Given & Givin’

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: While they were listening to this, he went on to tell them a parable, because he was near Jerusalem and the people thought that the kingdom of God was going to appear at once. He said: “A man of noble birth went to a distant country to have himself appointed king and then to return. So he called ten of his servants and gave them ten minas. ‘Put this money to work,’ he said, ‘until I come back.’ “But his subjects hated him and sent a delegation after him to say, ‘We don’t want this man to be our king.’ “He was made king, however, and returned home. Then he sent for the servants to whom he had given the money, in order to find out what they had gained with it. “The first one came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned ten more.’ “‘Well done, my good servant!’ his master replied. ‘Because you have been trustworthy in a very small matter, take charge of ten cities.’ “The second came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned five more.’ “His master answered, ‘You take charge of five cities.’ “Then another servant came and said, ‘Sir, here is your mina; I have kept it laid away in a piece of cloth. I was afraid of you, because you are a hard man. You take out what you did not put in and reap what you did not sow.’ “His master replied, ‘I will judge you by your own words, you wicked servant! You knew, did you, that I am a hard man, taking out what I did not put in, and reaping what I did not sow? Why then didn’t you put my money on deposit, so that when I came back, I could have collected it with interest?’ “Then he said to those standing by, ‘Take his mina away from him and give it to the one who has ten minas.’ “‘Sir,’ they said, ‘he already has ten!’ “He replied, ‘I tell you that to everyone who has, more will be given, but as for the one who has nothing, even what he has will be taken away. But those enemies of mine who did not want me to be a king over them--bring them here and kill them in front of me.’” (Luke 19:11-27, NIV).

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Brewster’s Millions (Spend $30 Million to get $300 million)

A. Servant in story invested & got more

II. We’re given something of the greatest value: Message of salvation

A. How can you invest it?

1. In the church

a. Build each other up

Encourage the faith

Visit those in need

Offer to help

b. Share the Gospel

c. Assist in programs

d. Show up besides Sunday mornings

2. Invest in those outside the church

a. Build them up

Help the needy

Visit Shut-ins & family

b. Share the Gospel

Deposit the Word

Allow interest to accumulate

B. Why don’t you invest it?

1. External pressure

a. Media

Lots of good news about non-Christians

Christians get a lot of bad press

“Can’t legislate morality”: All relative

b. Peers

Rude/Impolite

“We don’t want this man to be our King”

2. Internal Pressure

a. Devil: wants to take us with him

b. Sinful Flesh: turns us away from God

C. What can you expect in return?

1. Peace that passes understanding (not as the world gives, but as God gives)

2. Eternal life

3. Given in advance & promised never to be taken away (even if we stand by and watch our friends go to hell)

III. Conclusion: Greatest commandments

A. Love God: express by doing His will (sharing the Gospel)

B. Love your neighbor: Share the Gospel

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Coin

Message: Don’t throw it away; use it

Use message of Jesus: share w/ others

Prayer: Help us tell others about You

