Rev. Dale Critchley
1/10/04

Children’s Sermon

Object: How many of you were Baptized? What happened at your Baptism? (Get to “sins forgiven” eventually.)

Message: Did you know Jesus was Baptized? He was baptized for the forgiveness of sin, too! Not His sin, since He had none, but because He had your sin. Anyone know how He got rid of all your sin? †

Baptism of Jesus

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Luke 3:15-17, 21-22) The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the Christ. John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But one more powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”…When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. What an amazing event that day must have been for John the Baptist

1. First, He meets Jesus, the Son of God, face-to-face (This is the only recorded meeting of the two besides when both were in the womb.)

2. Then, He has the honor of Baptizing Jesus, when by rights, it should’ve been the other way around

3. Then, He experiences all three Persons of the Trinity

a) The Son already as a man

b) The Spirit as a dove

c) And the Father in a voice

B. And yet, this amazing event has repeated itself in your life

C. And it repeats itself every Sunday

II. But in the people's expecting and all debating in their hearts about John whether he was the Christ,

A. It had been a  long time since there had been a sign from God of the Messiah’s coming

B. So when John came, speaking the Word of God, they all wondered whether God’s promise had finally been fulfilled

1. And it had, but not in John

2. John was the forerunner that God had promised to send before the Messiah, the Christ, the Chosen One

C. And how often are you like that?

1. Sure, you know Who Jesus is,

2. But how often do you recognize Him?

3. If He were here as the guest preacher today, would it affect your life?

4. Would it change the way you live, the choices you make today and the rest of this week?

a) And yet, He is here, speaking to you today

b) I’m not Him, but the message for you today is the Word of God

c) You’ll remember from last week’s text that Jesus is the Word of God

d) It is the voice of God you are hearing, not mine

e) But does it change anything?

(1) Having heard God’s Word today, are you going to invite someone to church next week?

(2) Having heard the voice of the Creator today, are you going to change how you support the ministry both here and outside our community?

(3) Having heard God speak directly to you, will you cast aside the sin you so desperately cling to, confess that sin to God, and having received His forgiveness, change the way you live?

(4) When you told God, “I am sorry for my sins” at the beginning of the service, did you even mean it?

III. John answered and said to all, "While I with water Baptize you, coming is One mightier than I—of Whom the strap of his sandal I am not worthy to loosen—the same will Baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.

A. You were Baptized with water, just like what John did

1. And in your Baptism, you received the Holy Spirit

2. God set you free from all your sin

3. He purified you

B. And at the same time, you will find yourself Baptized at times by fire

1. Fire is used as a purifier

2. And God sends fires—trials—into your life to purify you

a) Are you struggling right now?

b) God will use that struggle to strengthen, purify you

c) When you encounter fires in your life, you can respond one of two ways

(1) You can curse God for the trial and say, “Why me?”

(2) Or you can thank God that, whether or not you understand why it’s happening, that His will is being done in your life.

(3) And you can trust that God’s will for you is the absolute best for you.

IV. Whose winnowing fork is in His hand to thoroughly cleanse His floor and to gather the wheat to His granary, but the chaff He will burn with unquenchable fire.

A. Jesus’ nature is to divide those with saving faith from those without it.

B. Before they had machinery to do it, grain was separated from the chaff with a winnowing fork

1. When there was a nice gentle wind, the farmer would scoop up the grain and toss it into the air.

2. The grain is heavier and falls to the ground

3. But the wind blows the chaff apart

C. So is it with Christ

1. On Good Friday, Jesus’ presence alone easily separated the believers, who were weeping and afraid, from the angry unbelievers

2. And on the last day, He will separate the believers, who will have eternal joy, from the unbelievers, who will weep for eternity

3. But He is present here today—which side of the line are you on?

a) You alone know

b) Could you confidently stand before Christ with absolute assurance of your forgiveness?

c) Or are you still clinging to impenitent sin?

V. And it happened when all the people were being Baptized, Jesus also had been Baptized and was praying. Heaven was opened.

A. Why was Jesus Baptized?

B. Certainly, He needed no forgiveness of His sin

1. But He did it to be one of us

2. Not a sham, but identifying with us in a far greater way than most people imagine

C. He was Baptized for the forgiveness of our sin

1. By fulfilling God’s command, He remained pure and sinless

2. At the same time, He needed the purification Baptism gives because He had come to bear our sin

3. And sin needs to be washed away

VI. And the Holy Spirit descended in bodily form as a dove on Him and a voice out of heaven happened: "You are My Son, the beloved; in You I am well pleased."

A. God spoke to John the Baptist that day

B. And the message is the same He speaks to you

1. This is Jesus, the Son of God

2. He is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world

a) And He took away your sin by being the lamb of God

b) He went as a Lamb to the slaughter, giving up His life on a cross

c) And because He poured out His blood for you, your sins are forgiven

C. And the message is the same He speaks about you

1. These words spoken at Jesus’ Baptism were spoken of you by God at your Baptism as well

2. Because by the same Holy Spirit Who took the form of a dove at Jesus’ Baptism

3. And through the same Jesus Who is God’s beloved Son Who poured out His blood for you,

4. You have been made a son of God

a) And the Father is “well pleased” with you

b) Not because of your good works

c) But because of Jesus’ works on your behalf

d) And because of His promise to forgive all who believe in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Page 4 of 5

