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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Are you all going to heaven someday? (Yes) What did you do to earn that?

Message: Jesus earned it for you by being perfect, then He gave it to you as a free gift.

Don’t Look Back

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Luke 9:57-62) As they went on the way, a certain man said to him, “I want to follow you wherever you go, Lord.” Jesus said to him, “The foxes have holes, and the birds of the sky have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.” He said to another, “Follow me!” But he said, “Lord, allow me first to go and bury my father.” But Jesus said to him, “Leave the dead to bury their own dead, but you go and announce the Kingdom of God.” Another also said, “I want to follow you, Lord, but first allow me to bid farewell to those who are at my house.” But Jesus said to him, “No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the Kingdom of God.”
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

Mugwumps. According to the encyclopedia, the term is originally from an Indian language. It became famous, or at least common, during the presidential campaign of 1884. A newspaper editor picked it up, and soon everybody was using it. But Teddy Roosevelt gave it a definition that is perhaps most easily remembered: A mugwump, he said, is a bird that sits on a fence with its mug on one side and its wump on the other. It is someone who can’t make up his mind.

II. And as they were journeying along the road, someone said to Him, "I will follow you wherever you go."

A. Jesus had just fixed His face firmly on Jerusalem, where He would go to die

B. And along comes someone who wants to follow Him, not fully realizing where that would lead

1. We can look at that guy who, mercifully, the Gospel writers didn’t identify by name

2. And we can shake our heads at him and say, “That guy just didn’t understand.”

3. But do you understand?

C. It’s one thing to say you want to follow Jesus, but something quite different to keep up with His stride

1. So often, good intentions never become anything but intentions

2. We say, “Somebody should do something!” (“But not me.”)

3. Or maybe even, “I need to do something!”

4. But when it comes right down to it, something comes up, or you just can’t drag yourself out of your chair to help.

D. If there’s one thing that sinful flesh is good at, it’s making excuses

1. We will expend more energy coming up with reasons or even busying ourselves with something else so we do not to do the right thing instead of just doing what we know to be the right thing to do

2. And we can justify any decision or action we make.

3. But the Bible tells us that God alone can justify us, not our lame excuses.

III. And Jesus said to him, "The foxes have burrows, and the birds of the sky have nests, but the Son of Man does not have a place for His head to lay."

A. Note here that Jesus knows this man’s heart

1. He knows this man is eager, yet he has a problem

2. He values human comforts over clinging to the truth

3. So Jesus confronts him with the truth

B. Are you willing to follow such a Christ? All the time, or just when it’s convenient?

1. Sometimes, it’s in vogue to be a Christian

2. But what about when one of your friends is living in some kind of sin?

3. When’s the last time a friend told you something bad about someone and you didn’t confront them for gossip?

4. How many times have you said, “I shouldn’t tell stories, but…”

5. Are you willing to confront those who need to repent and point out their sin to them that they may repent and be saved?

6. Are you willing to step outside your comfort zone to tell someone how to get to heaven?

7. Are you willing to make personal sacrifices of your time or material blessings for the ministry of the Kingdom of God?

IV. But He said to another, "Follow Me," but he said, "Lord, allow me to depart first to bury my father."

A. This sounds like a legitimate request

1. But in that society, funerals happened on the day of death

2. This man’s father was still alive

3. He was saying, “When my father dies, then I’ll follow You.”

4. This man’s idol was his family

B. Yes, family can and so often does become an idol

1. This may be hardest part of this text and the greatest stumbling block for the people of this flock

2. You have wonderful families whom you love with all your heart

3. But when it comes right down to it, who is more important?

4. If you had to give up one, which would it be, your family or your Savior?

5. The first commandment demands that God be our #1 priority, even above our families

6. But how often have you put your family first?

a) Unwilling to confront members of your family to turn them from their sin

b) Willing to drop everything for a member of your family, but when it comes to setting aside time for Jesus, well, that’s another matter

(1) “Before I follow You, first let me go on vacation with my family for the weekend and not look for a church in the area where we’ll be.”

(2) “Before I follow You, first let me hold onto some false teaching that I like, regardless of what the Bible says.”

(3) “Before I follow you, let me do what makes me feel secure apart from You.”

7. How much time do you spend talking to God (or listening to Him through study of His Word!) compared to time spent talking to your family?

8. If spent as much time in conversation with your family as you do with God, how neglected would they feel?

9. When something happens in your family, you want to tell everyone, passing around pictures or lamenting someone’s passing

10. But how many people do you tell about what Jesus has done for you?

11. You talk about your spouse, hopefully in glowing terms, but how do you talk about your husband Jesus Christ, Who died for you?

12. How would your spouse feel if you talked about him or her the way and as often as you talk about Jesus?

13. Your proud of your children, but are you proud of your Father in heaven? Would anyone know that?

14. Based on your life and priorities, who is truly your god? Is his name Jesus, or does your god have the same last name as you?

15. There is no other name under heaven by which we must be saved except that of Jesus Christ—none!

V. But He said to him, "Allow the dead to bury their own dead, but you go proclaim the Kingdom of God!"

A. Jesus honors family obligations—He even took care of His while hanging on the cross by commending Mary’s care to St. John

B. But He also said that His mother and brothers are those who hear the Word of God and keep it

C. We make such a big deal about blood relation, 

D. But ultimately, the blood that binds and the blood that remains is the blood of Christ

E. And we celebrate the unity in that same blood which was shed for each of us in the Lord’s Supper 

VI. Another said, "I will follow You, Lord, but first, allow me to say good-bye to my household."

A. “Let me have one last fling.”

B. “Let me sow a few more wild oats first.”

C. “I’m going to set aside all those sinful habits, priorities, and attitudes…soon.”

VII. But Jesus said to him, "Nobody, having put the hand on the plow and looking back, is fit for the Kingdom of God."

A. Like Lot’s wife as they left Sodom, we tend to look longingly at temptation

1. We see sin on TV and in the movies, and even when we don’t give in, as we so often do, we long for that sin

2. We have to make a conscious effort not to sin, even though we know it’s wrong

3. And because we look back, in Jesus’ own words, we are not fit for the Kingdom of God

B. And yet, He has made us fit

1. He, the only One who “set his gaze firmly on Jerusalem,” was fit for the Kingdom of God

2. But for the sake of the Kingdom, He set that fitness aside and took on our unfitness

3. And He did the only fit thing for the Son of God: He died

4. But by His death, by His unwillingness to look back, we have everything to look forward to

5. In Baptism, He washed away our unfitness and made us fit for the Kingdom

6. And through that God-given faith, He makes us not only fit for the Kingdom, but has promised to give us a crown of life

7. So because Jesus didn’t look back, we will reign with Him for eternity in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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