Good News of Great Joy

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: And there were shepherds living out in the fields near by, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests." (Luke 2:8-14, NIV).

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. “Don’t be afraid.” or “Stop being afraid.”

A. Why would they be afraid?

1. Angels are mighty: often carrying swords or bringing destruction

2. Angels are holy

3. Angels bring the Word of God, including the Law

B. Should we be afraid?

1. God is holy & just

2. Sinners can’t approach a holy God

3. Our sin makes us guilty & Satan stands ready to accuse us.

II. “I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.”

A. We don’t have to fear

1. God is also merciful & loves His people

2. He took on our flesh to be our substitute

3. He was born in a manger & died on a cross for us

4. He took our guilt upon Himself

5. God accused Jesus of our sin, and Jesus pleaded “Guilty.”

B. It’s for everyone

1. Not just the rich: message to shepherds

2. Not just the Jews: “All People”

3. It’s for you & me & everyone

III. Stop being afraid

A. God gives peace to those on whom His favor rests.

B. It rests on us because He sent His Son to redeem us from sin & make us white as the angels.

C. Don’t be afraid. I bring you good news. Amen. 

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

