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Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Luke 1:68-79, NIV) “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come and has redeemed his people. He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David (as he said through his holy prophets of long ago), salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us-- to show mercy to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant, the oath he swore to our father Abraham: to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, and to enable us to serve him without fear in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender mercy of our God, by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven to shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Imagine the scene

A. Zacharaiah has been silent for 9 months

1. Wife was pregnant

2. He didn’t believe the Word of the Lord

3. Had his own words taken from him

B. Now, the child is born & named

1. First words are a prophecy “Benedictus”

II. Blessed be God, since He’s regarded & redeemed us

A. Visited us

1. Wastes no time in getting to the gospel

2. Jesus was still in Mary’s womb

3. Zachariah knew of Mary’s baby (She’d lived there a few months)

4. He knew that the promise of salvation was as good as fulfilled

5. God was already with them, even unborn

B. Redeemed us

1. Paid for

2. Knew that it was as good as done

3. God was going to pay for their sins

III. He’s kept His promise:

A. to save us from our enemies,

1. Sin

a. Taking our place

b. Becoming our sin for us

2. Death

a. Dying in our place

3. Satan

a. Facing Satan head-on, crushing His head as foretold by God in Genesis

B. to do mercy, 

1. We don’t deserve this blessing

a. We fight like spoiled children: “Mine!”

b. We seek our own interests over others

c. We keep doing the same sins over & over (We don’t learn!)

2. He is merciful

a. Like a Father who still loves His children no matter how petty they are

b. He sends a Savior to the same people who will nail that Savior to a cross

C. to remember His covenant. 

1. Promised Abraham that all generations would be blessed by one of his descendents

2. The time had come

3. God always keeps His promise to save

IV. So we can serve (religious sense) Him 

A. without fear

1. Having our sins removed, we have nothing to fear from a righteous God

2. Sine Jesus died for us, we are pure & holy in God’s eyes

3. Whatever we do, no matter how we botch it up, God says, “Well done.” and means it!

B. in holiness & righteousness

1. Not only does He see us that way

2. We are holy & righteous

3. Christ washed away our sin

C. all our days.

1. Not only in this world

2. In heaven

3. In the new creation for eternity

V. This child, a prophet, will prepare the way

A. by giving knowledge of salvation

1. John pointed to Jesus

2. Preached repentance

3. Showed that we don’t measure up

B. through forgiveness 

1. Repentance is for the forgiveness of sin

2. Not because we earn it through repentance

3. If you have no sin, you have no need of a Savior

C. through mercy

1. Since we are sinners, we don’t deserve a Savior

2. That’s why we need one

VI. to shine on those in darkness & guide our feet in peace.

A. Show us the light of salvation

B. To keep us on that path (faith) to eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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