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Title

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Luke 19:11-27, NIV) While they were listening to this, he went on to tell them a parable, because he was near Jerusalem and the people thought that the kingdom of God was going to appear at once. He said: "A man of noble birth went to a distant country to have himself appointed king and then to return. So he called ten of his servants and gave them ten minas. `Put this money to work,' he said, `until I come back.' "But his subjects hated him and sent a delegation after him to say, `We don't want this man to be our king.' "He was made king, however, and returned home. Then he sent for the servants to whom he had given the money, in order to find out what they had gained with it. "The first one came and said, `Sir, your mina has earned ten more.' "`Well done, my good servant!' his master replied. `Because you have been trustworthy in a very small matter, take charge of ten cities.' "The second came and said, `Sir, your mina has earned five more.' "His master answered, `You take charge of five cities.' "Then another servant came and said, `Sir, here is your mina; I have kept it laid away in a piece of cloth. I was afraid of you, because you are a hard man. You take out what you did not put in and reap what you did not sow.' "His master replied, `I will judge you by your own words, you wicked servant! You knew, did you, that I am a hard man, taking out what I did not put in, and reaping what I did not sow? Why then didn't you put my money on deposit, so that when I came back, I could have collected it with interest?' "Then he said to those standing by, `Take his mina away from him and give it to the one who has ten minas.' "`Sir,' they said, `he already has ten!' "He replied, `I tell you that to everyone who has, more will be given, but as for the one who has nothing, even what he has will be taken away. But those enemies of mine who did not want me to be a king over them--bring them here and kill them in front of me.'"

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Starfish Story

It was early morning. On the beach was an elderly man. He walked with a cane, carefully surveying the beach that the receding tide had left exposed. Every now and then he bent to pick something up and toss it into the ocean. I watch with fascination as he carefully scanned the beach before him. It was then that I realized he was looking for starfish. Every time he saw one lying helpless in the sand, unable to get back to the ocean on his own, he would lovingly pick it up and toss it gently back into the sea. Curious as to why he was doing this, I approached him. He told me, "The starfish are left behind after the tide goes out. If they don't get back into the ocean they will dry up and die beneath the hot summer sun." "But there are endless miles of beach and there must be millions of starfish," I said. "Surely you don't think you can save them all. What difference can your efforts possibly make?" Slowly the old man bent over and picked up another starfish. As he tossed it into ocean he looked at me and said, "It makes a difference to that one."

II. Jesus told a parable

A. Let people in on the secrets of the Kingdom of God

1. Clear up some misconceptions

2. Ultimately: how to be saved

B. He was on His way to the cross

1. Wanted to let people know what He was all about

2. Was soon leaving & wanted the disciples to be about His business until He returned

III. Gave minas to slaves

A. Given freely to use

1. Blessings we’ve received from God

a. Home

b. Family & Friends

c. Material goods

2. Did we earn them?

a. Of course not

b. Given to us freely

c. Secret is in the direction Jesus was heading

i. On His way to receive a kingdom

ii. Earned that kingdom on the †

iii. Turned around and gave it to us: no strings attached

3. Didn’t give them away to be wasted

a. Have a sweater that you only wear when visiting a certain relative?

b. Get your Bible out only when the Pastor or elder is coming to visit?

c. God has given us His Word

i. gives life & salvation to you and the people God has given to you

ii. Too valuable to waste & ignore

B. When He returned, He called them to account

1. First yielded 10 more

a. Sharing the message of salvation makes it spread

i. God’s Word does not return to Him empty

ii. Creates faith in hearts

iii. Saves souls

b. Authority over 10 cities

i. God blesses good workers with more responsibility

ii. Sounds like more work, right?

iii. Promotion: better pay

iv. Gives God a chance to bless you even more

v. If you think your life is okay now, taste & see the Goodness of the Lord!

2. Second yielded 5 more

a. Not everyone gets the same results

i. Statistics show that only 3% of Christians joined a church because of a pastor

ii. Most do so because of “Friendship Evangelism”

iii. Some are more receptive to the Gospel: don’t know why

b. Authority over 5 cities

i. God still blesses us according to our deeds

ii. Sounds like works righteousness?

iii. Salvation is free: additional blessings are icing on the cake

3. Third hid it away for fear of judgment

a. Judged by own words

i. Many fear God’s wrath

ii. Don’t want to say it wrong, so they don’t say anything

iii. If you think God will judge you for that, He will

iv. Anyone who sees God as one who condemns based on works will meet Him that way

b. Could’ve at least gotten interest

i. By reading God’s Word, we benefit

ii. Even if we don’t share it, it’ll grow in us

c. Take it away & give it to the one w/ 10

i. God’s not going to waste it

ii. If we don’t remain in God’s Word, faith will shrivel

iii. Parents bring their children to be baptized: good—gives life

iv. Without feeding them, they’ll starve

v. Sponsors: be sure your godchildren are in God’s Word: you’ve been given authority over them

vi. Not just a Christmas & birthday thing

IV. Citizens hated Him

A. We don’t want Him to reign over us

1. Some will still reject Him

2. Sinful flesh is a horrible barrier

3. Even those who know His love will reject it like a battered spouse who keeps returning for more beatings

B. Bring them here & slay them in my presence

1. There will come a point when it’ll be too late for them

2. God wants al to be saved

3. Sent Jesus to die for everyone

4. If you want to be judged on Your own merits instead of Jesus’, God will comply with your wishes. [Repeat]

V. Conclusion: You’re already saved

A. Jesus bought you with His blood: you’re His willing slave

B. He’s given you His Word, more precious than anything else

C. He’s coming back son: maybe today

D. How are you investing His gift?

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Message

What do you have that you like? How do you share it? Tell people about Jesus.

"About the Liturgy"

Triple Alleluia: Hebrew: Hallelu: “Give praise to”

Ya: short for “Yahweh”

Isa 6:1-4:  In the year of King Uzziah's death, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple. Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings; with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. And one called out to another and said, "Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory." And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of him who called out, while the temple was filling with smoke.

Three praises to Yahweh, one for each person of the Trinity. (Angels are Trinitarians, too.)
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