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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Does anyone know the difference between the Old Testament and the New Testament?

Message: They are both about Jesus’ coming. One tells how to know Him when He comes. The other tells us that He did come and is coming again. He came once to die for us & rise for us to give us eternal life. He will come again to fulfill that promise.

Surprised By Peace

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Luke 24:36-49) While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.” When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. And while they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate it in their presence. He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. So there they were, hiding in the upper room

1. It was Sunday night

2. The images of the past few days burned in their minds

a) The Last Supper, and those cryptic words, “This is My Body…this is the New Testament in My Blood.”

b) His arrest at the betrayal of one they’d considered “one of the guys”

c) They thought everything would be all right—they’d been in tougher jams before, and Jesus was the Messiah, after all!

(1) He could command the wind and waves

(2) Surely, He could handle an unruly crowd and some priests He’d put to shame over and over

d) But then it all went wrong

e) At the time, it seemed like forever, but now, it was just a blur, like it all happened at once

f) And He was dead, buried in the tomb of a member of the Sanhedrin no less

3. But then the news from the morning complicated everything

a) The women had gone to prepare His body, mixing the burial spices with their own tears

b) Even if He wasn’t the Messiah, He was still the most wonderful man they’d ever known

c) And the least He deserved was a proper burial

d) And then things got stranger than anything they’d experienced, even stranger than walking on water

(1) The stone was moved

(2) The soldiers that had been guarding it were nowhere to be found, but there was no sign of a fight

(3) And instead of a body in the tomb, they found an angel who said Jesus was alive!

B. They wanted it to be true, but it just didn’t make sense

1. Jesus had raised the dead before, but raising Himself would be another matter entirely!

2. It just couldn’t be true

3. It just wasn’t possible

4. It was over, and they just needed to accept it

C. Besides, when He was on trial, when He needed them most, they abandoned Him

1. He even warned them

2. But when the One Who had always been there for Him needed some support,

3. They scattered

4. And Peter, the leader of their little band, who said he’d die before denying Jesus

5. Bold, big-mouthed Peter, in his last chance to do something right for Jesus, blew it worse than ever

6. He denied even knowing Him three times in one night!

7. So combined with that glimmer of hope was a foreboding mountain of guilt and dread

8. If Jesus were still dead, they at least wouldn’t have to look Him in the eye, knowing how they’d failed Him

9. They could just imagine what He’d say,

a) Woe to you, you hypocrites!

b) I told you you’d fall away, but my warning wasn’t enough to generate a little loyalty out of this sorry pack

c) I gave you everything, even My life, and how do you repay Me? By pretending you don’t know Me.

d) I wasted three years of my life on you losers! I hope you enjoy hell!

II. But as they said these things, He Himself stood amidst them and said to them, "Peace to you."

A. What?!?

1. Wait! Who said that?

2. That voice sounds too familiar

3. I’m seeing things

4. It’s just my guilt affecting my eyes—I haven’t been seeing straight, what with constantly rubbing the tears from them

5. Wait, you guys are all looking the same direction as I am!

6. That means you see Him, too!

B. It couldn’t be Jesus, though

1. We saw Him die

2. And He just said, “Peace to you”

3. I haven’t known peace for almost a week now

4. And I don’t ever expect to again

5. How could I have peace?

6. He couldn’t possibly forgive me—I mean, that was my 70x7 all at once!

III. But they were terrified and frightened and thought they were seeing a spirit.

A. Well, there you go

1. He’s come back to haunt us

2. If He was scary in life—and we saw Him on the transfiguration mount glowing with the glory of God—that’s a just a little scary.

3. How scary is He as a ghost?

B. Now, we’re really in trouble!

IV. And He said to them, "Why are you upset? And why do doubts arise in your heart?"

A. The disciples just couldn’t believe it

B. Think about those days when you haven’t been all you could be

1. Think about how you’d feel if, every once in a while, you turned around, and Jesus was standing there

2. How differently would you act

3. Think of those times when you’ve been talking about someone behind his back, then you realize he heard you

4. Think of those times you’re glad people can’t read your mind

5. Do you act differently when a pastor is watching?

C. That’s how they were feeling

1. But they were painfully aware that they had seriously failed

2. They turned their backs on a dying man and deserted Him in His darkest hour

3. Like the way you’ve turned your back countless times on opportunities to share the Gospel with your neighbor

D. But Jesus came with words of peace and restoration

E. And He showed them the key to that peace…

V. "See my hands and My feet that I AM Myself; touch Me and see that a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have." And having said this, He showed them His hands and feet.

A. This was no case of mistaken identity

B. He had proof

1. He told them, “See and touch” the crucified and risen Christ

2. In the same way, He tells us, “Hear and eat” the crucified and risen Christ

C. He bore the marks of the crucifixion

1. Those marks were the sign of God’s hatred of sin

2. But they were also the sign of God’s forgiveness

3. They were the sign that God has paid for our sin in the death of His Son

VI. But while they couldn't believe Him from joy and amazement, He said to them, "Do you have something to eat?" But they gave to Him a piece of broiled fish. And He took it in front of them and ate.

A. It just couldn’t be

B. They wanted so much for Him to be back—as long as He forgave them

1. After all, He’d forgiven them so many times

2. Really, it was only by forgiveness that they’d become His followers in the first place

C. But those wounds meant He really had died

1. It wasn’t just some nightmare

2. But how could both His death and His presence in front of them both be true?

3. “Oh, God, please let it be true! Please let it be true!”

4. But how is this possible?

5. Yes, Jesus said that with God, all things are possible

6. But this? It may be possible, but it sure seems unlikely.

D. But He’s not a spirit

1. He ate some of our fish!

2. Spirits don’t eat!

3. So maybe He really is alive!

4. How? Why? What does this mean?

5. And does it matter how or why, as long as He’s back?

VII. But He said to them, "These are My words which I spoke to you while I was with you, that it was necessary to fulfill all that is written in the Words of Moses and the prophets and the Psalms about Me." Then He opened their reason to understand the Scriptures.

A. And suddenly, it was starting to make sense

1. The words of David in Psalm 22

a) “They pierced My hands and feet”

b) “They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing.”

2. The words of Isaiah,

a) He was wounded for our transgressions and bruised for our iniquities…and by His wounds we are healed.”

3. The words of Zechariah

a) They will look upon Me Whom they have pierced and mourn for Me like the mourning for an only Son.”

4. And the words of Moses

a) He will crush your head, and you will strike His heel

5. And the words of Job

a) I know that my Redeemer lives, and in the end, He will stand on the earth

6. And hundreds more prophecies that were fulfilled in Jesus

B. But if those prophecies were written about Jesus, that also means that He must forgive them

C. Because those prophecies specifically refer to Him suffering and dying to restore and forgive them

VIII. And He said to them that, "Thus it is written, that the Christ would suffer and rise from the dead [ones] on the third day."

A. That explains it!

1. Not only did the Scriptures foresee His dying

2. But also His rising to life on the third day!

3. He even promised it when He told the Pharisees, “I will give you the sign of Jonah: Just as Jonah was in the belly of the fish for three days, so will the Son of Man be in the earth for three days.”

B. But even by the way He worded this statement, He shows that it was all for us

1. Because when He said, “…rise from the dead,” “dead” is plural

2. At His incarnation, He took on our mortal flesh to become one of us

3. And just like us, even though He didn’t deserve it, He joined us in death

4. He went to be with the dead ones

5. But then He rose from among them

6. So that they all, along with you and me, may follow Him in that resurrection!

IX. And to proclaim about His name repentance into forgiveness of sins to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.

A. We have sinned

1. We have turned our backs on Him so many times every single day that we couldn’t begin to count

2. And we need look no further than the cross to see how much God hates sin

3. And we recognize that we deserve nothing but wrath from God

4. We deserve to spend our lives crying, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”

5. But we don’t even deserve the right to call Him, “My God.”

6. We’ve certainly disowned Him enough times

B. But look again at that cross!

1. You’re not on it!

2. It was Jesus Who hung on that cross for you!

3. It was Jesus Who was punished in your place!

4. And It was Jesus Who led the way to resurrection and eternal life

X. "You are witnesses of these things." "And behold, I am sending the promise of My Father on you, but you are to remain in the city until you are clothed from on high with power."

A. The disciples witnessed the risen Christ with their eyes

1. Then on Pentecost in Jerusalem, just as Jesus had said, they witnessed by the Holy Spirit with their mouths

2. Then for the rest of their lives, they witnessed to the resurrection of the Christ

3. Even in their deaths, they witnessed to the assurance of the resurrection

B. You, the disciples of Delaware, have seen the resurrection as well through His Word and through faith

1. He has given you that same Holy Spirit

2. By the Spirit, He has given you that same power

3. And by His wounds, He has given you peace in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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