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Children’s Sermon

Object: Why did Jesus come? (†) Whom did He come to die for? (Everyone)

Message: So, he died for people in Delaware? In Manchester? In Dyersville? In New York? In China? For you? That’s right, He died for everyone, even you, and He took away your sin.

Charity begins at home…or does it?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Luke 4:21-31) and he began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they asked. Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal yourself! Do here in your home town what we have heard that you did in Capernaum.’” “I tell you the truth,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted in his home town. I assure you that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut for three and a half years and there was a severe famine throughout the land. Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. And there were many in Israel with leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian.” All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. They got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw him down the cliff. But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way. Then he went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and on the Sabbath began to teach the people.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. The Mormon religion (The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints) does not have ordained pastors in their churches

1.  A Mormon man once asked me, “You have paid pastors—so if they offend the congregation, the congregation can fire them, so he has to make sure he doesn’t offend anyone.”

2. At the time (I was in High School.), I didn’t know how to answer

a) Since then, I’ve learned that the church doesn’t hire a pastor—it calls him

b) And churches can’t fire pastors either—only remove him from the ministry if he is unable or unwilling to properly fulfil his duties

B. Well, I’m going to put that doctrine to the test—this may offend some of you

1. But the parts of this sermon that offend you—they are the Word of God

2. So if you want to get rid of me, you’ll have to get rid of the Word of God, too, and then you’ll have no church

II. But [Jesus] began to say to them, “Today, this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

A. It was the custom in Jesus’ day at the synagogue on the Sabbath to have one of the educated men read a passage of Scripture and then teach from it

B. So Jesus read a passage from Isaiah, a passage that referred to the promised Messiah

1. But then He did something they didn’t expect

2. Something offensive

3. He declared Himself to be the fulfillment of Isaiah’s words

III. And all witnessed about Him and wondered at the gracious words coming out of his mouth, and they kept saying, “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?”

A. The answer to that question is, “No, He’s the Son of God.”

B. But they didn’t realize that the Son of God was with them, right there in their midst

C. And we who know better are no different

1. Do you behave differently at church than you do at home?

a) Why? Christ is there as well.

b) When you pollute your heart with your sinful vices, it’s Christ in your heart that you’re choking.

2. Do you talk differently around me than around others because I’m His representative?

a) He can hear you whether I’m around or not

b) And He can hear your sinful thoughts even before you think them

3. How easily you forget that Jesus is still “Immanuel,” God with us!

IV. And He said to them, “Surely, you will say to me this proverb, ‘Physician, heal yourself! Whatever we have heard happened in Capernaum, do also here in Your home town.’”

A. The people were offended, because this is how self-serving sinful hearts respond.

B. Jesus had performed many miracles in Capernaum, a town several miles away

1. And news had reached his home town of Nazareth, where he is in today’s text

C. And they were jealous

1. “You put Capernaum on the map—what about us?”

2. “Charity begins at home!”

D. This is the same mentality that says, “It’s more important to add members to our roster here at St. Paul’s in Delaware than to add numbers to the kingdom of God.”

1. I’ve heard comments about some of the evangelism and mission efforts of this congregation

2. The ones that focus on adding to our roster—those are supported and well-received

3. The actions that are more concerned with sharing the Gospel and producing faith, though, even if it means the people hearing the message will attend elsewhere—those efforts aren’t considered as important

E. But we’re not here for the sake of St. Paul’s in Delaware

1. We’re here for the Kingdom of God

2. We’re here to share the Gospel with whomever we can

3. We’re here to snatch souls from hell, whether they currently reside in Delaware, Delhi, Dyersville, or Dominican Repulic

V. But He said, “Truly I say to you, no prophet is ever accepted in his home town. But in truth I say to you, there were many widows in the days of Elijah in Israel, when the sky was shut for three years and six months, when a great famine happened over all the land. And to none of them was Elijah sent, but only to Zarephath in Sidon, to a woman who was a widow.”

A. God sends help where it’s needed and wanted

B. The widow of Zarephath was a Gentile

1. But Elijah didn’t go to the Israelites to take care of their widows

2. They were too focused on themselves to hear what he had to say

3. And likewise, the Nazarenes were totally inward-focused so they didn’t hear Jesus’ message to them

C. Where is your focus?

1. When God comes to you with wisdom, what do you do with it?

2. Too often, you work it into your preconceptions as well as you can, then throw out the rest, because it doesn’t work for you

3. But you can’t cut and paste the Word of God—it must be received in its entirety

4. He must be received in His entirety

5. If you reject any of God’s wisdom, you are rejecting Christ

6. Do you really want to reject Christ?

VI. And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of Elisha the Prophet, and none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.

A. Who are we to begrudge God giving His gifts to others?

B. And who are we to even for a moment desire that He withhold His gifts from others outside of our congregation?

1. “Let them go to hell, as long as we meet the budget!”

2. You might not think of it that way, but that’s the gist of it, as well as the end result.

VII. And all in the synagogue were filled with rage as they heard these things.

A. Oh, those evil Nazarenes!

1. They got angry for not showing them a sign like He had Capernaum

2. “It’s not fair!”

B. What a bunch of spoiled brats!

1. To be jealous of others for the blessings those others received!

2. To be angry with God because He heals others while you stand by and wait!

3. To be jealous that other congregations are growing in leaps and bounds while the Lord has given us to grow in other ways!

4. We’d fit right in in Nazareth, wouldn’t we?

VIII. And they rose and threw Him out of the city, and they led Him to the brow of the hill on which the city had been built so they could throw him down the cliff. But He passed through the middle of them and departed.

A. It wasn’t Jesus’ time yet

1. He didn’t come to be thrown off a cliff

2. And nobody could take His life from Him

B. Because He came to give His life, not have it taken
1. He came not to be thrown off a cliff, but to be nailed to a cross

2. To give His life for everyone and all sins, including selfishness

C. Jesus died for everyone

1. The people of Nazareth and Capernaum, Dyersville and even little Delaware

2. Jesus turned Himself over to be killed

a) He gave up himself, completely selflessly

b) To forgive the selfish

c) For those accustomed to looking inward

d) Look to the cross

e) There, you’ll find forgiveness and salvation in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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