would! He’s risen!”

C. Because that empty tomb is yours and mine

1. Jesus rose on that first Easter

2. And we all will one day rise, too—empty graves—just as He did

V. But they became afraid and were bowing their faces to the ground. They said to them, "Why do you seek the living with the dead? He is not here, but has been raised. Remember how He spoke to you while He was in Galilee, saying, ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of men of sin and be crucified and the third day to rise.’”

A. This is a rebuke, a reprimand

1. They should’ve known better

2. And so should you and I

B. When God says something, it’s important that we take it to heart—it’s in our own best interest, since He truly knows what’s best for us

1. We ought to know better, too, but we chafe at God’s directions

a) We want to be our own, not ordered around by God

b) It makes us feel mature, independent

c) Which happens to be completely immature, like a child desperate to grow up

2. If you have children, you know what I’m talking about

a) They so desperately want to be “big kids” and will act completely immature to prove that they are

b) You can smile about it or get stressed, depending on the situation

c) But you know what’s best for them and wish they could understand

3. It’s the same with God and us

a) He knows what’s best for us

b) And He gives us direction because He loves us and wants the best for us

c) He gets frustrated when we go our own way, because He knows His way is best for us

d) But He loves us anyway

e) He even sent Jesus to bring us back from our destructive way so we don’t get to where we were heading: eternal destruction (That’s where sin leads: Hell.)

VI. And they remembered His Words.

A. They’d gone through all the trouble of preparing these spices, probably up all night doing so, since they couldn’t work on it during the Sabbath

1. But if they’d just listened to Jesus in the first place, they wouldn’t have had to

2. In fact, they would’ve saved themselves a whole lot of trouble, heartache, and sorrow if they’d listened when He told them the end of the story!

VII. And they returned from the tomb and announced all these things to the eleven and to all the rest. And they were Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them were telling the apostles all these things. And these words appeared before them as nonsense they didn't believe the women.

A. Jesus had told them the end of the story, but they didn’t want to hear it

1. They ignored Him

2. And they even tried to talk Him out of it

B. Now, the women came, and they still didn’t want to hear it

1. It seemed impossible—the dead raised!

2. They’d seen Him die, and a horrible death it was

3. There’s no way anyone could come back from that

4. Anyone but Jesus!

C. The fact is, Easter is not the end of the story

1. The story began when Adam and Eve sinned, and God promised a Savior who would be born of a woman and would suffer to destroy the devil’s power

2. When Jesus died on the cross, that’s exactly what He did

a) He took our sin and death by the horns, faced it, and by His death, defeated it

b) When He shouted from the cross, “It is finished,” He was announcing victory, that the time of suffering was over

c) All that was left was for Him to actually die, so that’s what He did, in complete control over His life and death

d) All that suffering to pay for your sin so you don’t have to

e) And then, just as He said, He rose again

3. When Jesus rose, though, He paved the way for us.

a) You will rise as He did

b) Hear, listen and remember

c) He died to free you from death

d) And He rose to give you life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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